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The CIVICUS Monitor Tool is a research tool built by civil society. It aims to share reliable, up-to-date data on the state of civil society freedoms in all countries.
Based on a constant analysis of multiple streams of data on civic space, each country is assigned a rating ranging between 0 - 100, as follows:

OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all
people
NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally allowed
to express their rights, violations occur.
OBSTRUCTED (41—60) : Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a combination of legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights
REPRESSED (21—40) : Civic space is heavily constrained. Active individuals and civil society
members who criticize power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation, imprisonment, injury and death
CLOSED (0—20) : There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An atmosphere of fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are routinely

CIVIC SPACE
STATUS IN WEST AFRICA

MONITOR.CIVICUS.ORG

In the last few months, the Civicus Monitor Update has reported on
series of protests and strikes against austerity measures in West Africa. Gambia is currently at the bottom of the ratings whereas Cape
Verde is the only country in the ‘Open’ category followed by Senegal
and Ghana in the ‘Narrowed’ category according to the ratings. Most
countries are however in the ‘Obstructed’ category with a couple of
‘Repressed’ outliers such as Cameroon, Mauritania and Chad. Issues
regarding this trend has been identified as criminal defamation (and
press offenses being criminalised), with excessive violence towards
protesters in (Togo, Guinea, Niger and Mali).
West Africans have continued to demand transparency, accountability and good governance from their governments


As part of the 6th edition of Beninese Border Week, the Beninese Agency for the Integrated Management of Border Areas (ABeGiEF) launched a campaign called "National
Mobilisation for the Benefit of Border Areas", through a press conference given by the
Director General of the agency, Marcel Ayiré Baglo on June 2019. According to the
Director General, the objective of Benin Border Week was to inform the general public
about the mission and actions of ABeGiEF to secure and develop border areas and improve the living conditions of the populations living there. He stressed that the management of border areas was multidimensional and required the effective contribution
of all stakeholders. Adding that it was also important for sectoral ministries, defense
and security forces, civil society, technical and financial partners among others to take
ownership of the National Policy for the Development of Border Areas and actively
participate in its operationalisation.
SOURCE



Liberians joined other African countries on June 17, 2019, to observe the African Child
Day. This year’s annual celebration was an opportunity to reflect on the development
towards progress in health, education, equality and protection for all African children.
“The government in many of its reports on the Human Rights status in the country, has
repeatedly declared policies and actions taken to address the plights of children regarding sexual and gender-based violence, domestic violence and child trafficking. But
to the contrary of the government, children rights are being violated daily, ranging
from being bread winners, early child marriage, undergoing female genital mutilation
and experiencing physical assaults such as being beaten to death and burned to the
first degree,” Attorney Nigba noted.

GOVERNANCE

SOURCE

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in West
Africa.


Six candidates comprising the ruling party’s Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, the former
Minister of Defense, the main opposition’s party coalition candidate Sidi Mohamed
Ould Boubacar among others have declared their interest to run for the Presidential
seat in Mauritania after official campaigns for the June 22 elections were opened on
21 June 2019. The candidates are hoping to replace President Mohamed Ould Abdelaziz after his second term tenure ends, in what is expected to be a historical democratic handover of power following the country’s many coups between 1978 to 2008.
The outgoing president, a former general who came to power in a coup in 2008, elected in 2009 and re-elected in 2014 called on the 4.5 million citizens to approach these
elections in a spirit of responsible competition and in a climate of tolerance and solidarity. The opposition has however expressed concerns in the elections pointing at
the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI), whose members are too close
to the government.

ELECTION

SOURCE



Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, a retired general who served as defense minister before
being picked as the chosen successor to Mauritania’s outgoing president, won the 22
June election by a large margin of 52% as confirmed by the country’s electoral commission. The election paves the way for the first peaceful transfer of power since independence from France in 1960, though retiring President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz
had a hand in choosing his successor. Aziz was barred from seeking a third term under
Mauritania’s constitution.

SOURCE

Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed towards
policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.


Over 5000 demonstrators have taken to the streets in Mali’s capital to demand an
end to attacks in the center of the country where there has been an increase in ethnic violence. Ethnic tensions in central Mali have surged since an armed group led by
Amadou Koufa emerged in 2015. The demonstration was organised by a youth association demanding the disarming of militia and for people to "say no to hate" whatever their ethnicity. At least 488 Fulani civilians died in attacks carried out in the central regions of Mopti and Segou between 1 January 2018 and 16 May 2019. In the
same period, armed Fulanis caused 63 deaths among civilians in the Mopti region. In
late March 160 Fulanis were slaughtered, in one of the bloodiest attacks in Mali's
history, preceded by 41 further deaths in ethnic violence.
SOURCE



Auwal Musa Ibrahim, the executive director of Civil Society Legislative
Advocacy Centre (CISLAC) and Chairman of Zero Corruption Coalition (ZCC), popularly
known among his associates as Rafsanjani in an interview with Stella maries Amuwa,
extended holistic solutions to women empowerment and girl child education. The
activist who has been a source of inspiration to Nigerian youths around the country
emphasized that it has become continuously imperative to keep the issues of women
in general and African women on the front burner of the international discourse.
Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre (CISLAC), he said is currently one of the major civil society organisations in Nigeria with a primary focus on legislation and legislative processes. CISLAC is also engaged in policy/legislative advocacy, civil society
capacity
building
and
media
engagement.
SOURCE

ADVOCACY



Nine months after a Nigerian mechanic, Momoh Usman, and three police officers
went missing, three civil society outfits have called on the Nigerian government to
put a closure on the matter. Mr. Usman and the police officers embarked on a journey to Gabon en-route Cameroon, in September 2018, to recover a stolen vehicle
traced to the country by INTERPOL (International Criminal Police Organisation), are
yet to return home. The chairman of the Civil Society Network Against Corruption
(CSNAC), Olanrewaju Suraju, said the duty of the federal government is to defend
the welfare and safety of all its citizens. While the police said they are still investigating the mystery, the families of the mechanic and at least two police officers continue to groan in anguish over the disappearance of their breadwinners.

SOURCE

To continuously respond to regulatory policies through coherent and deliberate
strategies, civil society effectively utilize diversified resources to strengthen its operations.



The Commonwealth in collaboration with the Allamin Foundation for Peace and
Development and the International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN) held a training session for more than 30 Cameroonians designed to highlight the role women
can play in building peace, understanding conflict and countering violent extremism.
Cameroon’s civil society actors involved in supporting women who are on the frontline of fighting extremism and building paths to peace attended the four-day workshop in Douala. The commonwealth deputy head of countering violent extremism
(CVE), Anna Sherburn, described women as powerful actors in the Commonwealth’s
efforts to build resilience to violent extremism. She acknowledged how much can
be learnt by listening to women’s advice in addressing the root causes of violence in
communities. She also emphasised on the need to create opportunities for women
to draw strength and wisdom from each other.
SOURCE

CIVIL SOCIETY



SUSTAINABILITY

Twenty-six (26) civil society organisations (CSOs) in Sierra Leone have been
groomed on the best strategies to adopt in policy advocacy processes. Adding to
these, three organisations (29 in total) learned new ways of creating and sustaining
networks and building robust alliances to enhance their advocacy engagements at
local and national levels. These CSOs were empowered to address policy issues pertaining to gender, extractives, education and governance in the country. This was
achieved through trainings organised by the West Africa Civil Society Institute
(WACSI), in “Introduction to Policy Advocacy and Networking and Alliance Building”.
Both trainings were organised successively in Freetown, Sierra Leone from February
4 to 6 and 7 to 8 respectively with support from IBIS Sierra Leone. The trainings also
benefited local partners of IBIS Sierra Leone working in 4 thematic areas – Gender,
Extractives, Education and Governance.
SOURCE

Spaces for group action, citizen engagement and organization are fundamental to
good governance and ensuring democracy. The ability of citizens and organisations to actively engage with government depends on the availability of such avenues for their engagement both online and offline.

At least 500 protesters of the anti-Biya regime, Cameroon Renaissance Movement (CRM) have been arrested in the twin demonstrations of 1 and 8 June
including their party’s Vice President in Yaounde while calling for the release of
party leader Maurice Kamto and 150 of their supporters, who were imprisoned
late January while protesting the October 2018 elections. The peaceful protesters who were confronted with opposition from police and gendarmes decided
to split and move in groups were eventually infiltrated by intelligence officers,
picked up in several neighborhoods in the capital and taken to undisclosed locations. Despite the crackdown, the party spokesman assures that the pacific national resistance will continue with the outlined plan led by the second vice
calling for release of their leader and an end to the separatist conflict in the
Anglophone regions and a revision of the electoral code.

CIVIL SOCIETY
ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

SOURCE



The government of Mauritania for the second time within one month has
disrupted access to internet throughout the national territory under the
guise of preventing exam malpractices during final year examinations.
From the 10 to 13 June, Mauritanians have been denied internet access for
10 hours every day during the period of the baccalaureat examinations.
Similar measures were equally taken in the 2018 edition of the exam which
was widely and have been greatly condemned as abuse to people’s rights
of freedom to share information. This is quite disturbing considering the
upcoming presidential elections in June as there is a high risk of internet
shutdown during the 2019 polls by the government.
SOURCE

Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of women
and youth across the region.


Monique Ntumngia, founder of ‘Green Girls’ in Cameroon, a social business,
which educates young women from rural communities in the use of renewable energy has received this year’s World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) International President’s Youth award. The award acknowledges and encourages
outstanding achievements of young people under the age of 30 who are making significant contributions to nature conservation. Since its founding in
2015, Green Girls has empowered and trained almost 800 women from 23
communities across Cameroon to generate solar energy and biogas from human waste. It has provided more than 3,000 households with biogas and
more than 100 households with solar installations. Added to Monique’s outstanding contribution to promoting sustainable development in the country,
the award recognises her efforts to champion the inclusion of women and
girls in the renewable energy sector in Cameroon and Africa.
SOURCE



WOMEN AND
YOUTH LEADERSHIP

As part of effort to empower youth for effective policy advocacy, civil society
organisation, YIAGA AFRICA has concluded a four-day training for young community organisers across Nigeria and some parts of Africa. The training, which
ended in Abuja on June 14, saw 38 entry level community organisers and
young leaders exposed to quality training on direct action organising, leadership, policy advocacy, non-violent change, storytelling and public narrative,
coalition building, community mobilisation, and digital organising. The school
which is supported by National Endowment for Democracy was established
six years ago to build a new generation of community organisers across West
Africa with the capacity to drive social change and transformation.
SOURCE



On June 1, 2019, in the premises of Ifangni/Benin Town Hall, the NGO
Fawe-Benin and Sin-Do launched a project to support the social and health
education of young girls. The launch had in attendance the administrative
authorities of the commune, students, teachers and administrators of the
colleges concerned and civil society organisations responsible for its implementation. The project is part of the Strengthening and Participation of
Civil Society (Meals) programme to support the education system in Ifangni
Commune. According to Fawe-Benin's Vice-President, Abègnonhou
Mitchodjèhoun, the initiative will provide girls in target colleges with gender-specific toilets and access to renewable sanitary towels for effective
management of their menstrual hygiene. Ifangni, Raymond Fafoumi in his
remarks considered the initiative was noble and that it met the aspirations
of the municipal council in the fight against the abandonment of girls in the
secondary schools of the municipality.
SOURCE

Technology Donation Program for Nonprofits
in West Africa:
Join now to access technology products and services, such
as Office 365, at a discounted rate or for free.

techsoup@wacsi.org/www.techsoup.global

West Africa Civil Society E-Directory
Register on the online directory created to map out
all Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region.
info@csowestafrica.org/www.csowestafrica.org
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