
Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed to-
wards policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.  

 Yoruba World Congress of Nigeria, a solidarity group of networks, on 21 January 
2020, took to the streets of Osogbo to march in support of the Western Nigeria 
Security Network codenamed Amotekun. The march started in the morning at the 
Nelson Mandela Freedom Park through to Olaiya Junction eulogising the South 
West Governors for coming up with the security initiative. Civil society groups 
such as Agbekoya and the Hunters Group of Nigeria participated in the march. 

 

 The Network of Structures for the Protection of Children in Difficult Situations 
(ReSPESD) on 7 January 2020, organised a meeting at Grand-Popo in Benin to 
fight against cross-border trafficking. Civil society actors including some country 
officials from Benin and Togo took part in the meeting and reflected on cross bor-
der trafficking issues in the region.  The meeting served as a platform for 
knowledge production and experiences sharing to boost the fight against cross-
border trafficking in Benin and Togo. The primary intension of this gathering was 
to boast the collaboration of these two countries in the fight against illegal 
trafficking across border in the region. 

 
 
 

 The Guinean ‘FNC’ on 13 January, called on its general public to hold a demon-
stration on Alpha Conde’s 19 December 2019 public expression on his decision to 
carry out a coup d’état. According to them the demonstration was aimed at em-
powering the people of Guinea to be vigilant and hold Mr. Alpha Conde accounta-
ble. The protest was planned to be embarked on both the national territory and 
abroad.  

 
 

 ARocha Ghana, an environmental protection group together with 20 civil society 
groups, has sued the government of Ghana disallowing it to reserve the Atewa 
Forest for the mining of bauxite. ARocha Ghana filed a notice of civil action 
against the government of Ghana on January 3, 2020, over the plans to “exploit 
the Atewa Range Forest for bauxite. The action intends to protect and safeguard 
the environment. EcoCare Ghana, Ghana Youth Environment Movement, Save the 
Frogs Ghana, and several other institutions have affirmed their support to ensure 
that governments, both now and in the future, respect the rights of Ghanaians to 
a safe and healthy environment. 

 
 
 

 The Gambia Center for Victims of Human Rights Violations (GCVHRV), a non-
profit organisation championing the causes of victims of human rights under the 
former regime during a close conference meeting at their headquarters in Kololi, 
called on the government to suspend party activities of the previous regime, Alli-
ance for Patriotic Reorientation and Construction (APRC).   According to them, 
until the Truth Reconciliation and Reparation Commission (TRRC), process is com-
pleted and necessary recommendations implemented, their activities must be on 
hold for a smooth transitional justice process to unite and reconcile the people 
and nation as a whole. 
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West Africans have continued to demand transparency and accountability from 
their governments. 

 The Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) in Sierra Leone on 7 January 2020, held 
a press conference at the St. George’s Cathedral Hall, to discuss a 2018 pub-
lished report by the Auditor General on the disappearance of 140 billon Sierra 
Leonean leone across various government ministries and departments. Ever 
since published, the report has raised questions on the current administration 
led by the president of Sierra Leone. Supporters of the ruling party Sierra Leone 
People’s Party (SLPP) stated that the party has nothing to do with the incident 
and cannot be held responsible for all the missing cash after being in power for 
only seven and half months. The conference attracted the media and civil socie-
ties for information sharing about the report and the upcoming actions on the 
matter. 

 

 

 On 18 January 2020, ‘Afrique Secours et Assistance’ (ASA) an NGO in Guinea 
Bissau, conducted a sensitisation exercise against child labour in Koréguhé of 
Guinea Bissau. The activity was funded by Rain Forest Alliance. The program 
educated the participants against the dangers of allowing children to engage 
in rigorous labour, as well as the laws on child’s rights, in a bid to promote 
the fundamental human rights of children.  

 
 
 On 17 January 2020, L’Organisation nationale pour l’enfant, la femme et la 

famille (ONEF) in Cote d’lvoire organised a workshop to mark the end of their 
project aimed at empowering 110 women from the Saleupleu village to go 
into farming. The  project was undertaken in partnership with Centre de la 
Femme arabe pour la formation et la recherche (CAWTAR), and had in 
attendance government authorities, development partners and civil society 
organisations across the country.   According to the president of ONEF, Mad-
am Rachel Gogouam, the goal of the project was to alleviate the acute finan-
cial difficulties that women in Saleupleu face daily.   

 

 On 6 January 2020, several women organisations in Senegal held a press 
meeting under the theme "Women united for a new, fairer and more equita-
ble social contract". The women organisations engaged the presidential can-
didates of the country to make a stance on women's rights and expressed 
their concerns on issues of women and children in their various programmes. 
Participating women groups that attended the meeting include, the Senega-
lese Women's Council (Cosef), the Committee to Combat Violence Against 
Women (Clvf), the Association of Senegalese Jurists (Ajs), the Senegalese 
Association of University Women (Asfdu) and the African Women's Associa-
tion for Research and Development (Afard). 

ELECTION 

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in 
West Africa. 

 

 About 18 civil society groups in Ghana including West Africa Civil Society Insti-
tute (WACSI), have kicked against the Electoral Commission's proposal to com-
pile new voter register ahead of election 2020. The CSOs believes that the nation 
does not, in the face of the present facts, need to throw out everything and ac-
quire a new infrastructure when the present system can be augmented and 
made capable of performing the task. 

 

 On 9 January 2020, several civil society organisations in Cote d’lvoire gathered 
for a workshop on the protection of human rights towards peaceful elections in 
2020. This workshop was organised by Le conseil national des droits de l’homme 
(CNDH) in partnership with National Endowment for democracy (NED), and saw a 
gathering of members of political parties, youth groups and other civil society 
actors.  

 

 The ‘‘En Aucun Cas” civil society group has called for protests to take place in 
several cities across the country on 11 and 13 January  2020, to denounced Presi-
dent  Faure  Gnassingbe’s  decision to run for a fourth term in the upcoming 
presidential elections slated 22 February 2020. Individuals in Togo are advised to 
monitor developments, avoid all political rallies and demonstrations as a precau-
tion, and adhere to all instructions issued by the local authorities and their home 
governments.  

 

 Election monitoring groups in Ondo State of Nigeria have proffered remedies for 
credible elections in the upcoming Edo and Ondo elections. The election moni-
toring groups which include the Centre for Democracy Development (CDD), 
YIAGA Africa and Global Right charged President Muhammadu Buhari and Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commission on how to conduct a credible pools de-
void of violence.  
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TECHNOLOGY  

FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 
Civil societies in West Africa embark on scientific methods and materials to 
achieve their organizational objective for the implementation of skills for devel-
opment. 
 

 An investment guide for technology entrepreneurs in Ghana has been 
launched to support and enhance their operations to become successful 
businesses. The “Scale Up! Entrepreneur’s Guide to Investment in Ghana” 
was designed to provide early to mid-stage entrepreneurs operating in the 
tech sector with the requisite information required to navigate the Ghana-
ian entrepreneurial ecosystem and investment landscape. 
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CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING 

ENVIRONMENT 

 A youth-led community development organisation (Young People Without 
Borders) in The Gambia Kombo South, hosted a three-day peace festival 
in Siffoe. The peace synergy engaged civil society organisations and local 
communities in the Gambia and Casamance for peace through culture. The 
peace festival was meant to consolidate peace and free movement of peo-
ple and goods. The General Secretary, Ana Jatta urged women to venture 
into initiatives that are geared towards building and consolidating peace in 
the region. Jatta also called women to allow their daughters to take part in 
such activities and be advocates and ambassadors of peace.   

 
 
 

 Civil Society groups and actors in Cameroon have participated in a sympo-
sium organised by the  Africa Forum. The symposium comprise of a group 
of former African leaders and Head of States aimed at addressing the chal-
lenges facing the country and addressing  possible ways of resolving it. The 
Forum was graced by over five hundred Cameroonians consisting of opin-
ion leaders, government agencies, political parties, traditional authorities, 
religious bodies, youth leaders and more.  

 
 
 

 A coalition of civil society organisations in Liberia (COCSOL), has recog-
nised the efforts of Idrissa Mansaray, a businessman in the mining and 
agricultural sector in Cape Mount County. Idrissa Mansaray has been using 
proceeds from his mining and agricultural businesses to impact the impov-
erished communities and people in Grand Cape Mount County for some 
time now, but couldn’t attract the attention of others outside of Porkpah 
District. In response to his contribution to the sector, the coalition award-
ed him with the COCSOL Prestigious Annual Award, as “Liberia Most Out-
standing Humanitarian of the Year.”  
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Spaces for group action, citizen engagement and organization are fundamental to 

good governance and ensuring democracy. The ability of citizens and organisa-

tions to actively engage with government depends on the availability of such 

avenues for their engagement both online and offline.  

CIVIL SOCIETY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

 The chairperson for STAR Ghana Foundation, Dr Esther Ofei-Aboagye, 
has urged civil society groups in the country to take interest in the Gha-
na Beyond Aid Agenda. Dr Nana Ato Arthur, the Head of Local Govern-
ment Service in Ghana, added that it was important for individuals, 
households and communities to appreciate the Ghana Beyond Aid 
agenda that seeks to harness and deploy the local resources of the 
country in an effective and efficient manner to create economic oppor-
tunities for all. 
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To continuously respond to regulatory policies through coherent and deliber-
ate strategies, civil society effectively utilize diversified resources to strengthen 
its operations. 

Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of 
women and youth across the region. 
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