
Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed to-
wards policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.  

 

 Human Rights Watch calls for the release of political activists charged with blas-

phemy and contempt of Islam. These activists were detained since February 2020, 

for flouting the laws established under the former President of Mauritania, Ould 

Abdel Aziz. The activists were accused of posting pictures or passing comments 

that were considered to be mocking God, His message or the Holy book. The legal 

texts under the former President, described to have vague wording and a wide 

scope, allowed activists to be imprisoned or put to death.  
 

 Community leaders from Kono, Kambia and Moyamba districts in Sierra Leone 

met at the Zero Malaria District Leadership Forum to further malaria control, pre-

vention and elimination efforts in Sierra Leone. The leaders were religious lead-

ers, paramount chiefs, local council members, youth group and women group 

leaders as well as leaders of civil society organisations. The leaders discussed how 

they could contribute to the fight against malaria in Sierra Leone. At the end of 

the meeting, the groups represented developed action plans on how to reinforce 

knowledge and awareness of malaria issues among the general public in Sierra 

Leone. 
 

 The Coalition for the Right to Food launched on 9 October 2020, its advocacy 

campaign entitled "Me President”.  This campaign aims to call on the presidential 

candidates to make a firm commitment to ensure that citizens have the right to 

food  in Burkina Faso. The Right to Food Coalition has decided to challenge candi-

dates three weeks before the election campaign. The coalition will give them an 

overview of the food and nutrition situation in Burkina and the right to food. They 

must implement this right to food, once elected.  The coalition will also go beyond 

the commitment by searching through the social project to see if the right to food 

is mentioned. 

 

 Widows and Orphans Empowerment Organisation (WEWE) in alliance with other 

CSO’s have launched COVID-19 prevention campaign in Nigeria during a virtual 

press briefing. The campaign aimed at women, children and vulnerable persons 

with disabilities in disadvantaged communities across the nation. Josephine Oga-

zi, the executive director of WEWE stated that the campaign is projected to slash 

the community spread of COVID-19, provide better access to facts on the disease 

spread and tackle the rise in the broadcasting of fake news and stigmatization of 

the disease survivors. 

 

 To support the Women Civil Society organisations to help reduce gender inequali-

ties and the level of discrimination against women in Senegal, the project Voice 

and leadership of Women in Senegal (Vlf-Sénégal) organised a webinar to analyse 

laws and policies that are discriminatory towards women's and girls' rights and 

gender equality. This project aims to increase the exercise of women's and girls' 

human rights and progress towards gender equality in Senegal.   

 

 The Basic Foundation for Women Empowerment (BFWE), has launched a five 

years project at Bolgatangain Ghana to promote and achieve gender parity in the 

Upper East Region. The project also aimed at empowering women economically 

and to take up leadership position. It will impact about 240 women directly and 

720 women indirectly . 
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OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all people  

NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally allowed to ex-

press their rights, violations occur. 
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In West Africa, the state of civic space continue to shrink over 
the years. Recent Update on CIVICUS Monitor shows an increas-
ing occurrence of civic space restrictions surrounding presiden-
tial elections in West Africa. Civic right violations which include 
killing of peaceful protesters and use of restrictive laws has be-
come rampant in West Africa. According to CIVICUS, the top 
five civic space violations within the region are, journalist de-
tainment, protest disruption, censorship, intimidation and pro-
testors detainment. Five West African countries’ – Côte d’Ivoire, 
Guinea, Niger, Togo and Benin – rating on the CIVICUS monitor 
dropped from ‘obstructed’ to ‘repressed’. These recent down-
grades of West African countries are indicating a worrying 
trend of closing civic space in West Africa. 
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West Africans have continued to demand transparency and accountability from 
their governments. 

 

 A coalition of 18 rights-based CSOs in Sierra Leone have called on the parlia-

ment to reinstate 4 Members of Parliament (MPs) who were suspended over 

allegations of intimidation, verbal abuse, indecent and derogatory messages 

sent to female MPs, and unverified corruption allegations made against Parlia-

ment by the BBC Focus on Africa programme. The suspended MPs include Hin-

dolo Moiwo Ngevao, an anti-corruption whistle blower. The coalition, which 

includes Sierra Leone’s Amnesty International Office and the Centre for Ac-

countability and the Rule of Law, has described Parliament’s action as atrocious 

because  it sends an unfortunate message about the parliament’s attitude to-

wards members who raise their voices for accountability and institutional integ-

rity.  

 

 The NGO Oxfam Burkina organised a meeting in the Sanmentenga in the North-

Central region and in the Boulgou in the East-Central region on 15 October 

2020, to evaluate their achievement as part of its program to strengthen local 

governance and citizen control in Burkina Faso. The project aims to promote 

active citizenship for the reduction of inequalities in a progressive and inclusive 

manner by creating and using spaces in which Burkinabe citizens exercise their 

rights to influence and control the increase of resources. This is done through 

spending on quality public services, and by contributing to the construction of 

social change. The project has so far contributed to the restoration of electricity 

of the sector 6 of Kaya after 4 years of interruption, the rehabilitation of the 

bridge of Napagba, and awareness on unwanted pregnancies. 

 

 A coalition of civil society organisations on 18 October , 2020 called on the Fed-

eral Government to prevail on the Nigerian Army to halt its intended 

‘Operation Crocodile Smile VI’. Talking against the backdrop of a protests in 

Abuja, the over 30 CSOs, including Centre for Democracy and Development, 

CDD, Enough is Enough and Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre, CISLAC, 

denounced the military exercise as intolerable, claiming it was meant to sup-

press the civil protests. 

 

 A public outreach has been carried out by Independent National Commission on 

Human Rights (INCHR) in alliance with the National Civil Society Council of Libe-

ria with backing from the Office of the High Commission on Human Rights and 

Centre for Democracy and Development held in Ganta, Nimba County. This out-

reach is challenging George Weah Administration to implement the preposition 

of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) to enable perpetrate of atro-

cious crimes against humanity be brought to justice. At the four-day Public Out-

reach and Awareness it was said that transitional justice is central in Liberia 

because it will serve as a warning for prospective perpetrators. 

ELECTION 

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in 
West Africa. 

 
 Civil Society in Chad prepare for the next national election slated for 10 

April,2021. The Network of Free Civil Society Actors, Trade Unions and Human 

Rights Associations officially came together on 10 October, 2020 to officially 

launch their activities to support the electoral process. The objective of this net-

work is to promote a free and transparent elections across the country. 

 

 

SOURCE 

TECHNOLOGY  

FOR DEVELOPMENT 

 
Civil societies in West Africa embrace and adapt technology to significantly and 
effectively contribute to their institutional and operational growth.   
 

 In collaboration with five West African countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, 

Niger and Senegal, the Centre for Economic and Social Studies and Experi-

ments of West Africa-International Association (CESAO-AI) has launched on 

22 October, 2020 in Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, the project entitled 

“Participation of civil society from Francophone countries in West Africa in 

the steering of the Renewable Energy Initiative in Africa” (PaSCOP/AREI). 

The project aims to contribute to the reduction of greenhouse gas emis-

sions and to actively involve civil society in the African Renewable Energy 

Initiative (AREI).  This project will strengthen the capacities of the various 

actors involved in the field of renewable energies and, federate all actors 

such as policy makers and financial partners. This is also a call to govern-

ment to put in place a solar workbook for the development of the energy 

sector. 

CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING 

ENVIRONMENT 

SOURCE 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are increasingly recognised as key play-

ers in promoting democratic governance, equitable development and in-

clusive growth. To be able to play their role in society to their full poten-

tial, CSOs need an operating environment that gives them the space to act 

freely.  

 Civil Society Alliance, Observatoire mauritanien de lutte contre la cor-

ruption (OMLC) and Coalition nationale de l’initiative pour la transpar-

ence des industries extractives (CN/ITIE) are all organisations actively 

involved in the open trial of the Mauritanian EX-President Ould Abdel 

Aziz. Aside transparency and smooth trial, these civil society organisa-

tions demand that all cases of corruption and ill-gains by public offi-

cials under the former president be brought to book and restored to 

the state. Moreover, CSOs envision that the ongoing anti-corruption 

prosecution opens the country to transparency.  

CIVIL SOCIETY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

The issue of sustainability of civil society in West Africa is becoming increasingly 
important with the gradual but significant decline of funding from donors over 
the years.  CSOs are continuously employing strategies to strengthen their or-
ganisational sustainability.  
 

 The Coordination of Civil Society Associations and the Defence of Human 

Rights (CASCIDHO) on 10 October, bounces back into civil society in Chad. 

The re-entry under the theme “civil society at the service of peace, the de-

fence of human rights, democracy and the preservation of the rule of law”, 

sets the association on a retrospective path to analyse their progress so far 

and to plan their activities for the following year. 

 

 Mekfoula Mint Brahim, a Mauritanian women's and minority rights activist, 

received the Africa Award for Human Rights Defenders at Risk from the 

international NGO Front Line Defenders on 8 October, 2020. She was com-

mended for revolting against society and its dogmas and stifling way of life 

against women and the minority. As the founder of “For a green and demo-

cratic Mauritania”, she was against building an Islamic society and fought 

for the separation of religion and state. 

 

 Together with youth groups, government and the media within the Brikama 

area in The Gambia, civil society organisations received training from the 

International Organisation for Migration on safe migration and public action 

to prevent exploitation and human trafficking. It was a 3-day virtual aware-

ness campaign aimed at building the capacity of trainees for the promotion 

of safe migration and the prevention of human exploitation and trafficking. 

 

 Civil society organisations from different regions in The Gambia engaged in 

discussions the National Agency Against Trafficking in Person (NAATIP) on 

human trafficking in The Gambia. During the meeting, CSOs were briefed on 

the functions of NAATIP. The meeting also highlighted some of the factors 

that enable human trafficking in the country. 

 

 On 3 October 2020, the National Federation of Women Producers of Cocoa 

and Coffee of Côte d'Ivoire (FNFCC-CI), with at least fifty members, were 

trained by the international NGO Solidaridad on the occasion of the Nation-

al Cocoa and Chocolate Days (JNCC) in Yamoussoukro. The NGO Solidaridad 

places a great emphasis on the inclusion of women and youth in the cocoa 

value chain.  
 

 From 7 to 8 October,2020 , the Alliance Sun Côte d'Ivoire, a coalition of 

Ivorian civil society organisations committed to improving the quality of 

nutrition and early childhood development, educated the Bagoué NGOs on 

improving the quality of nutrition. The workshop was held at the cultural 

centre of Boundiali on the theme "contribute to improving the health and 

nutritional status of vulnerable populations in Côte d'Ivoire". It brought 

together 35 participants including 20 women including 18 of reproductive 

age. 
 

 A total of 26 religious leaders from 11 denominations took part in a training 

from 12 to 13 October 2020 at the Centre for Social Promotion of 

Tchaourou, Benin. The training was on Holistic Development and Manage-

ment of Interreligious Mobilisation (MIR) and was organised by CIPCRE. It 

was an opportunity for participants to exchange on the different approach-

es to development and holistic development, the biblical and Koranic foun-

dations of holistic development and the integral mission of religious de-

nominations. They shared tools for situation analysis, in particular the see-

judge-act approach and reflections for concretely integrating holistic devel-

opment in the strategy of religious denominations. 
 

 About 100 participants from women's organisations, youth organisations, 

associations of disabled people and civil society in Diré, Goundam and Tim-

buktu in Mali took part in three training sessions on advocacy, leadership 

and political dialogue. The series of training were organised by the Malian 

Association for Survival in the Sahel (AMSS), through the FAMOC program 

(Fund to Support the Drivers of Change). These workshop sessions aimed to 

build their capacity to fully play their primary role in the delivery of basic 

social services at the community level.  These activities fall within the 

framework of the implementation of the project "Project for Inclusiveness 

of Governance and Citizenship at the Grassroots Level in the Timbuktu Re-

gion" in order to promote a more peaceful, resilient and human rights re-

spectful Malian society through FAMOC.  
 

 The Collective of Associations against Impunity in 4 (CACIT) as part of the 

«Project to strengthen the access of victims of human rights violations to 

justice and the fight against corruption in Togo», organised a workshop on 

14 October 2020. The aim was to build the capacity of participants on the 

concepts of CSR in relation to human rights.The objective of this workshop 

was to contribute to the respect of corporate social responsibility by com-

panies in favour of communities. Civil society actors, judicial police officers, 

magistrates and journalists took part to the workshop, shared experiences 

and best practices on Human Rights and corporate social responsibility. 
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