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Abstract

This study investigated the impact of the 

Anglophone crisis in Cameroon on the 

development of the two affected regions. The study 

adopted the exploratory research design. Data 

was collected from the field through observations 

and correspondent with communities as well as 

newspaper and online news reports. A survey was 

also conducted and it collated the responses of 

some 20 participants who observed that they have 

been affected by the crisis. They largely pointed 

out that the crisis has impeded development 

efforts in the region in the infrastructure, 

education and socio-economic domains. The 

findings revealed that the Anglophone crisis has 

caused a development gap in the crisis affected 

regions as people have been displaced, lives lost, 

businesses closed down, developmental projects 

abandoned. Additionally, it revealed that just 20 

percent of educational institutions in the crisis 

zones are functional and agricultural as well as 

commercial establishments destabilised with a 

few operational. Similarly, the manpower needed 

for development as well as the activities of the civil 

society organisations have been slowed down in 

the conflict zone because of the crisis. Therefore, it 

is recommended that efforts to restore peace and 

stability should be prioritised as this will create 

the enabling environment to revive educational 

activities, businesses, agricultural activities and 

boost infrastructural development in the affected 

regions. 

Keywords: Anglophone crisis; Civil society 

organisations; Development; Cameroon.
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escalation of conflict implies a possible reduction 

in education expenditure by governments and a 

fall in school enrolment. 

In addition to its threat to human existence and 

wellbeing, and its effects on education, conflicts 

also influence the economy and related sectors 

like the agricultural sector, health and education 

sectors. Højbjerg (2009) points out that although 

the rationale behind every conflict is pluralistic 

and blurred, the consequences are more clearly 

identifiable. As such, it necessitates an examination 

on the extent to which identifiable consequences 

of conflicts affect different sectors of society. This 

study seeks to explore the impact of conflict on 

development. Specifically, it seeks to examine the 

extent to which development has been affected 

in the two English-speaking regions of Cameroon. 

The two English-speaking regions of Cameroon, 

the Northwest and Southwest regions are two 

regions that have experienced spates of instability 

since the organisation of a strike action by teachers 

and lawyers from these regions in September 

2016. The strike action turned violent, and since 

then civilian-led social movements, through 

nonviolent action was received by a stiff response 

from government authorities. Since September 

2016, from a protest march, the situation has 

worsened into an armed conflict. 

How has this conflict affected the pace of 

development in the regions? This is the principal 

question that this research attempts a preliminary 

response to. To derive a response to this question, 

development will be examined using some 

key pillars of activities that kept both regions 

economically, socially and politically buoyant 

prior to the growing state of unrest. These include 

education, agriculture and commercial activities, 

infrastructure development and civil society 

engagement. 

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Conflict continues to be a development issue 

across the globe. In Africa, post the independence 

struggles, conflict has existed in the forms of civil 

wars, genocide, electoral violence, independence 

struggles as well as violent extremism. In a recent 

study on conflict and development, Ray and 

Esteban (2017) posit that;

“Many types of organised unrest can lead 

to relatively low levels of deadly violence: 

demonstrations, strikes, coups, the 

detaining of political prisoners, or even 

the growth of organised crime come to 

mind. Their costs might even exceed the 

costs imputed to civil wars. Indeed, one 

might argue that this type of social unrest 

corresponds more clearly to the Marxian 

notion of “class struggle” rather than a 

recurring state of armed civil war.”

Such is the myriad of conflicts that characterise 

some African countries today. The existential 

threats posed by these varying forms of conflict 

are enormous. These conflicts inflict human 

sufferings on its victims. These can be in one or 

more forms of either social, economic or political 

impacts.

Between April 1994 to June 1994, an unprecedented 

genocide was experienced in Rwanda. This 

witnessed the killing of over 800,000 Rwandese, 

many of whom were Tutsis and an estimated 

75 per cent of Tutsis were killed. The genocide 

emerged at a time when Liberia, in West Africa, 

was experiencing the heat of a deadly civil war. 

The tussle for power in Liberia lasted from 1990 to 

2003 resulting is the loss of over 250,000 human 

lives, destruction of infrastructure, severe human 

injuries, both physical and psychological. The war 

gravely affected the economy of the country and 

its education system. 

Beyond the loss of human lives and the 

psychological trauma that wrecks live in war and 

or conflict torn zones, education is affected. Lai 

and Thyne (2007) state that the existence and 
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2.0 GOAL AND OBJECTIVES OF 
THE STUDY

The overarching goal of this study is to examine 

how the crisis in the two English-speaking regions 

of Cameroon – dubbed the Anglophone crisis – 

has affected the development of the regions. 

Specifically, the study objectives comprise of the 

following;

a) To examine how the conflict has affected

infrastructure development in the two

regions,

b) To understand how the conflict has

affected education in the two regions,

c) To explore the extent to which the

conflict has affected the agricultural and

commercial sectors in the two regions,

and

d) To know how civil society’s activities have

been affected by the crisis.

3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

Cameroon’s 2035 economic emergence plan 

takes into the consideration four of the five 

constructs that will be analysed to ascertain the 

extent to which the conflict in the two English-

speaking regions of the country has affected 

the development of these regions (Republic of 

Cameroon, 2020b). According to the development 

plan, developing basic education, increasing the 

number of schools and nursery, primary and 

secondary, technical and vocational educational 

institutions and improving the supply of academic, 

university and vocational training are elements 

that demonstrate government’s willingness to 

improve education. The plan also promises to scale 

up agricultural revolution and the establishment 

and management and management of SMEs and 

SMIs; an indication of government’s willingness 

to boost agricultural and commercial activities. 

To address issues pertaining to infrastructure 

development, the plan promises to improve the 

level of transport infrastructure: road, rail, sea, 

etc. Engagement with civil society organisations 

is necessary to appreciate the extent to which 

nonstate actors, arguably an indispensable actor 

in the drive for development in the country. It is 

therefore important to examine how the conflict 

affects their operations.  
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Furthermore, the plan seeks to ensure that 

Cameroon, by 2035, becomes a united and 

indivisible nation enjoying peace and security; a 

true, strong and fair democracy; a decentralised 

administration at the service of development; a 

prosperous economy with good infrastructure; 

among others (Republic of Cameroon, 20209a). 

However, the conflict in the English-speaking 

regions of the country, that has existed for over 

three years now, the trajectory to emergence is 

being truncated.

Kum (2018) points out that although Cameroon’s 

2035 emergence plan is a laudable initiative, the 

contextual realities, notably the security climate 

in the country raise doubt to the possibility of 

realising the ambitious plan. It is worth noting 

that insecurity in Cameroon is on the rise both in 

the two far western regions affected by the crisis 

as well as the terrorist insurgence plaguing the 

Far North region of the country. These insecurities 

raise questions as to the government’s ability to 

realise the 2035 emergence plan. Hence, according 

to Kum (2018), “if the aphorism, ‘where there is 

peace, there is development’ is anything to go by, 

one can probably say that the current political and 

security climate in Cameroon lead some credence 

to the fears among its citizens.

Evidence in available literature points to the fact 

that conflicts impede the pace of development. 

The existence of conflicts nurtures a conducive 

environment that limits citizens from realising their 

full potentials, hence, disallowing the achievement 

of goals within a national development framework. 

For example, Clark (2013) explains that people 

living in conflict affected countries are twice 

as likely as people living in other developing 

countries to see their children die before they 

reach the age of five. She adds that they are more 

than three times less likely to be able to send their 

children to school like their counterparts in other 

developing countries. 

Conflicts inflict some degree of economic pain 

on the government in which the conflict is 

perpetuated, the perpetuators of the conflict and 

on the victims of the conflict. Ray and Esteban 

(2017) point out that all conflicts, irrespective of 

the cause, have an undercurrent of economic loss 

it inflicts on the nation in which it occurs. From the 

preceding arguments, conflicts has an impact on 

development. 

The scale and breadth of the impact of conflict on 

development was further tested and ascertained 

by Gates et al. (2015). In their study, they studied 

the effects of conflict on seven Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) using seven 

observable indicators and pointed out that there is 

a causal effect of conflict on development, albeit, 

requiring further interrogation post the MDGs era.

Data from literature point to the fact that conflict 

influences development. Although the degree of 

influence could vary based on the type of conflict, 

the rationale behind the conflict, the duration 

of the conflict, the actors in the conflict among 

others, it does not deny the limitations conflict 

can cause to the development process. Hence, 

Neureiter (2013) is of the view that, “peace and 

security are essential for broader progress on 

development”, and she further argues for the 

need for this to be interrogated in the post-MDG 

framework because conflict and fragility have 

been fundamental obstacles to the achievement 

of the MDGs in some countries. 

The above literature suggest that conflict affects 

development. It further suggests that conflicts 

were a contributing factor towards the non-

attainment of the MDGs in some developing 

countries. It is therefore recommended that 

investigations should be undertaken to examine 

the extent to which conflicts affect development 

in the post MDGs era. Given that the Anglophone 

crisis in Cameroon commenced at the sunrise of 

the Sustainable Development Goals era (2016), 

which precedes the MDGs era, it affords a vital 

opportunity to examine the impact of the conflict 

on development in the affected regions. However, 

further research needs to be conducted with new 

and better sources of data on the Anglophone 

crisis and the crisis’ impact, including from 

household surveys in the conflict-affected areas.
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4.0 METHODOLOGY

A qualitative research approach was utilised in this 

study. The researchers relied on both primary and 

secondary sources of data for analysis. The data 

gathered was analysed and presented descriptively, 

using tables and quotations to bring out the 

voices of the research participants. A thorough 

cross examination was done to understand the 

breadth of the effect of the Anglophone crisis on 

the primarily affected regions. An in-depth review 

of related literature pertaining to conflict and 

development was also examined. This enabled 

the researchers to deconstruct the variable of 

‘development’ into education, agriculture and 

commercial activities, infrastructure development 

and civil society engagement. The researchers 

further explored how inhabitants of the affected 

regions appreciate the development trajectory 

in the respective regions. To achieve this, the 

researchers designed a questionnaire, comprised 

of open ended and closed ended questions, which 

was administered to 20 participants. This was 

administered mainly via online means. Although 

the participant size was small, respondents 

however provided some valuable insights on 

their perception of the impact of the conflict on 

development in the affected regions. Based on 

these responses and coupled with findings from 

reliable online sources; news sources and research 

outputs from research institutions, the researchers 

were able to derive meaningful conclusions from 

the study. This was done under the themes derived 

from the indicators used to examine the concept 

of development within this study. A thematic 

analysis approach was adopted by the researchers 

because it has been found to be a suitable method 

for capturing the complexities of meaning within 

a textual data set (Clarke and Braun, 2013).

5.0 MANIFESTATION OF THE 
CRISIS

The English-speaking regions of Cameroon 

commonly referred to as the Anglophone regions 

consist of the Northwest and the Southwest 

regions. It covers 16,364 square km of the country’s 

total surface area and has about 5 million people 

(National Institute of Statistics (NIS), 2015). Since 

September 2016, the English-speaking regions 

have been plagued with socio-political crisis that 

has degenerated into serious political and socio-

economic tensions in this part of the country. The 

Anglophone crisis as it is commonly called has 

affected the public and private sectors, as well as 

civil society organisations (CSOs) from functioning 

smoothly within the conflict prone zones. 

As initially pointed out in the introduction of this 

study, recent study on conflict and development 

by Ray and Esteban (2017) hold that;

“Many types of organised unrest can lead 

to relatively low levels of deadly violence: 

demonstrations, strikes, coups, the 

detaining of political prisoners, or even 

the growth of organised crime come to 

mind. Their costs might even exceed the 

costs imputed to civil wars. Indeed, one 

might argue that this type of social unrest 

corresponds more clearly to the Marxian 

notion of “class struggle” rather than a 

recurring state of armed civil war.”

The Anglophone crisis in Cameroon can more 

be likened to a struggle based on the Marxian 

notion. The crisis started in September 2016 when 

teachers and lawyers practicing in the English-

speaking regions organised protests to call on 

the government to put in place measures that 

valorise the Anglo-Saxon judicial and education 
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systems in the country. These protests met stiff 

resistance from the government as security 

officers dispersed lawyers with teargas, arrested 

and wounded some of them with no meaningful 

response by government to the plights of teachers 

and lawyers. The situation degenerated as lawyers 

boycotted the courts and teachers boycotted 

the classrooms in the 2017/2018 academic year. 

Government efforts to negotiate with teachers 

were futile. The situation quickly degenerated 

into a civilian uprising with Anglophones in the 

Northwest and Southwest regions demanding 

better treatment from the government and the 

non-marginalisation of Anglophones in all spheres 

of life in the country. This climaxed with factions of 

Anglophones calling for a restoration of the federal 

rule in the country and other factions demanding 

for outright secession of the English-speaking 

regions from the French speaking regions of the 

country to form a new country. There is another 

faction, the unionists, who believe in a one and 

indivisible Cameroon. On 1 October 2017, the 

secessionist faction declared independence of the 

Federal Republic of Ambazonia and armed groups 

emerged to defend this cause. 

Since then, there have been regular fierce gun 

battles between the armed groups and security 

forces of Cameroon which has resulted to more 

than 1850 deaths of both security forces, members 

of armed groups and civilians. Life in the affected 

regions has been greatly affected. Schooling has 

not been effective, businesses closed down or 

operating at very slow pace, fear has consumed 

communities like towns in these regions. This has 

led to the migration of over 530,000 inhabitants 

of the affected regions to other safer regions in 

the country and over 50,000 have fled to Nigeria 

(International Crisis Group, 2019; CHRDA, 2019). 

Furthermore, individual and public property have 

been destroyed and little investment opportunities 

are witnessed in most areas within the Anglophone 

regions of Cameroon. This situation has resulted 

in a huge observable development gap in both 

rural, semi-urban and urban areas which, prior 

to the crises, were witnessing rapid growth in 

development. Moreover, several CSOs that were 

engaged in development activities within the 

regions have suspended their activities with little 

or no room left for community mobilisation to 

engage in development. This study examines the 

extent to which the development of these English-

speaking regions has been affected by the crisis. 

The development gap is analysed here in terms 

of developmental projects, agricultural and 

commercial sectors, education and empowerment 

and CSOs’ operations.
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6.0 PRESENTATION OF 
FINDINGS

Sequel to the exploration of available literature 

and an analysis of respondents’ feedback key 

information has been collated that paint a good 

picture of the extent to which the conflict has 

exercabated the development gap in the two 

English-speaking regions that are directly hit by 

this crisis. 

Among the participants that took part in the 

research, 35 per cent were female while 65 per 

cent were male. 

Figure 1: Gender of participants

Source: Field Survey, 2019

The respondents came from different professional 

backgrounds with a few unemployed. Some 

were contract workers (5 percent), on pension 

(5 per cent), salaried worker (25 per cent), self-

employed (45 per cent), students (10 per cent) 

and unemployed (10 percent). 

Figure 2: Profession of participants

Source: Field Survey, 2019

From these participants, 20 per cent work strictly 

in the civil society sector, 20 per cent work in the 

public sector while 47 per cent work in the private 

sector. 7 per cent indicated that they work in both 

the private and civil society sectors and 7 per cent 

work in the transport sector (within the private 

sector).

With regards to their geographical location in the 

country, 40 per cent of the participants live in the 

Northwest region, 55 per cent in the Southwest 

region and 5 percent live in the Centre region. 35 

per cent of the respondents indicated that they 

had been forced to relocate from their town of 

abode to safer towns in the country as a result of 

the crisis. 

Hence, the specific findings derived from 

the available data are thus presented using 

a thematic analysis approach based on the 

following: infrastructure development, agriculture 

and commercial activities, education and 

empowerment and civil society engagement.

6.1 Infrastructure development in the 

English-speaking regions of Cameroon

Developmental projects within the country are 

planned and executed generally by the central 

government in Yaounde through the Ministry 

of Public Contracts (Ministry of Territorial 

Administration and Decentralisation, 2018). 

Projects within the local government areas 

(municipal councils) are executed by the Mayors 

with strict supervision from the Senior Divisional 

Officer of the Division who act as the supervisory 

authority. The English-speaking regions have a 

total of 71 councils (36 in the Northwest region and 

35 in the Southwest region). The Mayors of these 

councils directly carry out developmental projects 

within their respective council jurisdictions with 

the specified budget earmarked by the Ministry 

of Public Contracts (Abangma, 2009). Since the 

outbreak of the ‘war’ on separatists1declared 

1 Separatists refers to Anglophones 
who are demanding for the independence 
of the English-speaking regions from La 
Republique du Cameroun. Some of them 
have constituted armed groups and are 
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by the Head of State on the 30th of November 

2017 (Sixtus, 2017: Steve, 2017), little or no 

developmental projects are being implemented in 

most of the 71 councils in the English-speaking 

regions.

A significant proportion of priority projects which 

were to be executed by the different ministries 

under the supervision of the competent ministries 

in partnership with the Ministry of Public 

Contracts with the Governors of the Regions 

as direct supervisors have not been executed 

since the beginning of the crises. From the 2018 

project evaluation in the two Anglophone regions 

of Cameroon, the Governors of the two regions 

clearly admitted that projects were not up to 30 

percent completed since the start of the crisis 

(Cameroon Radio Television (CRTV) News, 2018). 

In an assessment of the rate of execution of Public 

Investment Projects in the Southwest region, it 

was observed that between 2016 and 2018, the 

execution rate dropped from 86% in 2016 to 

65% in 2017 and further down to 44% in 2018. 

This consistent drop was attributed to the crisis 

and it is expected to further drop should the crisis 

not be resolved. (The Guardian Post, 2018) In the 

Northwest region, less than 50% of development 

projects were executed (The Guardian Post, 2019a). 

This clearly shows that development projects 

within the English-speaking regions have 

slowed down or they have completely stopped 

from being executed in most of the councils. 

Participants hold the view that infrastructural 

development has slowed down rapidly in the 

English-speaking regions. 15 per cent of them 

noted that the crisis has, ‘to some extent’, affected 

infrastructural development in the regions. While 

50 per cent noted that the crisis negatively 

impacted infrastructural development ‘to a great 

extent’, 35 per cent of the respondents were of the 

view that the crisis had ‘extremely badly’ affected 

infrastructural development in the regions. Hence, 

85 per cent agreed that the crisis has significantly 

fighting the military in an effort to defend 
their self-proclaimed independence declared 
on October 1, 2017.

retarded infrastructural development in the 

Northwest and Southwest regions of Cameroon. 

As a respondent observed;

“The pace [of development projects] has 

been very slow. Schools have been left 

incomplete. Roads abandoned halfway 

down the project. Road linking Kumba 

and Ekondo Titi has been halted as a 

result of the crisis. Other farm to market 

roads has been halted as well. Kumba 

Kossala to Matoh [road] has been halted 

halfway”.

Coupled with the slow pace of infrastructural 

development taking place, it has been observed 

that schools, markets, hospitals and private houses 

as well as businesses are burnt down or destroyed 

in the two English Speaking Regions. According 

to a report by the Centre for Human Rights and 

Democracy in Africa (CHRDA, 2019), 206 villages 

in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon have 

been attacked by the states’ defence forces in 

their attempt to track and eliminate separatist 

fighters. These attacks have led to the burning 

down of 99 and 107 villages in the Southwest and 

Northwest regions respectively. Of these, 67 and 66 

villages in the Southwest and Northwest regions 

respectively suffered severe attacks characterised 

by the burning down of infrastructure including 

homes, markets, schools, hospitals and business 

enterprises.

6.2 Agricultural and commercial sectors

The two English speaking regions of Cameroon 

had a dynamic agricultural and commercial sector 

before the outbreak of the crisis. Over 75% of the 

population engaged in agricultural and farming 

activities (Abia et al., 2016). The economy of the 

two regions was significantly driven by agricultural 

activities. Indigenes of rural communities in 

both the Southwest and the Northwest regions 

invested much in the production of corn, beans, 

cocoyams, potatoes, all sorts of vegetables which 

they supplied to the other parts of the country. 

“My community is one which depends 

primarily on agriculture. Most of the 
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farmers have fled from their farms and 

localities leading poor yields. This has 

had a direct impact on the economy 

and lifestyle of the population leading to 

abject poverty”, a respondent disclosed.

Also, the Cameroon Development Corporation 

(CDC) had estates in four out of the six divisions 

of the Southwest region. The CDC, an agricultural 

parastatal was the second highest employer in 

Cameroon after the public sector. It had people 

employed in the different estates which had 

palm plantations, rubber plantations and the 

banana plantations. The General Manager of 

the CDC pointed out in December 2018 that the 

corporation is almost closing down as most of the 

estates have stopped production and some of the 

estates cannot pay their workers. The CDC has lost 

some 42,000 hectares of rubber, palm tree and 

banana plantations and about 22,000 workers are 

being affected as a result of the crisis (Ngalame, 

2019). Other agricultural companies within the 

affected regions have stopped production even 

those owned by private individuals (The Guardian 

Post Newspaper, 2018). Cocoa farms and coffee 

farms have been abandoned by most owners who 

have been internally displaced and some have 

been killed leaving the farms unattended to. 

This is supported respondents in this study. 45 per 

cent of respondents noted that the agriculture and 

commercial sectors had been ‘extremely badly’ 

affected by the crisis. While 45 per cent noted 

that the crisis had, ‘to a great extent’, affected the 

agriculture and commercial sectors, 10 per cent 

indicated that the crisis had, ‘to some extent’, 

affected these sectors. 

Furthermore, a participant shares an overarching 

perspective on the impact of the crisis on the 

business and agricultural activities;

“The pace [of development] has been 

very slow. I work for a micro finance 

institution that happened to have given 

out credit facilities to both government 

sponsored projects and private projects in 

various domains. Schools have been left 

incomplete. Roads abandoned halfway 

down the project. Government has no 

access to inspecting the projects thus 

funds cannot be disbursed for to meet 

up with the capital invested by both the 

micro finance and individuals. This has led 

to delinquent loans outstanding as well as 

ever increasing interest on these loans. As 

a result of this capital trap, credit facilities 

cannot be given to petty traders to move 

on with their business. There is a general 

slump in business activities. Agriculture 

on the other hand has come to a halt or 

almost zero level because there are no 

farmers to sell their produce to buyers. 

Hospitals have been partly burned down 

and as a result, patients are fleeing to 

have health care in other regions or in 

neighbouring Nigeria. As the days unfold 

the situation keeps worsening.” 

With the crisis taking a toll on human capital, 

hence inhibiting the possibility of exploring 

the full potential of its natural resources, the 

Southwest region has lost its top spot as the major 

cocoa producing region in the country. According 

to the Cameroon Employers’ Association, the 

region’s capacity stood at 35% in the 2017/2018 

year dropping from 45% (Nagalame, 2019). This 

resulted in a loss of 3billion FCFA by cocoa farmers 

and a 56 billion FCFA revenue loss in export and 

can scale up to between 78 - 130 billion FCFA in 

revenue loss in export and between 49 - 81 billion 

FCFA losses for Southwest cocoa producers in 

2019 if the crisis persists (Andzongo, 2018b). This 

has direct effects on households and communities 

that predominantly depend on farming especially 

cocoa farming for their livelihoods.

The rampant calls of ghost towns by separatists 

equally have affected businesses. Many 

businesses are bound to close their doors when 

the ghosts’ towns are announced. Failure to do so 

could lead to the business being burnt down or 

their proprietors attacked. Also, the government 

delegate of Bamenda city council and the mayor 

of Buea have been noted for undertaking such 

measures as sealing shops that respected ghost 

towns. These measures have had a downturn 
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effect on businesses in these major towns in the 

regions. As the crisis persists, about 60 per cent 

of businesses have completely shut down in the 

English-speaking regions of Cameroon and the 

proprietors have relocated to the French speaking 

regions. According to Andzongo (2018a), the 

crisis has created a severe impact on businesses 

in the regions. Over 6,434 jobs have been lost and 

approximately 8,000 more in the formal sector are 

being threatened. The few surviving businesses 

in the crisis affected regions are witnessing 

slow growth due to the fact that people have 

been displaced and there is little or no money 

in circulation as well as the continuous calls for 

ghost towns which grounds businesses for as 

long as 10 days during certain periods. Findings 

from this study justified that the crisis has created 

significant negative impacts on businesses and 

the agriculture sector.

“Our main business outlet has been 

vandalised twice. In 2015, our fashion 

shop in Molyko (Buea) generated over 

FCFA27 million in sales. In 2017, we made 

just about FCFA14 million”, a respondent 

and business operator revealed.

6.3 Education and empowerment

According to UNICEF (2019a), about 50% of schools 

affected by conflicts in West and Central Africa are 

in the two English speaking regions of Cameroon. 

The crises in the Northwest and Southwest regions 

have caused some 4,437 schools to forcibly close, 

causing about 609,000 children to be out of school 

(UNICEF, 2019a; Ministry of Education, 2019). 

As a result, several teachers have left their jobs 

because of insecurity. According to the Ministry of 

Secondary Education (2019), some 284 students 

and 97 teachers were kidnapped and tortured 

in the Northwest region while 4 students and28 

teachers and tortured in the Southwest region 

during the crisis. As reported by Benly (2019), the 

Ministry of Secondary Education has confirmed 

that since 2016, about 60% of teachers in the 

Northwest have abandoned their jobs because 

of fear, pain and terror. In the Southwest region, 

some 6,000 teachers from a total of 8,000 have 

abandoned their jobs as a result of the crisis.

 Table 1: Impact of crisis on the basic education 

sector in Cameroon

Northwest 
region

Southwest
Region

Total

No. of 
schools in 
operation 
prior to the 
crisis

3136 2241 5,377

Number 
of schools 
currently 
operational

127 768 895

No. of 
schools 
closed 

3,009 1,473 4,482

No. of pupils 
affected

121,673 201,014

No. of 
teachers 
affected

9,806 6,034 15,840

Source: Ministry of Secondary Education (2019) 



13

Table 2: % Impact of crisis on the basic education sector in Cameroon

No of schools 
in operation 
prior to crisis

No. of schools 
currently 
operational

% of 
operational 
schools during 
the crisis (%)

No. of schools 
affected

% of schools 
affected by the 
crisis (%)

Northwest 
region

3,136 127 4.05 3,009 95.95

South West 
Region

2,241 768 34.27 1,473 65.73

5,377 895 16.64 4,482 83.36

Source: Ministry of Basic Education, 2019

Figure 3: Impact of the crisis on schools in the Northwest and Southwest regions 

Source: Field Survey, 2019

In the Southwest region about 34.27 per cent of 

schools in the cities are operational with learners 

attending classes though under serious threats. 

These are in the towns of Buea, Kumba, Mamfe, 

Tiko and Mamfe. The pupils or students as well as 

parents and teachers are constantly attacked by 

pro-independent fighters for attending school. 

These occurrences have contributed to retard 

progress made in the education sector in these 

regions. Respondents noted that the education 

sector had been ‘extremely badly’ affected by the 

crisis (55 per cent). 40 per cent of respondents 

considered that the crisis had, ‘to a great extent’, 

affected the education sector while 5 per cent 

considered that the crisis had, ‘to some extent’, 

affected the education sector. A respondent and 

student in the Southwest region explained that 

there is partial schooling in affected towns like 

Buea and the regular ghost town on Mondays and 

unexpected and frequent declaration of lockdown 

affect regular school programmes.

“Since Mondays have been declared as 

ghost towns there has been an adjustment 

in school timetables. In other parts of the 

South West region there are no schools at 

all as most of them were burnt to ashes in 

the course of the current crisis. A majority 

of pupils and students go to school with 
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fear of the unknown as kidnapping of 

both students and teachers and lecturer 

are the order of the day”, the respondent 

put forward.

In the Northwest region few schools in the city 

of Bamenda are functional though the students 

as well as the teachers are facing serious threats.  

In the 2018/2019 academic year, the Presbyterian 

Table 3: Attacks on secondary schools
Northwest region Southwest region Total

No. of students kidnapped and tortured 287 4 291

No. of teachers kidnapped and tortured 97 28 125

Teachers assassinated 8 0 8

Students assassinated 0 0 0

392 32 4242

Source: Ministry of Secondary Education, (2019) 

This data is represented in the diagram below.

Figure 4: Attacks on schools in the Northwest and Southwest regions

Source: Field Survey, 2019

2  This total is the cumulative of all figures provided at the press conference. However, the total provided by the Secretary General at the ministry of Secondary 
Education is 428.

Secondary School in Nkwen, in the suburbs of 

Bamenda, has been attacked on several occasions 

(Jerome, 2018). Teachers, school administrators 

and students have been abducted in each of 

these situations. The school hosted students from 

other Presbyterian secondary schools like the 

Presbyterian High School Batibo, the Cameroon 

Protestant College Bali that had been closed 

because of the crisis. 
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The two State Universities in the Anglophone 

regions, that is, the University of Buea and the 

University of Bamenda are barely surviving as 

the student enrolment has greatly dropped and 

school attendance is timid as a result of the crisis 

(The Guardian Post Newspaper, 2019b). 

It should be noted that many children who 

stopped schooling in October 2016 have not been 

to school since then. The gap being witnessed 

in the educational sector shows that in a few 

years, a good proportion of the English-speaking 

population of Cameroon would suffer from a high 

illiteracy rate.  Hence, if the crisis lasts for 10 years 

or more, we will have children who will be 16 years 

or more that have never attended school given 

that the primary school going age in Cameroon is 

6 years. Currently there are children who are nine 

years old that have not been to school. Moreover, 

in the schools that are operational in the affected 

regions, the syllabus and curriculum seem to be 

rushed over to provide learners with the essential 

elements to equip them to be successful in 

their exams. This was corroborated by survey 

respondents.

“Since Mondays have been declared as 

ghost towns there has been an adjustment 

in school timetables and Saturdays are 

now used as school days”, a respondent 

observed.

“Most pupils and students have been 

promoted based on extra considerations 

because the school programme was not 

covered”, another respondent observed.

The statistics illustrate that the education sector 

in the Northwest region has suffered relatively 

severe consequences than the Southwest region. 

Although families are devising coping strategies 

to either relocate their children to safer regions or 

send their children to schools on safer days, the 

present and longstanding repercussions of this 

crisis on the once boisterous and economically 

viable education sector in the Northwest and 

Southwest regions will require significant efforts 

and time to overhaul.

6.4 Civil society organisation (CSO) 

engagement

The crisis in the English-speaking regions of 

Cameroon has prevented many CSOs from 

carrying out their activities within the regions. 

Since most CSOs are community oriented in their 

activities and the populations are affected with 

many displaced, the CSOs are now focusing their 

attention on assisting the community members to 

survive during this period. Respondents generally 

agreed that the crisis has a negative impact on the 

activities of CSOs. 15 per cent of the respondents 

were of the view that the crisis had, ‘to some 

extent’, affected the operations of CSO. 55 per 

cent and 35 per cent of the respondents pointed 

out that the crisis has affected the operations of 

CSOs ‘to a great extent’ and ‘extremely badly’, 

respectively. 

Figure 5: Participant’s appraisal of the impact of 

the crisis on CSOs’ operations

Source: Field Survey, 2019

Some CSOs have reported consistent 

postponement of activities, inability to meet 

up with activity deadlines, declined funding 

from partners as a result of the on-going crisis. 

CSOs are further frustrated by the crisis because 

they often fail to meet the expectations of their 

beneficiaries who live in the affected communities. 

A development worker expressed the daunting 

impact the crisis is having on CSOs’ operations.

“When there are gun shots all over the 

place what measures can you take? 

When you even succeed to reach your 

destination and you don’t meet or find 

the inhabitants in the communities in 
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which you have to work, what measures 

do you take? When there are multiple 

ghost towns and threats on employees 

live what measures do you take other 

than just stay back and watch?” 

As a result of the crisis however, most CSOs are 

now developing coping strategies and tilting their 

activities towards specific training programmes 

to equip displaced persons or youths who are 

of school with entrepreneurial skills that would 

enable them to be able to survive in their new 

settlement areas or stay productive during 

this period. Again, many of the CSOs that are 

currently operational are mostly peace, advocacy 

and human rights CSOs, advocating for the 

rights of the oppressed. Some CSOs generating 

and implementing projects to advocate for 

dialogue, foster peaceful coexistence in affected 

communities, and to support displaced persons. 

Such organisations will be available to play 

an advocacy or intermediary role to mediate 

for an end to the crisis to restore an enabling 

environment for development initiatives to 

prevail. As a respondent observes there is a need 

to “establish a platform form of working together 

and seeking for sustainable solutions through 

inclusive dialogue and negotiation”, one that will 

accommodate the active participation of CSOs in 

the process.

Overall, findings from both secondary and 

primary data sources point to the fact that the 

Anglophone crisis in Cameroon is having a 

significantly negative effect on development in 

the two English-speaking regions of the country. 

All respondents shared responses that skew to the 

negative response scale of the survey instrument 

noting that the crisis had impacted; ‘to some 

extent’, ‘to a great extent’ and ‘extremely badly’ – 

all four development variables used for this study 

(infrastructural development, education, business 

and agriculture and civil society’s operations). In 

general, 

Respondents are largely of the view that the 

crisis has a grave impact on the development of 

the two English-speaking regions of the country. 

As the findings demonstrate, 15 per cent of the 

respondents are of the view that the crisis has 

had some effect on the development of the 

regions, 85 per cent noted that the crisis has had 

a significant negative impact on the development 

of the regions, hence, affirming the significantly 

damaging effect of the crisis on the growth of the 

two regions. 

Figure 6: Extent to which the crisis has had an 

effect on the development of the two regions

Source: Field Survey, 2019

As pointed out by Gates et al., (2015) “armed 

conflict often leads to forced migration, long-

term refugee problems, and the destruction 

of infrastructure”, all of which are features that 

characterise the two English-speaking regions 

of Cameroon. The deaths, closure of schools, 

disruption of the operations of CSOs, closure of 

business or inflicting capital losses, destruction 

of farms and decrease in agricultural yields, all 

affirm the negative causality which conflicts has 

on the development of the two affected regions 

in Cameroon.

Furthermore, of these four variables, education is 

perceived to be the most negatively impacted by 

the crisis. 55 per cent of respondents noted that 

the education sector had been extremely badly 

affected by the Anglophone crisis. 45 per cent of 

the respondents noted that the commercial sector 

had been extremely badly affected by the crisis 

while 35 per cent of the respondents pointed that 

infrastructural development and CSOs’ operations 

had been extremely badly been affected by the 

crisis. 
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7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

This crisis is a setback to development, not only 

to the affected English-speaking regions, but to 

the country as a whole. It is affecting all sectors of 

the Cameroonian society; business, government 

and civil society. The devastating effects on 

the education sector and economic wellbeing 

of inhabitants of the two affected regions are 

conspicuous. Unfortunately, the incessant appeals 

have been made to bring an end to this crisis have 

not witnessed significant success.

Findings from this study hold that Cameroonians 

are in dire need for a resolution of the conflict 

to allow for conducive environment for the 

implementation of the 2035 emergence plan, a 

key roadmap to the development of the affected 

regions. Respondents’ views pointed to the fact 

that the government of Cameroon must show 

leadership and take appropriate actions towards 

the return to normalcy and the continuation 

of infrastructure development projects in the 

Anglophone regions.

The following are concrete actions that could 

facilitate management of the conflict so that the 

development machinery can be reinstated in the 

Anglophone regions of Cameroon. 

•	 There should be an immediate ceasefire. 

This would create an enabling environment 

for more rationale actions like dialogue to 

end the crisis. It will further provide the 

necessary conditions for safe resumption 

of schools in the affected regions and help 

to scale up development in the regions. 

•	 The government should address the 

root cause of the Anglophone crisis. 

There should be open dialogue with no 

conditions. 50% of respondents believe 

dialogue is a guaranteed route to resolve 

the crisis and some expressed the need for 

the government to show true leadership 

in steering this process. 

•	 Civil society groups (both national and 

international) should be more intentional 

about building robust coalitions to 

advocate for measures to end the crisis. 

This will serve as a means to reaffirm 

their role as indispensable actors in 

the development of the country while 

contributing to ensure an enabling 

environment for their operations. 

Collaboration among civil society actors 

towards a peaceful resolution of the crisis 

is indispensable. As advocacy efforts by 

civil society to restore peace intensify, it is 

imperative for stakeholders to unite their 

strengths to amplify their voices as they 

pressure the government of Cameroon to 

take necessary steps to resolve the crisis. 

•	 Armed groups should take measures 

that would not aggravate the sufferings 

on civilians. They must be willing to drop 

their arms to ensure a cease fire.

•	 The international community should 

engage in efforts to mediate fora 

dialogue to take place. Additionally, 

they should speedily take measures to 

enforce the responsibility to protect 

norm in Cameroon. The burning of 206 

villages, death of about 1850 people of 

Cameroonian, Ghanaian, American and 

Kenyan nationalities, the approximately 

50,000 refugees and over 530,000 

displaced persons are escalating 

evidences that warrant an intervention 

aimed at protecting civilians and affected 

societies from further harm.
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encouraged such that businesses with social 

purposes should be opened and civil societies as 

market actors should be promoted. 

From the survey, it was obvious that the crisis 

has affected the development of the affected 

regions negatively. The crisis constitutes a barrier 

to development of the affected regions. It is 

contributing to a slump in agricultural produce and 

related gains, slowing down economic activities, 

retarding infrastructural development, preventing 

educational institutions from operating smoothly, 

significantly contributing to a decline in school 

enrolment and hindering the smooth operations 

of CSOs. 

Cameroonians crave for peace across the country. 

This research revealed that peace is a priority for 

English speaking Cameroonians. Respondents 

called for key stakeholders including, citizens, the 

government, CSOs and armed groups to make 

relevant contributions towards restoring peace. 

This can be achieved through a cease fire and 

dialogue and would be an inevitable precondition 

to be met before a trajectory for growth and 

development could be restored in the affected 

regions and country.

8.0 CONCLUSION

The price of war is always loss of life, 

underdevelopment, and destruction of property. 

The obvious burden of death and disability 

caused by the overwhelming effects of conflict 

can sometimes overshadow the immediate 

and direct effects of the conflict itself (Gate et 

al, 2015). Leymah Gbowee points out that, as 

someone who has survived war and has lived 

through it, I will tell Cameroonians, war has never 

been the answer to solving any kind of problem 

(Bongben, 2019). In advocating for an end to the 

crisis, she further emphasised that there are no 

winners in crisis such as the Anglophone crisis in 

Cameroon. 

The Anglophone crisis in Cameroon is a typical 

example of a crisis which could have been prevented 

by the state authorities if the government of 

Cameroon paid adequate attention to the needs 

and demands of the people. Today, with the public 

speaking out, asking for justice and demanding fair, 

open societies, civil society, business, government 

and international organisations all need to work 

together for the achievement of sustainable 

development in Cameroon. A collaborative 

approach, partnership and innovation resulting 

from increased intersection of activities within 

the different developmental partners is required 

to bring about the end of the crisis and to foster 

development. Hybrid organisations should be 
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