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The CIVICUS Monitor Tool is a research tool built by civil society. It aims to share reliable, up-to-date data on the state of civil society freedoms in all countries.
Based on a constant analysis of multiple streams of data on civic space, each country is assigned a rating ranging between 0 - 100, as follows:

OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all
people
NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally allowed
to express their rights, violations occur.
OBSTRUCTED (41—60) : Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a combination of legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights
REPRESSED (21—40) : Civic space is heavily constrained. Active individuals and civil society
members who criticize power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation, imprisonment, injury and death
CLOSED (0—20) : There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An atmosphere of fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are routinely

CIVIC SPACE
STATUS IN WEST AFRICA

MONITOR.CIVICUS.ORG

In the last few months, the Civicus Monitor Update has reported on
series of protests and strikes against austerity measures in West Africa. Gambia is currently at the bottom of the ratings whereas Cape
Verde is the only country in the ‘Open’ category followed by Senegal
and Ghana in the ‘Narrowed’ category according to the ratings. Most
countries are however in the ‘Obstructed’ category with a couple of
‘Repressed’ outliers such as Cameroon, Mauritania and Chad. Issues
regarding this trend has been identified as criminal defamation (and
press offenses being criminalised), with excessive violence towards
protesters in (Togo, Guinea, Niger and Mali).
West Africans have continued to demand transparency, accountability and good governance from their governments


Social Watch Benin-Network on 15 February, organised a workshop for its members
on the theme "The role of Parliament and civil society organisations in the monitoring
of public procurement". The workshop was scheduled for the year 2019 with the aim of
improving governance in public procurement. The consultant trainer Patrick Dady, a
specialist in public procurement issues, described the role of each party on the eve of
April 2019 legislative elections. Dieudonné Houinsou, Executive Secretary of Social
Watch, noted that their fight was to implement ECOWAS’ guidelines on transparency in
public financial management. The Vice-President of Social Watch Benin, Victor Gbèdo,
encouraged participants of the event to strengthen their efforts for good governance in
the country.
SOURCE



In ensuring that civil society actors together with citizens and the government are
working together to fight corruption in the country, the Anti-Corruption Network (RACTogo), composed of over 40 civil society actors, public and private media professionals
on February 18, participated in a training session on citizen oversight tools for public
action (CCAP). The objective of the training was to bring participants to an efficient integration into the government's anti-corruption action in Togo. Simone Dakitche, Secretary General of the RAC-Togo Board of Directors in her statement indicated that, “It is
about updating the knowledge we have in a desperate way in a given order to see how
our network can contribute to what we call a form of shared governance between the
state, civil society and other entities” .

GOVERNANCE

SOURCE



The President of the Republic of Cape Verde Jorge Carlos Fonseca, have expressed
satisfaction with the decrease in crime rate in the country, hoping that these indicators
will be accompanied by a feeling of greater security among the populations. He cited
that he was "relatively satisfied" because the number of occurrences has decreased
reasonably to more than 18% national level as compared to the previous
years
and hopes this positive evolution will continue
SOURCE

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in West
Africa.


Ahead of Nigeria’s general election that was slated for February 16, the Good luck
Jonathan Foundation brought together stakeholders from all over Africa for a one-day
conference to discuss ways of preventing election-related violence on the continent.
The conference, themed ‘Peaceful Elections and National Development’ was chaired
by Gen. Abdulsalam Abubakar, former head of state and chairman of the National
Peace Committee. The gathering was scheduled to take place at the Transcorp Hilton
Hotel in Abuja on February 7, 2019. “Participants were drawn from a cross-section of
relevant stakeholders, which include former heads of state and government, crisis
management experts, diplomatic corps, international development partners, political
parties, traditional institutions, security agencies, civil society organisations, academia, Independent Electoral Commission (INEC), youth and women groups, trade unions
and the media.
SOURCE



Ellen Johnson Sir Leaf, head of ECOWAS observation mission to Nigeria, declared that
Nigeria must get it right in the February 16 presidential and parliamentary elections
because West Africa is looking up to the country. She made this statement when she
led a delegation of seven, to the Nigeria Civil Society Situation Room in Abuja on the
eve of the presidential election. The former president of Liberia acknowledged the
role Nigeria plays in restoring peace in her country. She added that they are keeping
an eye on the delivery of sensitive materials across the state. According to her, this is
going to be a very challenging but important moment for INEC .

ELECTION

SOURCE



On 21 February, 2019 civil society organisations in Senegal requested in a
statement received by APA-Dakar that the country’s internet be kept open to all during the
pre-election and post-election periods. To this end, they invited all stakeholders involved in the provision of telephone and Internet services to ensure its stability and
accessibility throughout the presidential election period slated for 24 February 2019.
They have also invited the Senegalese authorities to publicly declare their commitment to keep the internet open and inform the public of any disruption including social media to remain active and accessible. According to these CSOs an open internet
will promote creativity, innovation, access to information and socio economic, cultural
and political opportunities as well as facilitate freedom of expression. They also highlighted in their statement the excessive control of public media, the influence and
indirect pressure exerted by the government and its allies on many traditional media,
as well as recent acts of violence against journalists in the country.
SOURCE

Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed towards
policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.


Fifteen rights groups on 7 February called on the United Nations to investigate possible "serious" human rights violations in the troubled English-speaking region of western Cameroon.The signatories, including CIVICUS and the Centre for Human Rights
and Democracy in Africa, accused the Cameroon government of "carrying out a systematic and ruthless military campaign" against people in the country's Englishspeaking regions. An "impartial, rigorous investigation is urgently needed," they said
in a letter to the UN and released at a news conference in Johannesburg. "We
strongly believe that a UN-mandated independent international fact-finding mission
would have the immediate effect of quelling violence and saving lives."
They
noted.
SOURCE



After two weeks of strike, teachers in Guniea-Bissau resumed work after disapproving the non-compliance by the government of not having respected its "promises" of
payment of three months of arrears of wages, improvement of their conditions of
life, publication in the Official Journal of a new career plan and the implementation
of a new salary grid. The movement have promised to continue until the government
finds solutions to the problems in education.
SOURCE



The postponement of the presidential and National Assembly elections nationwide,
have led some groups in moving for a class action against the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC), with a demand for financial compensation for Nigerians
arising from losses suffered due to the postponement of the polls. A Jean Monnet
professor and current Director of studies at Centre for International Advanced and
Professional Studies (CIAPS), Prof. Anthony Kila, said his organisation is already planning how to ensure that people affected by the postponement get financial reward.
SOURCE



Scores of Faith Based Organisations (FBO) in collaboration with Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) have launched the Ghana Chapter of “Side by Side” association, a faith
movement to advocate against gender disparities and promote gender quality in
Ghana. The movement formed part of a global association formed to fight against
social inequalities such as child marriage, female genital mutilation, child abuse,
rape, child trafficking, and marital abuses to promote gender justice in regional and
national coalitions. World Vision International, Oxfam Ghana, Women in Law and
Development in Africa as well as faith based organisations, the Christian Council of
Ghana, Traditional Leaders, the Ghana Muslim Mission, Ahmadiyya Muslim Mission,
and the Federation of Muslim Women Association in Ghana are some of the groups
that participated in the lunch.
SOURCE



The youth of Guinea Conakry, have raised concerns at Mouctar Diallo (Minister of
Youth and Employment), about youth unemployment during a meeting held at the
Kaloum Youth House on 15 February. Responding to this concerns, the Minister declared that the President have made investments through a project financed by the
AfDB (African Development Bank) in the fight against youth unemployment. This
project he said is to ensure productivity and marketing to avoid unemployment and
achieve the objective of self-sufficiency in the country. Mr Diallo in his statement
placed a call on all young people to be involved in the agricultural world
to empower themselves.
SOURCE

ADVOCACY

To continuously respond to regulatory policies through coherent and deliberate
strategies, civil society effectively utilize diversified resources to strengthen its operations.


CIVIL SOCIETY
SUSTAINABILITY

Togolese civil society organisations (CSOs) with the support of Pro-CEMA celebrated, for the first time throughout the country from 18 to 23 February 2019, the National Civil Society Day (JNSC), under the theme of social justice. According to Aristide Djenda, Executive Director of the Union des ONG du Togo (UONGTO), the event
aimed to highlight CSOs actions and provide better recognition of these social
"essential" to Togo's development and social cohesion. She recalled that CSOs are
development actors in their own right, distinct from donors and governors, and support people in expressing their aspirations and help to improve the conditions of
various disadvantaged groups. The various activities that were carried out included
conferences-debates, radio and television broadcasts, an exhibition of CSO products
and local dishes, a caravan, a regional civil society symposium, a citizens' evening, a
CSO reflection day on the civil society environment in Togo, an exchange meeting
with public authorities and technical and financial partners on the CSOs environment and a Human Rights Night.
SOURCE



In line with the activities of the Pan-African Climate Justice Alliance (PACJA), Côte
d'Ivoire chapter, the NGO AMISTAD (Actions pour la Mobilisation des Initiatives
d'Aide au Développement) has embarked on a project to build the capacity and
awareness of civil society organisations, the media and local communities on climate change and REDD+ in Côte d'Ivoire. The project began with a workshop which
provided space for networking between civil society organisation in Cote d’Ivoire.
Mr. Brice Delagneau, president of NGO AMISTAD, in his statement advised that for
CSOs in Côte d'Ivoire to be efficient, they must network among themselves and
build a strong platform for their effectiveness. He added that a lot of organisations
miss out on they fail to network. He noted that one cannot evolve alone in this
changing times, as such, there is a need to join a network which PACJA is already
offering.
SOURCE

Spaces for group action, citizen engagement and organization are fundamental to good
governance and ensuring democracy. The ability of citizens and organisations to actively engage with government depends on the availability of such avenues for their engagement both online and offline.



CIVIL SOCIETY

The Declaration of a State of Emergency by H.E. Rtd. Brig. Julius Maada Bio
to seemingly address the increasing spate of the incidence of rape, has
raised worrying eyebrows to many persons and organisations, including the
Bar Association and civil society groups in Sierra Leone. The Declaration of
a State of Emergency regarding Rape and Sexual Offences appears well
meaning, but the road to meeting the challenge has been risky, and could
open the floodgate for abuse of the powers that go with the invocation of a
State of Emergency. Again, the same Court held, that an Emergency situation inevitably connote the curtailment of the rights and freedoms of the
individual, and Emergency Regulations laws to which the fundamental
rights constitutionally must give way.
SOURCE

ENABLING ENVIRON
MENT



On, 24 February, the Acting Prefect of the Littoral, Jean Claude Codjia, assisted by the Secretary General of the Department and the Director of the
Republican Coastal Police, met with some opposition party leaders who
initiated the organisation of the protest scheduled for February 25, 2019 in
Cotonou/Benin. The purpose of the meeting was to notify the organisers
of the march on the formal prohibition of demonstration by the prefectoral
authority, for failure to comply with the time limit required in the declaration regime for public demonstrations. Any action to disrupt public order
on this day could result in a reprimand by law enforcement. He also added
that it was the responsibility of the Republican Police to control any authorised public demonstration and that the conduct of an unauthorised
demonstration constituted a violation of the standards.
SOURCE

Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of women
and youth across the region.


Mimi Mefo a Cameroon female journalist has been shortlisted for an award
as the only African among 16 others by the Index on Censorship. This is to
commemorate their 2019 edition of their freedom of expression awards to
encourage individuals and organisations fighting for free expression. Despite the repressive and self-censoring nature of the Cameroon media’s
landscape, Mimi Mefo has remained fearless in her reports exposing threats
hindering freedom of expression in Cameroon.
SOURCE



WOMEN AND
YOUTH LEADERSHIP

Alice Albright CEO of the Global Partnership for Education (GPE), payed a
curtesy visit to Sierra Leone to lunch the US$17.2 million program on
‘Getting it right – Building a strong foundation for learning’. At the launch of
the ceremony graced by President Julius Maada Bio, the First Lady, and several members of the Sierra Leone’s cabinet, the GPE CEO commended the
government’s promise to children. According to President Bio, free quality
education for all children is one of the flagship program of the new government because of the progress it will drive in other areas. She added that the
GPE supports will be perilous to help Sierra Leone reach the Sustainable
Development Goal for Education (SDG 4). A country which was once known
for its high educational standards, has suffered great blows of its education
system due to a brutal civil war and the Ebola outbreak that hit the country .
SOURCE

Civil societies in West Africa embark on scientific methods and materials to
achieve their organizational objective for the implementation of skills for development.


TECHNOLOGY

Following the fears and concerns by some civil society organisations and
farmers over the safety of the newly commercialized Bt Cowpea (beans) in
Nigeria, scientists have reaffirmed that the pulse is safe for consumption.
The president of the National Biotechnology and Bio-safety Consortium
(NBBC), Prof. Celestine Agboru, during a news conference in Abuja, debunked most of the claims by people kicking against the technology, insisting that “the crop does not contain any harmful element that is dangerous to human health.” According to him, the pod borer resistant Cowpea
was developed by Nigerians and not foreigners. He added that it was developed at the Institute of Agricultural Research, Zaria and the research
took about 10 years before it was commercialised.

FOR DEVELOPMENT

Technology Donation Program for Nonprofits
in West Africa:
Join now to access technology products and services, such
as Office 365, at a discounted rate or for free.

techsoup@wacsi.org/www.techsoup.global

SOURCE

West Africa Civil Society E-Directory
Register on the online directory created to map out
all Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region.
info@csowestafrica.org/www.csowestafrica.org
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