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The CIVICUS Monitor Tool is a research tool built by civil society. It aims to share reliable, up-to-date data on the state of civil society freedoms in all countries.
Based on a constant analysis of multiple streams of data on civic space, each country is assigned a rating ranging between 0 - 100, as follows:

OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all
people
NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally allowed
to express their rights, violations occur.
OBSTRUCTED (41—60) : Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a combination of legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights
REPRESSED (21—40) : Civic space is heavily constrained. Active individuals and civil society
members who criticize power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation, imprisonment, injury and death
CLOSED (0—20) : There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An atmosphere of fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are routinely

CIVIC SPACE
STATUS IN WEST AFRICA

MONITOR.CIVICUS.ORG

In the last few months, the Civicus Monitor Update has reported on
series of protests and strikes against austerity measures in West Africa. Gambia is currently at the bottom of the ratings whereas Cape
Verde is the only country in the ‘Open’ category followed by Senegal
and Ghana in the ‘Narrowed’ category according to the ratings. Most
countries are however in the ‘Obstructed’ category with a couple of
‘Repressed’ outliers such as Cameroon, Mauritania and Chad. Issues
regarding this trend has been identified as criminal defamation (and
press offenses being criminalised), with excessive violence towards
protesters in (Togo, Guinea, Niger and Mali).
West Africans have continued to demand transparency, accountability and good governance from their governments

GOVERNANCE



The International Labour Organisation (ILO) and other developmental agencies in Nigeria, are set to develop national work plans to eliminate child labour in the country.
Stakeholders, including Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs), Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs), labour congress and unions in the mining, cocoa and gold supply
chain, at a two-day workshop in Abuja, called for synergy and determination on the
part of all in ending the menace of child labour and trafficking in Nigeria and Africa by
the year 2025. The two-day workshop organised by ILO, and financed by the government of Netherlands, was part of ILO’s project Acceleration of Action in the Elimination
of Child Labour in Supply Chains in Africa (ACCEL). The project covers six
African
SOURCE
countries - Mali, Malawi, Nigeria, Cote D’Ivoire, Egypt, and Uganda.



The Multi-actor Budget Monitoring Framework (MBMF) in partnership with the Citizen
Network for Fiscal Transparency organised a sharing and orientation workshop on Senegal's admission to the Open Government Partnership (OGP) program. The OGP is to
strengthen transparency, access to budgetary information and civic engagement in 68
countries around the world, including 8 African countries. During this workshop, the
various actors of civil society, government and NGOs discussed the issues and challenges of Senegal's admission to the OGP and the validation of the decentralisation mechanism of the MBMF. The latter is a forum for dialogue, capacity building and participatory monitoring of the implementation of the national budget, i.e. the
budget
SOURCE
of the State, local authorities and public institutions.



The headquarters of Young Volunteers for the Environment (JVE) and the CSO working
group on SDGs (GTOSCODD), on 2 May launched the national information and awareness campaign in Togo "Thursday's ODDyssée. The campaign objective was to help Togolese citizens understand their role in achieving the MDGs, particularly the country’s
National Development Plan (NDP). For the Director of WANEP-Togo and Chair of the
Group's Interim Management Committee, Ms. DADO Nora, this initiative of civil society
actors was a way to encourage self-questioning, self-criticism and to provide their contributions to leaders for the achievement of sustainable development policies. This
campaign is said to take place every two months on different themes.
SOURCE

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in West
Africa.


The 2019 Presidential Election Petition Tribunal sitting in Abuja (Nigeria), has fixed
dates for the pre-hearing session of petitions filed by Alh. Atiku Abubakar. The Presidential Candidate of the People’s Democratic Party (PDP), Atiku Abubakar, is challenging the election victory of Muhammadu Buhari of the All Progressives Congress at the
2019 presidential polls. The tribunal is fixed on 15 and 16 May 2019, for the prehearing session. At the inaugural hearing which held at the Court of Appeal, all lawyers representing parties in the matter were called upon to identify the petitions and
applications filed. The courtroom was filled with lawyers, INEC officials,
and
journalists.
SOURCE



After the announcement of the parliamentary elections results on 1 May 2019, with a
low turnout and the exclusion of opposition parties, the city of Cotonou (Benin), was
marked by violent demonstrations. Supporters of former head of state Thomas Bony
Yayi have taken to the streets in fear of a possible arrest of their leader. The supply
forces had to use tear gas to disperse these protesters. According to the activist of the
FCBE party, Aristide Metowanou, the country belongs to all Beninese people. Affirming also that they will fight the dictatorship with their bare hands even if
SOURCE
necessary.



The Electoral Alliance of the Democratic Opposition in Mauritania (AEOD), which includes four of the six candidates in the presidential election on 22 June, has accused
the current regime of continuing to systematically tamper with electoral process to
satisfy a set agenda. Listing several measures that could undermine the neutrality and
impartiality of power, AEOD pointed out appointments to state positions for electoral
purposes, granting various licenses and public services based on political affiliation
and not merit. In addition, AEOD recalled that its previous complaints remained totally
or partially unsatisfied such as the restructuring of the electoral commission, the revision and verification of the electoral list for a sufficient period of at least two months,
the invitation of international observers to supervise the elections and the opening of
the public media to all parties. The opposition holds the regime fully responsible for
the consequences of holding non-consensual elections and without providing the minimum conditions of freedom, transparency, integrity and everything that can result
from them and their consequences, the statement concluded.

ELECTION

SOURCE

Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed towards
policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.


Save the Children International (SCI) Liberia Country Office embarks on a two-year
health workers’ project aimed at advocating for increment in budgetary allocation to
the health system of Liberia. According to a release issued, the project intends to
save the lives of children in vulnerable communities through a strengthened health
sector and the political commitment to increase health financing and investment. To
ensure that it achieves its desired goal, SCI has begun strengthening the capacity of
two civil society organisations to advocate for the increase in health system financing
and ensure that Universal Health Coverage (UHC) with emphasis on Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (MNCH) is realised. Partnership for Sustainable Development
(PaSD) and Scaling Up Nutrition Civil Society Alliance of Liberia (SUNCSAL) are implementing the project. The civil society groups have already held community dialogue
meetings with paramount chiefs and local government officials in Montserrado and
Margibi counties, respectively, as part of activities of the project.



A group of doctors and nurses staged a protest on 13 May in the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott at the contraindications center urgency wing
to
demand implementation of the unfulfilled signed agreement they had with government on 13 March. As per the agreement, they expected a raise in salary, registration for doctors, distribution of plots and an increase in retirement age. Expressing
their grievances, Sheikh Wali Ould Ahmed, president of the National Union of Public
Health attested that workers in the health sector are living in miserable conditions.
He emphasised the need for health practitioners to be well taken care of in order to
provide good healthcare to services to citizens.
SOURCE



Rights activists have called on the Sierra Leone government to investigate
and
prosecute a high-profile rape case involving a Paramount Chief in the southern Bonthe district. The victim, a 17-year old girl in Subu Village in the Gbap Nongobabulum
Chiefdom, alleged that she was sexually penetrated by Paramount Chief Jonathan
Tucker. The alleged incident, which occurred earlier this year, initially generated
huge public attention, coming just after the government had declared a national
emergency on rape. Of concern was sexual penetration of minors, for which a presidential pronouncement ordered life sentence for offenders However, while the police say they are working on the matter and promising to reach a conclusion soon,
rights campaigners say the speed is not fast enough. The Human Rights Defenders
Network (HRDN), a coalition of civil society groups, blamed this apparent inaction on
political interference.



To commemorate World Press Freedom Day, hundreds of Englishspeaking journalists in Cameroon took part in a conference and peaceful protests to
denounce abuses perpetuated by separatists’ fighters and government upon them.
More than two dozen of journalists have been arrested or threatened by both
groups since the separatist crises started causing many journalists to either abandon
their work or flee to safer localities. They called on stake holders to give peace a
chance and provide them an enabling environment to practice as journalists and stop
arbitrary arrests on the grounds of propagating terrorism and false information to
empower themselves.

ADVOCACY

SOURCE

SOURCE

SOURCE

To continuously respond to regulatory policies through coherent and deliberate
strategies, civil society effectively utilize diversified resources to strengthen its operations.


The West Africa Network for Peace Education (WANEP) Peace Direct has in the past
18 months enhanced the capacity of 42 civil society organisations in 8 regions of
Mali under the project consolidation of peace at the grassroots of Mali to increase
the sense of security and social cohesion among communities in Mali. They have
strengthened the capacity of local CSOs to manage and coordinate peacebuilding
initiatives and activities which is essential for lasting peace in Mali. Attaher AG
Iknane, the Secretary General of the Ministry of Social Cohesion, Peace and National Reconciliation, present at the closing ceremony of the project commended the
project leaders for their efforts in bringing peace back to Mali.

CIVIL SOCIETY

SOURCE

SUSTAINABILITY

Spaces for group action, citizen engagement and organization are fundamental to good
governance and ensuring democracy. The ability of citizens and organisations to actively engage with government depends on the availability of such avenues for their engagement both online and offline.


Civil society groups across Sierra Leone have condemned the "shrinking" political
space in the country. The condemnation from more than 20 CSOs came following
what they alleged were repeated attacks on activists and human right defenders.
“The escalating attacks on civil society activist(s) and whistleblower(s) have taken
a toll not just on individuals but also on social justice activist(s) and human rights
defenders, and in circumstances in which the agents of such acts of violence are
often alleged to be state actors or their accomplices,” their statement reads. Besides the attacks from outsiders, civil society on its own has had challenges in
dealing with political divide within its ranks. The statement of this group affirmed
fears that seeming political divide might only be getting worse. The statement of
this group affirmed fears that seeming political divide might only be getting
worse.
SOURCE



A three-day International Scientific Colloquium on Respect for Human Rights and
Peace Education for the Prevention of Violent Extremism was held on 15 May
2019, at Peacekeeping School and organised by the Catholic University of West
Africa and the Division of Human Rights and Protection Division (DDHP) of MINUSMA. The aim of this conference was to contribute to strengthening the culture of young people and other participants on the importance of respect for human rights in the fight against violent extremism and terrorism, for the construction of a lasting peace in Mali. The Director of DDHP expressed that violent extremism has become a growing challenge especially in the Sahel region due to
low government presence and security levels. According to him, the fight against
radicalism and violent extremism is a strategic priority for the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights in Mali, particularly through education programs
and preventive measures against radicalisation.
SOURCE



Amnesty International urges authorities in Mauritania to immediately and unconditionally release two famous bloggers who have been in detention for two
months solely for posting on Facebook about alleged corruption in the country.
Cheikh Ould Jiddou and Abderrahmane Weddady were arrested on 22 March by
the Economic Crimes Unit in Mauritania’s capital Nouakchott, charged with malicious accusation, detained at the central prison and had their national ID cards
and passports confiscated by the authorities. Amnesty International sees such
unlawful detention to crush critics in the Muslim country. “The Mauritanian authorities should be opened to debates, and criticism from human rights defenders, activists and journalists. Respect for and protection of the right to freedom of
expression should be a priority for the authorities, ahead of a Presidential election,” said Kiné Fatim Diop.

CIVIL SOCIETY
ENABLING ENVIRONMENT

SOURCE

Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in the activities of women
and youth across the region.


33-year-old Cameroonian, Manka Angwafor has emerged a 2019 Sub-Saharan
African laureate of the Cartier Women’s Initiative thanks to Grassland, an organisation she founded in 2015 in response to difficulties faced by farmers in
accessing loans. Grassland offers smallholder farmers asset-based financing,
tools, training and market access. Grassland Cameroon has reached 300 farmers in the northwest with indirect impact on 1,800 residents since its inception. Her award grants her about XAF50 million and tailored support. It will
also boost her visibility on the media with networking possibilities as well as
opportunity to participate in an executive program of the business school
INSEAD.
SOURCE



Having the awareness that adolescence is a vital stage of growth
and
development when young people are intensely influenced by their peers and
the outside world, Girls for Change (GFC) Executive Director, Mrs. Ora Barclay
Keller since 2013, has been keeping sleeves above elbow to provide lifesaving
skills to teenage mothers in Liberia. This include nurturing them to form a
positive self-image, manage emotions, build relationships, strengthen social
skills, and deal with peer pressure. “Most of the girls we are providing opportunities for are victims of sexual abuse and some got pregnant while in school
and retaining them in school is a primary concern for us” she said. According
to her they saw a gap in the lack of a safe environment for these children to
play and learn,” Mrs. Keller emphasised that it is based on this that GFC began
running their childhood development programs to provide care for these kids
to sustain their mothers in school. “This allows the mother to be settled in
school and pay attention to her studies, because her child is being taken care
of at our child development center,” she added.
SOURCE



On May 9 2019, at Agora Senghor, the Coordination of Women's Organisations of Togo (COFET) organised a training workshop for capacity building of
its members in the maritime region and Lomé Commune. The theme chosen
for this occasion was: "Strengthening the umbrella organisation of women's
organisations in Togo; awareness, enrolment and affiliation in the maritime
region". This training was attended by Fifty (50) women's organisations bringing together member structures, new networks and new associations belonging to the national umbrella organisation. The aim of this initiative was to establish a strong movement of women's organisations for the holistic implementation of national development.
SOURCE

WOMEN AND
YOUTH LEADERSHIP

Civil societies in West Africa embark on scientific methods and materials to
achieve their organizational objective for the implementation of skills for development.


TECHNOLOGY
FOR DEVELOPMENT

On May 21, 2019, MCA-Benin II launched the first phase of the theoretical
and practical training session for women entrepreneurs in the electricity
sector at Chant d'Oiseau in Cotonou/Benin. This training was part of the
Women's Entrepreneurship Support Initiative in the Electricity Sector. The
training was aimed at building the capacity and knowledge of these women in business development, access to electricity markets and the expansion of their activities in peri-urban and rural areas. The training is said to
also allow a collaboration with banks, decentralized financial systems in
order to submit financing needs for the beneficiaries' business projects.
According to the National Coordinator MCA-Benin II, this initiative is important in addressing the challenges of access to finance and markets for
the development and outreach of women's businesses at the national,
regional and international levels.
SOURCE

Technology Donation Program for Nonprofits
in West Africa:
Join now to access technology products and services, such
as Office 365, at a discounted rate or for free.

techsoup@wacsi.org/www.techsoup.global

West Africa Civil Society E-Directory
Register on the online directory created to map out
all Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region.
info@csowestafrica.org/www.csowestafrica.org
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