
Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed to-

wards policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.  

 On August 17, the Democratic Organisation of Youth (ODJ), the Burkinabè Move-

ment for Human and Peoples' Rights (MBDHP) and the Collective against impunity 

and stigmatisation of communities were on the streets of Ouagadougou for a silent 

march. Through this demonstration, the three civil society organisations intended 

to denounce the impunity and the arbitrary exactions in the country. The ODJ saw 

two of its members killed at the end of May while on their way to an audience with 

the High Commissioner of Yagha Province in the north of the country. The mem-

bers of the ODJ believe that there are many gray areas on the circumstances that 

led to the murder of their comrades. Ernest BATIONO, the president of the sub-

section of the ODJ in Kadiogo demanded that the autopsy of the bodies be carried 

out as soon as possible and before the burial of the two members of the organisa-

tion. 

 

 On August 8, 2019, a collective of civil society organisations of Diffa had a meeting 

to analyse the security and socio-economic situation of the region. The recent kid-

napping of a wealthy Nigerien businessman in the heart of the city of N'guigmi at 

around 9 pm is evidence of the failure of the security apparatus in the region. In 

recent months, the resurgence of kidnappings in the region of Diffa clearly explains 

the precarious security situation and the protection of citizens in this part of Niger. 

In fact, after the abduction of women and children in several villages, armed indi-

viduals abduct community leaders, wealthy merchants and state officials. The 

group at the end of their meeting released a statement.  

 

 The Partnership Against Inequalities and Discrimination (PAID) in collaboration 
with Youth Coalition for Education in Liberia (YOCEL), Child Resource Institute –
Liberia (CRI-L) and the African Youth with Disabilities Network Liberia Chapter 
(AYWDN) on August 15, 2019, called on members of the 54th Legislature to amend 
the disability Act of 2005 that created the National Commission on Disability 
(NCD). A member PAID/Consortium, B. William M. Yarsiah, informed journalists at 
a press conference in Monrovia that the group has appealed to members of the 
legislature regarding the passage of the act before the “Agriculture Break.” Yarsiah, 
who spoke on behalf of the group, encouraged other CSOs to support their quest, 
adding, “We want to remind our people that though we do not have the ability to 
see and walk, we have the right to basic social services.” 

 

 CSOs in Cameroon have widely condemned the incarceration and death penalty of 

Michèle Ndoki of the opposition Mouvement pour la Renaissance du Cameroun 

(MRC). Michèle Ndoki is a well-known activist and critic of the government. She 

was arrested while attempting to leave for taking part in an unauthorized demon-

stration against the current government.  

 

 Nigerian tobacco control advocates have urged the federal government to raise 
the tax collected on all tobacco products and earmark a percentage of these for 
tobacco control activities across the country. This advice was given in Abuja during 
a press conference organised by Nigeria Tobacco Control Alliance in collaboration 

with other advocates against tobacco use in the country. The World Health Organ-
isation factsheet shows that tobacco use is the leading cause of non-
communicable diseases. WHO said more than eight million people die each year 
from tobacco.  About seven million of those deaths are as a result of direct tobacco 
use while 1.2 million are the result of non-smokers being exposed to second-hand 

smoking. A survey conducted by the Nigeria Global Adult Tobacco Survey and 
published by the WHO indicated that at least 20 billion sticks of cigarettes are 
smoked annually with the health hazards leading to about 17,000 
deaths annually. 
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In the last few months, the Civicus Monitor Update has reported on 

series of protests and strikes against austerity measures in West Af-

rica. Gambia is currently at the bottom of the ratings whereas Cape 

Verde is the only country in the ‘Open’ category followed by Senegal 

and Ghana in the ‘Narrowed’ category according to the ratings. 

Most countries are however in the ‘Obstructed’ category with a cou-

ple of ‘Repressed’ outliers such as Cameroon, Mauritania and Chad. 

Issues regarding this trend has been identified as criminal defama-

tion (and press offenses being criminalised), with excessive violence 

towards protesters in  (Togo, Guinea, Niger and Mali). 
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West Africans have continued to demand transparency, accountability and good govern-

ance from their governments. 

 The 7th Nigerien contingent of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabili-
sation Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) has just completed an intense training of ten (10) 
weeks in Ouallam in peacekeeping operations, in accordance with the provisions of the 
United Nations Organisation (UN). With 850 men and women of the Defense and Secu-
rity Forces of Niger, this contingent will be deployed shortly on the ground, precisely in 
Mali where it will be used for the sole purpose of bringing peace and tranquility to the 
northern part of the country. The ceremony marking the end of this training took place 
on  August 16, 2019, in the military camp of Ouallam under the presidency of the Min-
ister of National Defense, Mr. Kalla Moutari in the presence of the Ambassador of the 
United States to Niger, HE Eric Whitaker, as well as the Deputy Chief of Staff of the 
Armed Forces and other senior officers of the Defense and Security Forces. 

 

 On the 68th annual United Nations Civil Society Conference in Salt Lake City, Unit-

ed States, the Human Rights Network in Senegal (HRN), marked the event by initiating 

a National Reply Day or preparatory meeting on the theme ‘'Building inclusive and sus-

tainable cities and communities''. Through this world conference HRN is providing the 

contribution of Senegalese civil society to the world communications department in its 

role as an instigator since 1997. The main objective of this event is to initiate reflec-

tions related to the theme for inclusion in the Salt Lake City conference document 

since 1947.  

 

  The Civil Forum Senegalese section of Transparency International is following with 

great interest developments on the case of drug capture by Senegalese customs. In the 

resolution of its Board of Directors published on 7 July 2019, the Civil Forum had re-

quested that "all the light be shed on the drug trafficking case". The Civil Forum draws 

the attention of Government and people of Senegal to the complex disasters that drug 

trafficking can cause to the real economy, the health of young people, institutional and 

political stability and the security of the sub-region in general.  
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 Rakiatou Idé ISSAKA lands at the helm of the new bank Coris Bank Niger, a 
subsidiary of the pan-African giant Coris Bank International driven by the 
Burkinabe entrepreneur Idrissa NASSA. Mrs. ISSAKA becomes the first head 
of Coris Bank Niger who obtained her approval with the Banking Commission 
on September 18, 2018. This Nigerien is presented in the African financial 
community as a muse of the banking sector, reputed rigorous and profes-
sional until the ends nails. Prior to her appointment, Rakiatou held the strate-
gic position of Regional Director at African Guarantee Fund in Kenya from 
2017 to June 2019 and enjoys a rich pedigree. Operations Manager of the 
Ecobank Group in Central and North Africa results shows an exponential fi-
nancial improvement in 2017 (+ 130% of the budget). She has also worked at 
Ecobank Gabon from 2010 to 2016 and at BSIC-Niger from 2008 to 2010 as 
Head of Commercial Department Strategy and Business Development, Prod-
ucts, Electronic Banking, Jobs & Resources, Member Operating, Credit, 
and Executive Committees. 

 
 On 9 July 2019, a meeting was held for the first ladies of ECOWAS space on 

gender and education in Niamey at the summit of Heads of States and gov-

ernment of the Africa Union. This was a high-level forum, organisaed by Ni-

ger’s first lady Dr. Lalla Malika Issoufou, Founder of the Tattali Iyali Founda-

tion, who mobilised key players in the fight against child marriage and for the 

maintenance of young girls in school. For the First Ladies of the ECOWAS re-

gion, the meeting was used to launch advocacy for the improvement of the 

conditions of women, particularly through the fight against child marriage 

and the promotion of education for girls. This meeting is a continuation of 

the efforts of the governments of the ECOWAS region and the First Ladies to 

reverse this unfortunate trend that is harming a part of the population and 

plumbs opportunities for the development of human capital. 

 

 The launch of the Women's Leadership Program for Inclusive Governance of 
Security in the Sahel was held on August 08, 2019 in Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso. This program was initiated by the West African Network for Peace-
building (WANEP), in collaboration with the Danish Demining Group (DDG) 
and the European Union (EU). During this ceremony, the entire presidium 
was unanimous on the need to take women into account in the fight against 
insecurity. The two-day symposium aims to build the capacity of women in 
civil society. Thus, in the face of recurrent insecurity in the sub- re-
gion.  

ELECTION 

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in West 

Africa. 

 On August 16, the President of the Independent National Electoral Commission 

(CENI) in Niger, Mr. Souna Issaka, proceeded to the Higher School of Telecommuni-

cations in Niamey, at the launch of a training winding supervisors within the elec-

toral biometric framework. The total number of eligible candidates is 7296: 18 Re-

gional Supervisors and 19 Municipal Supervisors, 78 Maintenance Technicians and 

6710 Enrollment Operators. They are said to be trained to perform all voter regis-

tration tasks. In his speech at the ceremony, the president of the CENI stressed that 

this opportunity is the end of a process that should provide an opportunity of 

setting up a device allowing a biometric enrollment for the people of Niger.  

 

 Officials of the Cameroon elections management body are working tire- lessly 

to encourage more eligible voters to register in the election registry (ELECAM) be-

fore the deadline of 30 August 2019. They are doing this in collaboration with politi-

cal parties, CSOs and other stakeholders in the bid to woo people of voting age to 

register. They are also rotating registration centres and employing traditional and 

social media to create awareness. 
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TECHNOLOGY  

FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 
Civil societies in West Africa embark on scientific methods and materials to 
achieve their organizational objective for the implementation of skills for devel-
opment. 
 

 A young Cameroonian entrepreneur Patrick Mekongo in collaboration with 

Magnifique Digital, a software company is developing an E-Agriculture app. 

The Agroconnect app is said to serve as a platform for the sale of agricultur-

al produce. According to reports, the app is set to be launched on Google 

Play and App Store by the end of 2019.  
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CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING 

ENVIRONMENT 

 On 21 August 2019, civil society organisations and other non- Union Action 

Unit (UAS) met at the headquarters of the Burkinabe Movement on Human 

and Peoples' Rights (MBDHP) in Ouagadougou. Concerned by the national 

situation characterised by the persistence and violence of terrorist attacks, 

the threats and killings, the violation of democratic and trade union free-

doms, the non-respect of the commitments made by the Government vis-à-

vis the social partners, carried out citizen actions of interpellation, denuncia-

tion and the fight against terrorism, assassinations, impunity as well as the 

right to security, liberties and the real economic and social progress. They 

have called on activists and populations of the cities and the countryside to 

take mass part in the day of interpellation and denunciation set to be on 

August 31, 2019 throughout the national territory. 
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Spaces for group action, citizen engagement and organization are fundamental to 

good governance and ensuring democracy. The ability of citizens and organisa-

tions to actively engage with government depends on the availability of such 

avenues for their engagement both online and offline.  

CIVIL SOCIETY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

 On August 21, Mr. Hamadou Adamou Souley - the Chief of Staff of the Prime 
Minister and Chairman of the Multipartite Concertation Group (GMC) - chaired 
in Niamey the opening of an extended planning consultation workshop for the 
implementation of a Civil Society College within the Extractive Industries Trans-
parency Initiative (EITI). It was in the presence of the Permanent Secretary of 
the EITI, Mr. Abdel Karim Aksar. This workshop, which ran from 21 August to 23 
August, resulted in the appointment of the representatives the civil society in 
the multi-stakeholder group and in the Supervisory Committee, while specifying 
their modalities. This workshop, organised with the support of the World Bank 
Group, through the Competitiveness and Growth Support Project (PRACC), was 
thus an opportunity to strengthen multi-stakeholder dialogue and transparency 
in the face of the challenges of the extractive sector. 
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To continuously respond to regulatory policies through coherent and deliberate 
strategies, civil society effectively utilize diversified resources to strengthen its 
operations. 

Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of 
women and youth across the region. 
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