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The CIVICUS Monitor Tool is a research tool built by civil society. It aims to share reliable, up-to-date data on the state of civil society freedoms in all countries. Based on a
constant analysis of multiple streams of data on civic space, each country is assigned a rating ranging between 0 - 100, as follows:

OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all people
NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally allowed to express
their rights, violations occur.
OBSTRUCTED (41—60) : Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a combination of
legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights
REPRESSED (21—40) : Civic space is heavily constrained. Active individuals and civil society members
who criticize power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation, imprisonment, injury and death
CLOSED (0—20) : There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An atmosphere of
fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are routinely allowed to imprison,
seriously injure and kill people with impunity for attempting to exercise their rights

CIVIC SPACE
STATUS IN WEST AFRICA

MONITOR.CIVICUS.ORG

In the last few months, the Civicus Monitor Update has reported on series of
protests and strikes against austerity measures in West Africa. Gambia is currently at the bottom of the ratings whereas Cape Verde is the only country in
the ‘Open’ category followed by Senegal and Ghana in the ‘Narrowed’ category
according to the ratings. Most countries are however in the ‘Obstructed’ category with a couple of ‘Repressed’ outliers such as Cameroon, Mauritania and
Chad. Issues regarding this trend has been identified as criminal defamation
(and press offenses being criminalised), with excessive violence towards protesters in (Togo, Guinea, Niger and Mali).

West Africans have continued to demand transparency and accountability from their governments.


The Campaign for Good Governance (CGG), a civil society group, urged the government and the
law enforcement agencies to take urgent steps to clamp down the increasing level of violence in
Sierra Leone’ politics. The civil society group indicated that the recent violent events between
the ruling political party; ‘Sierra Leone People Party’ and its main opposition party; ‘All Peoples
Congress' has sent a signal of the instability and insecurity for most citizens. The CGG added that
other forms of violence and lawlessness occurring is becoming a reality in Sierra Leone and seriously asked the police to stick to their constitutional mandate of handling violence in the country.
SOURCE



Civil society groups in the Gambia have written an open letter to President Barrow urging the
embattled head of state to show leadership and support the calls being echoed around the
country for a National Dialogue to take place as a matter of urgency. The request for national
dialogue was submitted after the heavy-handed response to the protest of the 3 years Jotna
movement. The letter was signed by leaders of civil society organisations like the Right to Know
Gambia (R2K), The Democratic, Union of Gambian activists (DUGA), The Gambia Press Union
(GPU), Gambia Participates and Team Gom Sa Borpa. In the letter, the groups cautioned the
president and his administration that the decision they took to ‘go to war’ with people that hold
a different political view is a dangerous tipping point for the stability of the country. Copy of the
letter was submitted to the diplomatic and consular corps in the country, as well as the ECOWAS
and the African Union.
SOURCE



Some civil society organisations in Sierra Leone participated in the third edition of the National
Nutrition Fair held from 5 to 7 February to promote nutrition and end malnutrition at the Miata
conference centre in Freetown. The event was graced by government agencies, the UN, and
International and local donor agencies such as the Assistant UN Secretary-General, Gerda Verburg and the Global SUN Coordinator. The conference was organised by the global Movement,
Scaling Up Nutrition Movement in Sierra Leone (SUN Sierra Leone). The vice president, Dr Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh opened the conference with the theme “Together, nourish, Salone and
build the human capital”. According to Jalloh, the purpose of the conference was to raise awareness of the importance of food and nutrition for the citizens.
SOURCE



Civil society organisations in the Gambia participated in a one-day national consultation on ECOWAS Post Vision 2020 with the Minister of Trade, Industry, Regional Integration and Employment, women leaders and district chiefs in Farafenni in the Gambian North Bank Region. The
theme of the consultation was ‘Towards Peace and Borderless Region’. The gathering would
help to develop a road map for the post-2020 vision for ECOWAS to gather contributions, views
and concerns to enhance integration. According to Ebrima KS Dampha, the governor of the
North Bank Region, engaging all stakeholders in this consultation is a way to empower people to
participate and contribute to the development of road map of ECOWAS for the next 20 to 25
years. Governor Dampha further called on peoples to consolidate and nurture the existing
peace and stability in the Gambian North Bank Region.
SOURCE

GOVERNANCE



On 11 February 2020, civil society, community groups and other members from the local council
and national assembly visited President Adama Barrow of the Gambia at the State House in Banjul. The purpose of the visit was to request from the president street lighting, industries, town
hall, youth capacity-building schemes and more infrastructure that will help revive the Banjul as
the administrative capital of The Gambia. The president acknowledged that Banjul as capital
should be a true reflection of the state of The Gambia, hence promised that his government will
attach great importance to its transformation.
SOURCE

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in West Africa.


On 11 February 2020, the political party Restaurer l’Espoir of Benin released a communiqué in
Cotonou to boycott the 17 May 2020 communal election. According to the party, the election
has no national implications because the laws governing the elections violate the essence of
decentralisation. Moreover, the party believes that the institutions involved in the organisation
offer no guarantee of transparency.
SOURCE



The Ghana Journalist Association (GJA) has launched the 2020 election project against political
vigilantism and electoral violence ahead of this year’s poll on 7 December. The Association said
it will empower the media to constantly denounce political vigilantism and electoral violence
and ensure that the practices are curtailed. The President, Affail Monney added that GJA’s
weapon for this warfare is not guns, cutlasses but pens, cameras, and microphones.
SOURCE



The Autonomous and National Electoral Commission (ANEC), included civil society actors in the
framework of the operations planned for the municipal elections in Benin. The president of ANEC presented to civil society actors the arrangements made for the proper conduct and involvement of all stakeholders in the upcoming municipal and communal elections. The meeting enabled the president of ANEC to collect recommendations from civil society actors for the smooth
running of the elections. The president also reminded civil society leaders that it is their responsibility to sensitize the population to culture peace and non-violence during the election.

ELECTION

SOURCE

Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed towards policy
changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.


A group of civil society organisations in Cote d’Ivoire have come together to organise a peaceful demonstration against constitutional amendments, which is scheduled to come into effect
on 21 March 2020. The demonstration was planned to be led by the following social movements; Jeunesse panafricaine, Alternative citoyenne ivoirienne, Ong élection sans violence and
Je reste Debout. According to the group, a constitutional amendment close to presidential elections may cause unrest in the country.
SOURCE



Aliou Sané, a member of Noo Lank which is a citizen group, announced to embark on a demonstration to call for the release of Guy Marius Sagna and the cancellation of the increase in the
price of electricity in Senegal. According to S Sané and his comrades from Noo Lank, the
demonstration was scheduled for Friday, 28 February 2020 at the Fair interchange of the Liberté 6 roundabout. Macky Sall, the Senegalese head of state, was invited to the march in the
hope to move forward the resolving of the hiatus concerning Guy Sagna situation and the
overall electricity price issue.
SOURCE



Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) Platform on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), SubPlatform 16 (SDG16) has called on the government as a matter of urgency to swiftly implement
the Vigilantism and Related Offences Laws in Ghana. According to SDGs Platform, the purpose
of the law is to disband political party vigilante groups and forbid acts of vigilantism in the
country following the continuous violence that has characterised the country’s by-elections.
SOURCE



On 20 January 2020, a leading Think-Thank civil society group in Sierra Leone, Native Consortium, issued a 14- day ultimatum to the Ministry of Transport and Aviation to renegotiate the
new transport fares. The Native Consortium, known to promote economic justice and consumer protection in West Africa, condemned the hardship from the increment of transport fare on
the citizens as disproportionate. The Executive Director of the Native Consortium, Edmond Abu
Jr. met the transport minister, his deputy and members of the consortium across the region to
address the matter of transport increments. Mr Abu pleaded to the Ministry of Transport and
Aviation to return the transport fares to its old price before a national demonstration takes
place.
SOURCE



On 29 January 2020, the Advocacy Collective (The Collectif pour la défense des intérêts du Bosséa) in a press conference in Dakar, Senegal expressed concern about the Senegal Dev Bosséa
Project suspected to be an attempt to plunder and seize their land. The press conference
graced the leader of the collective Aliou Hamady Ba (coordinator) and the communication
officer, Harouna Seck. Members of the press conference agreed to the threat of the monopolisation and spoliation of land in the Bosséa and suggested that the Advocacy Collective refer
the case to President Macky Sall, the Mediator of the French Republic and the civil societies of
Senegal.
SOURCE



The Consumer Protection Consortium (CPC) of Gambia, non-profit making and voluntary civil
society organisation called on Gambia's Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA) to organise
a meeting of relevant stakeholders to address 'Corporate Thievery'. The CPC further called on
the PURA to expose possible areas of collaboration to safeguard the interests and rights of
consumers in the interest of public health, safety, quality, corporate ethics and the law. Mr.
Alpha Ousman Jallow, the President of CPC, stated that the organisation has identified potential areas of concern that would require the collaboration of PURA to promote consumers'
rights education and help remedy other unfair trade practices. Jallow added that this can be
done through sensitisation of consumers on rights and responsibilities, adoption and promulgation of good policies, collaboration in the area of capacity building, research among others.
SOURCE



Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the cocoa industry in Ghana have called on the Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD) and its related agencies to ensure equitable distribution of resources
and services for all cocoa farmers in the country. They made the call at a National Stakeholder
Dialogue on findings of a research report dubbed "Assessing Farm Gate Pricing and Income of
Cocoa Farmers".
SOURCE



Eight civil society organisations on 27 February 2020, pronounced themselves on the case of
journalist Ignace Sossou in Benin. The organisations called for the annulment of Ignance Sosoou's conviction before the journalist's appeal trial scheduled on 28 February 2020. Since December 2019, many of these organisations including the Amnesty International, Reporter
Without Borders and six other civil society organisations have condemned the sentence imposed on the journalist and pointed out that the sentence violates the right to freedom of expression of the press.
SOURCE



On 31 January 2020, members of the Nio lank platform, students and civil society organisations
demonstrated against the increase in electricity prices in Senegal. The demonstration started
from the Nation Square to the Doudou Ndiaye Rose Square (RTS roundabout). The procession
was also protesting the detention of the activist Guy Marius Sagna. The intention was for
members of the civil society sector to pressure the authorities to seek justice for Guy Marius
Sagna as presented to the ECOWAS court of justice and the UN Human Rights Committee.

ADVOCACY

SOURCE

To continuously respond to regulatory policies through coherent and deliberate strategies,
civil society effectively utilize diversified resources to strengthen its operations.


The West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI), in partnership with African Philanthropy Network (APN), has commissioned a research to assess the existing legal environment for civil
society organisations (CSOs) and philanthropy in Ghana. This research sought to examine
and review relevant Ghanaian laws and policies that aim to regulate CSOs and philanthropy,
explore its efficiencies, weaknesses and gaps that have necessitated a new bill for NGOs in
the country. The one-day workshop was held on 27 February at Accra, Ghana with the aim of
validating findings from the research. The workshop had in attendance 40 participants representing CSOs, NGOs, INGOs platforms, networks and the media. The participants brought to
bear the extensive and diverse experience of Ghana's legal environment and how it directly affects civil society sustainability and philanthropy operations to enrich the research initiative.
SOURCE



CIVIL SOCIETY
SUSTAINABILITY

The West Africa Civil Society Institute (WACSI) in partnership with the Wilde Ganzen
Foundation and the Change the Game Academy organised a Perfection skills training on
Mobilising Support course from Wednesday, 26 to Friday, 28 February 2020 at Tomreik
Hotel, Accra, Ghana. According to Gervin Chanase, Programme Officer, Monitoring Evaluation and Learning Unit at WACSI, the training, was to enhance CSOs ability to move
away from just being service providers to having the ability and capacity to empower
right holders, to be able to realise their rights from duty bearers. The training addressed
issues related to human rights, legal frameworks and the role of social media in the work
of CSOs. Fifteen participants from the not-for-profit organisations in Ghana participated
in the training.
SOURCE

Spaces for group action, citizen engagement and organization are fundamental to good
governance and ensuring democracy. The ability of citizens and organisations to actively
engage with government depends on the availability of such avenues for their engagement both online and offline.


On 17 February 2020, a civil society group in Senegal, ‘The Front for a Popular and PanAfrican Anti-Imperialist Revolution’ (FRAPP/FRANCE DÉGAGE), decided to intensify the
fight for the liberation of its leader, Guy Marius Sagna. Ousmane Wade, the general delegate of the front and his comrades sent a letter to several international and regional institutions to raise awareness on this case. Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS), the African Union (AU) and the United Nations (UN) in Senegal received the
letter entitled ''Note d'information interpellative'' signed by the Secretary-General of
FRAPP/France DÉGAGE. The letter stated the reason and circumstances of the arrest of
Guy Marius Sagna and considered it as arbitrary. The civil society group in the letter
asked the organisations to act accordingly to their relations with Senegal for the rights of
Guy Marius Sagna.
SOURCE



Civil society organisations have denounced the imprisonment of activist Guy Marius Sagna, during a press conference held in Senegal. Organisations such as the Amnesty International/Senegal, the Senegalese League for Human Rights (Lsdh) and the Rencontre
africaine pour la défense des droits de l'homme (Raddho) considered the arrest as
“harassment” and submitted the case to the High Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The president of the Lsdh, Mr Assane Dioma
added that legality, constitutional rights to march and the presumption of innocence are
some of the issues at stake in the arrest of Guy Marius Sagna.
SOURCE



The Premium Times Centre for Investigative Journalism (PTCIJ), a civil society group, on
25 February 2020 launched the Ghana chapter of the “DUBAWA” a Hausa word meaning,
“To Verify” initiative. The DUBAWA is an independent verification and fact-checking
platform to help amplify the culture of truth in public discourse and journalistic practice.
At the launch, Ms Josephine Nkrumah, the Chairperson of the National Commission for
Civic Education (NCCE) mentioned that the initiative emerged because, freedom of the
media had provided fertile grounds for many politicians to own media houses or what
she termed a "propaganda machinery" resulting in growing increase in reckless journalism devoid of objectivity, which served daily doses of misinformation or disinformation
to the public.
SOURCE



The union of teachers in Senegalese university on February 8 2020, made a statement on
the non-respect of academic freedoms in a round table meeting at the University CheikhAnta-Diop (UCAD), Dakar-Senegal. The discussion occurred on the International Day for
the Defence of Academic Freedom for France, Spain, Portugal, Senegal, Tunisia and Turkey. The general secretary of “Syndicat unique des enseignants du Sénégal” (SUDES),
Oumar Dia, expresses concern over the influence of political power or socio-economic
backgrounds on academic freedom. Malick Fall, the “Syndicat autonome des enseignants
du supérieur” (SAES) General Secretary, highlighted the importance of academic freedom
as the foundation of the academic world.
SOURCE



CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING
ENVIRONMENT

On 4 February 2020, civil society actors in Senegal pleaded for the adoption of a new
environment code to reduce the impact of the exploitation of oil and gas resources on
fishing. The advocacy campaign happened in a panel on the theme "Distribution of public
resources, local content and management of environmental impacts in oil and gas operations". The campaign was intended to plead for update considering of the offshore used
dedicated to fishing. Community members of the Saint-Louis region have also expressed
their concerns over the impact of gas exploitation on fishers and the communities.
SOURCE

Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of women and youth
across the region.


On 16 February 2020, the Association of ''Women committed to parity nominations and
elections'' (FENEP), met in Cotonou Benin to campaign for the positioning of women on the
lists of political parties contesting for the communal and municipal elections. This meeting
was held in the presence of politicians as well as civil society actors. The head of the association urges the leaders of political parties to raise women in eligible positions to bring them
to participate effectively in the management of local government affairs.
SOURCE



As part of activities to mark the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for action, Ms Anita
Bhatia, Deputy Executive Director, UN Women, payed a two-daycourtesy visit to Cote d’Ivoire to meet with members of parliament, development partners and civil society actors.
The goal of her visit was to foster collaboration between the groups and UN Women as well
as launch the new UN Women global campaign; “Generation Equality”. During the two-day
visit, Ms Anita Bhatia applauded the efforts of the government for the increase in economic
opportunities for women in Cote d’Ivoire.
SOURCE



The Gender Centre for Empowering Development (GenCED), has rolled out a policy dialogue
series to empower young women to participate and take up roles in 2020 Elections in Ghana. The GenCED Young Women Policy Dialogue which is on the theme; "The role of young
women in Election 2020," also seeks to mobilise young women into decision-making and
stimulate the interest of young women in participating in active politics and governance.
SOURCE

WOMEN AND
YOUTH LEADERSHIP



Women from civil society sector voice their concerns to the Head of State during the opening of the fourth summit of the Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau and GuineaConakry (MSGBC) sedimentary basin in Senegal after he shared his intention to introduce a
new redistribution law on the oil and gas revenues. The advocacy campaign aimed at putting
women and girls at the heart of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Ms Safiétou
Diop, representative of the Senegalese civil society and the president of the Siggil Jigéen
Network pleaded to the president of Senegal to think about the future generations and focus on women’s and girls’ issues in his plan. Ms Safiétou Diop enumerated specific challenges the plan can assist such as keeping girls in school, temporary shelters, the precarious environment and problems of scholarships at university. According to her, the vision to have
women leaders in the future education is key but health, especially the reproductive health
of young girls, must also be considered to fill the reproductive health gaps.
SOURCE

Civil societies in West Africa embark on scientific methods and materials to achieve their organizational objective for the implementation of skills for development.


TECHNOLOGY
FOR DEVELOPMENT

Women from civil society sector voice their concerns to the Head of State during the opening of the fourth summit of the Mauritania, Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau and GuineaConakry (MSGBC) sedimentary basin in Senegal after he shared his intention to introduce a
new redistribution law on the oil and gas revenues. The advocacy campaign aimed at
putting women and girls at the heart of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Ms Safiétou Diop, representative of the Senegalese civil society and the president of the Siggil
Jigéen Network pleaded to the president of Senegal to think about the future generations
and focus on women’s and girls’ issues in his plan. Ms Safiétou Diop enumerated specific
challenges the plan can assist such as keeping girls in school, temporary shelters, the precarious environment and problems of scholarships at university. According to her, the vision
to have women leaders in the future education is key but health, especially the reproductive health of young girls, must also be considered to fill the reproductive health gaps.
SOURCE

Technology Donation Program for Nonprofits in West
Africa:
Join now to access technology products and services, such as Office
365, at a discounted rate or for free.

techsoup@wacsi.org/www.techsoup.global

West Africa Civil Society E-Directory
Register on the online directory created to map out all Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region.
info@csowestafrica.org/www.csowestafrica.org
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