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Introduction

The Taliban entered Kabul, capital of Afghanistan 
on Sunday August 15th, 2021, two weeks before the 
United States of America (USA) was set to complete 
its troops withdrawal, forcing President Ashraf Ghani 
to flee from the Arg, the presidential palace.  Could 
this have implications on the wellbeing of children and 
women in the central African sub-region, given the 
current upsurge of Islamic fundamentalism influenced 
by Taliban Doctrine? Have we lessons to learn from the 
Taliban effects on women in Pakistan?

Emergence of the Taliban

The Taliban emerged as a religious movement in 
1994 from the chaos after the Soviet-Afghan War in 
the southern Afghan province of Kandahar. It soon 
mutated into a militia and used violence to subdue 
local warlords operating in the country. In 1996, they 
gained power and ruled Afghanistan until they were 
ousted from power in 2001, when the US-led invasion 
toppled the regime for providing refuge to Al-Qaeda 
and Osama Bin Laden. For the past twenty years, they 
have been in the shadows, recruiting fighters, training 
extremist groups and reigning terror in Afghanistan 
and neighbouring countries.

In The Doha Agreement (2020), peace talks between 
the Taliban and Afghanistan’s government, aimed 
at finalising a power sharing deal. The Taliban was 
resolute on an ‘Islamic System of Government’ with 
Sharia Law as the sole justice system. Shari’a, Arabic 

for ‘the Path to follow’ combines Islamic criminal 
justice and religious as well as moral code for Muslims. 

Boko Haram and violent extremism in Central Africa

Several extremist movements in Africa share in the 
Taliban ideology on the need to create a kalifate and 
reorganise social armature according to their whim. 
These include Al-Qaeda in the Maghreb (AOIM) 
that operate in North Africa, Al Shabab, operating in 
Somalia and in the Horn of Africa, Ansar al Din, in Mali, 
and Boko Haram in Central Africa. Should Africa be 
concerned about Taliban extended influence on the 
continent using these extremist armed groups?

On August 17th, 2021, Kingsley Moghalu, a former 
presidential candidate in Nigeria, cautioned President 
Buhari of Nigeria not to recognise the Taliban 
government. According to Moghalu, ‘recent events in 
Afghanistan carry important lessons.’ 

Created in 2002 in Nigeria shortly after the Taliban 
were toppled from power in Afghanistan, Boko 
Haram (meaning Western education is sin) went on 
to establish communication and benefitted from Al-
Qaeda training alongside the Taliban in the Arabian 
Peninsula, and in the Islamic Maghreb. In June 2014, 
Abubakar Shekau announced that the terrorist 
organisation was creating an Islamic State. Estimated 
to have between 7,000 to 10,000 fighters operating 
today in Nigeria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon, Boko 
Haram has transformed itself from a simple terrorist 
organisation into a territorial insurgency, comparable 
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to Al Shabab in Somalia and the Islamic State in Syria 
and Iraq. 

Risks of increased violence against women 
and children

With Taliban takeover in Afghanistan, and the history 
they share with central African non-state armed group, 
there are strong possibilities of increased abuse of 
the rights of women and children viz their health, 
livelihood opportunities, and security within their 
families, homes, and communities.

In a 2020 CFR Report, Boko Haram has used 468 girls 
and women in over 240 suicide attacks from 2014 
when the group deployed its first female suicide 
bomber. By 2015, Boko Haram’s use of young girls as 
female suicide bombers was globally unprecedented, 
the highest recorded by any terrorist movement. In 
addition, Boko Haram uses female children as ‘wives’ 
for its fighters, as domestic or as sex slaves, stripping 
them off all their human rights, including the right to 
life.

Boko Haram has this far recruited about 1,385 children 
through abduction. These, they use in direct combat 
or as informants. Though the Convention of the Rights 
of the Child and the Geneva Conventions all provide 
children with special protection during conflict, this 
non-state armed group keeps recruiting child soldiers 
and exposing them to the wrath of state laws targeting 
anti-terrorism activities. 

The shock of the kidnap of 276 female students from a 
boarding school in Chibok in 2014 remains an issue of 
international concern. Six years on, 112 of these girls 
remain missing. Between December 2020 and March 
2021, more than 600 students have been kidnapped 
from schools, highlighting a recent development- 
kidnapping-for-ransom. Young girls are deprived of 
the right to education, to employment and to the 
enjoyment of other civic, and economic, social, and 
cultural rights.

The Islamist group infringes women’s rights to 
freedoms, including their ability to access education 
and employment, move about freely, express 
themselves without fear of repercussions, and their 
right to live as equal citizens. Women suffer from 
sexual and gender-based violence from Boko Haram 
in many different forms, including sexual, economic, 

and psychological. And their intensity may witness a 
significant rise. 

What can be done?

A lot can be done, if not to salvage the precarious 
situation of women and children, at least to reduce the 
effects of violent extremism and support humanitarian 
assistance to victims. 

1. States affected by Boko Haram’s violence and 
abuses should

2. Multiply rehabilitation programmes for ex-Boko 
Haram fighters. Already in Nigeria, women are 
heading projects to reconcile former terrorists and 
their communities. These initiatives are piloted 
by intergovernmental organisations and be given 
great boost by the government. For example in 
July this year, some 45 women from Adamawa, 
Borno and Yobe states in northeaster Nigeria 
met in Abuja, under the Operation Safe Corridor 
programme to discuss strategies on how to 
reintegrate boko Haram ex-fighters. Such projects 
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can be replicated in the other affected countries.

3. Give special consideration for children (The CRC 
considers as children, those under the ages of 
18), abducted, and used for terrorist activities, by 
exempting them from the guilt of terrorism. This is 
doable given their commitment to protect children 
under Human Rights and Humanitarian law. 
Cameroon’s Law No 2014/028 of 23 Dec 2014 on 
the suppression of acts of terrorism for example, 
does not distinguish between children, abducted 
and/or radicalised, and constrained to commit acts 
of terror, from consenting adults terrorists. 

4. Implementing the recommendations of the UN 
Global study of Children Deprived of Liberty 
and the UN Women Strategic Plan 2018-2021 to 
empower women. 

5. Strengthen military cooperation between affected 
countries in the fight against Boko Haram 
incursions.

6. Humanitarian organisations in the region should 
reinforce protection strategies and network to 
strengthen the protection clusters.

7. Explore every additional source of funding for 
children projects and establishing further contacts 
major donors other than those they now have, such 
as Global Fund for Children, Dubai Cares (for NGOs 
working in Niger and Chad),  EDF Foundation,  
Sanofi Espoir.

8. Improve on NGO accountability. In 2017, BBC article 
carried a report that aid agencies were wasting 
funds. NGOs can better prepare themselves for 
protection of children and women by recruiting 
highly qualified staff and using standards such as 
the Core Humanitarian Standards on quality and 
accountability or the  Sphere Handbook to improve 
on the quality of humanitarian response.

9. Civil society organisations and media should 
engage in human rights education in schools and 
communities to create awareness on the rights of 
displaced and children, children with disabilities, 
the girl child, and the rights of women.

10. Intensify the coordination of capacity building 
workshops in communities to strengthen protection 
on times of crisis and facilitate reintegration of ex-
child terrorists in communities.

11. Develop e-learning education formats to reach out 
to children and women with limited physical access 
to schools.

12. Intensify the propagation of messages that counter 
violent extremism while building community 
resilience in supporting efforts to combat the 
insurgence of these non-state armed group.
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