
Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed to-
wards policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.  

 

 A statement was signed by 68 civil society groups to blame the Buhari Administra-

tion over state insecurity. The statement was a call to the immediate action of the 

government to protect Nigerians as stipulated in section 14(2) b of the 1999 con-

stitution to end the impunity for the abuse of power.   
 

 A coalition of civil society organisations in Election Programming, has urged politi-

cal leaders to accommodate each other to consolidate  ’Ghana’s democratic 

gains. The Coalition started against the backdrop of the chaos that occasioned the 

inauguration of the 8th parliament on 7 January 2021.    

 

 Fourteen CSOs have condemned the commotion that greeted that swearing-in of 

Ghana’s 8th parliament. In a statement issued to all media houses on 7 January 

2020, the CSOs said, “The scene witnessed by Ghanaians, and played out before 

the International community betrayed our political leaders’ proclamations and 

expressed commitment to democratic principles, the rule of law and the pursuit 

of public interest.    
 

 Four CSOs have advocated for the full telecast of the presidential election petition 

in Ghana. The petition brought before the Supreme Court by H.E John Mahama is 

seeking to challenge the validity of H.E Akufo Addo as the President-elect.  The 

four CSOs are Strategic Thinkers Network-Africa (STRANEK-Africa), Taxpayers Un-

ion, Centre for Ethical Governance and Administration and the African Centre for 

Peacebuilding.   In a letter addressed to the Chief Justice; the groups explained 

that the live telecast of the case’s proceedings will expand the transparency of 

the court sittings as this case is of another historical importance that will deepen 

Ghana’s democracy.    

 

 Mr. Alexander Kwaku Tetteh, the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of the Citi-

zen Eye Ghana (CITEG) has described the act of baby harvest as barbaric. This fol-

lows a recent news of some 11 persons including two doctors, four nurses, two 

mothers, two social welfare officers, and a traditional birth attendant who were 

arrested for their involvement in “baby harvesting and child trafficking.” They 

called on Mr. President, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo Addo and all state institutions 

responsible for ensuring justice to act accordingly with no fear or favour and en-

sure that the victims and their families get utmost justice.  

 

 More than 165 Civil Society organisations have petitioned the Ghana Education 

Service (GES) to suspend the policy draft set to be implemented from February 

until the NGO Bill is passed.   In a press statement signed by the Executive Direc-

tor of Africa Education Watch, Kofi Asare, they stated that compelling CSOs as a 

pre-condition for certification to operate in education sectors is in explicit breach 

of their constitutionally-guaranteed right of Freedom of Association under Article 

21 of the Ghanaian Constitution. The CSOs, however, recommended the GES to 

strengthen their District Education.    
 

 On 23 and 24 February, a workshop was organised by the National Malaria Con-

trol Program (NMCP) in partnership with Speak Up Africa in Benin to train 

CSOs on how to combat malaria through raising awareness and prevention inter-

ventions. During the workshop, CSOs were informed of their role in eliminating 

malaria in the country. Some of the strategies suggested includes awareness-

raising efforts, facilitation of malaria treatment services for remote populations 

and contribution of efforts to mobilise domestic resources.   

GOVERNANCE 

ADVOCACY 

S I T U A T I O N     R E P O R T 

C I V I L   S O C I E T Y   I N   W E S T   A F R I C A ,  

incl. CAMEROON & CHAD 

01—28 February 2021 
409 Million     18 Countries 

OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all 

people  

NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally al-

lowed to express their rights, violations occur. 

OBSTRUCTED (41—60) : Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a 

combination of legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights 

REPRESSED (21—40) : Civic space is heavily constrained. Active individuals and civil society 

members who criticize power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation, imprison-

ment, injury and death 

CLOSED (0—20) : There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An at-

mosphere of fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are rou-

tinely allowed to imprison, seriously injure and kill people with impunity for attempting to 

exercise their rights   

In West Africa, the state of civic space continue to shrink over 
the years. Recent Update on CIVICUS Monitor shows an increas-
ing occurrence of civic space restrictions surrounding presiden-
tial elections in West Africa. Civic right violations which include 
killing of peaceful protesters and use of restrictive laws has be-
come rampant in West Africa. According to CIVICUS, the top 
five civic space violations within the region are, journalist de-
tainment, protest disruption, censorship, intimidation and pro-
testors detainment. Five West African countries’ – Côte d’Ivoire, 
Guinea, Niger, Togo and Benin – rating on the CIVICUS monitor 
dropped from ‘obstructed’ to ‘repressed’. These recent down-
grades of West African countries are indicating a worrying 
trend of closing civic space in West Africa. 
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The CIVICUS Monitor Tool is a research tool built by civil society. It aims to share reliable, up-to-date data on the state of civil society free-

doms in all countries. Based on a constant analysis of multiple streams of data on civic space, each country is assigned a rating ranging be-

tween 0 - 100, as follows:  

Questions/comments: research@wacsi.org Website: www.wacsi.org  

West Africans have continued to demand transparency and accountability from 
their governments. 

 

 In Mali, a civil society organisation called the Community of Practice for the 

Fight against   Corruption (CPLC) has organised the 5th edition of the Youth 

Week against Corruption. Speaking at the event which was organised on 23rd-

February 2021, the President of the CPLC, Marietou Sénou, said, ‘’Am Con-

vinced that this fight is noble, the CPLC undertakes to support the structures of 

the fight against corruption “, She further elaborated on the role of CSOs.  

ELECTION 

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in 
West Africa. 

 
 Civil society organisations, including the Coalition for Citizen Observation of 

Elections in Mali (COCEM) met with ECOWAS delegation. During this meeting 

which brought together about ten umbrella organisations, COCEM, represented 

by its President, Drissa TRAORE, who also represented the CSOs monitoring 

committee involved in electoral observation, and has not hesitated to share the 

views and concerns of the committee he chairs. He thus reiterated their fears 

related to establishing the support unit for the electoral process, which could 

constitute an obstacle to the creation of a single and independent body to man-

age the elections as provided for in Article 3 of the protocol of ECO-

WAS on democracy and good governance.    

SOURCE 

TECHNOLOGY  

FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Civil societies in West Africa embrace and adapt technology to significantly 
and effectively contribute to their institutional and operational growth.   
 

 The program for Promoting Agroecology through Research and Training 

in West Africa (PARFOA) initiative, which was co-sponsored by 

the Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) and 

the l’Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF) focused on three 

nations in the sub-region: Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal. The 

project was divided into two axes: training and science society inter-

face. The training axis aimed to increase the number of researchers in 

agroecology by recruiting 8 PhD students. The science society interface 

seeks to improve conversation and interaction between the academic 

world and the actors of civil society and economy to produce innova-

tions in the sectors of agroecology.   

CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING 

ENVIRONMENT 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are increasingly recognised as key play-

ers in promoting democratic governance, equitable development and in-

clusive growth. To be able to play their role in society to their full poten-

tial, CSOs need an operating environment that gives them the space to act 

freely.  

 The Republic of Chad has banned all public demonstrations ahead of 

the 2021 presidential elections. This does not only involve opposition 

parties but human rights activists who push their agenda through 

peaceful protests. The ban also came along with arbitrary arrests and 

the use of weapons in disrupting peace walks. The current issues hap-

pening in Chad paint the picture of a rapidly shrinking civic 

space says Amnesty International.    

 On Wednesday 27 January 2021, WaterAid Ghana ended a two-day 

capacity building workshop for media personnel and other stakehold-

ers in Accra-Ghana. Due to climate change, WaterAid Ghana took a 

keen interest and commissioned research to promote its advocacy 

work to propel government to adopt key policies. As part of this, the 

Organisation launched a two-day capacity Development programme 

to help media personnel on the best ways to report climate issues. 

Speaking at the workshop, Mr. Jesse Coffie Danku, the Acting Country 

Manager for WaterAid Ghana shared that the media is important to 

their work and hence the need to build their capacity.    

CIVIL SOCIETY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

The issue of sustainability of civil society in West Africa is becoming increasingly 
important with the gradual but significant decline of funding from donors over 
the years.  CSOs are continuously employing strategies to strengthen their or-
ganisational sustainability.  
 

 Mauritanian Activists and President of Mauritanian Refugees in Sene-

gal, Adiouma Cissokho, passes on to the afterlife. He was reported to have 

suffered a short illness during his trip back to Mauritania. Adiouma was a 

strong activist who fought for rights and an equal level of treatment for 

Mauritania. He sought refuge in Senegal during the Mauritania-Senegal 

border war from 1989 to 1991.  

 Newly Appointed UNDP Resident to Sierra Leone, Dr Pa Lamin has ex-

pressed his commitment to work with CSO’s in Sierra Leone to help find 

innovative ways to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), es-

pecially to eradicate poverty and build resilience to climate change shocks 

and disasters. He said this would be done through two main programmatic 

clusters: Inclusive Democratic Governance & Sustainability & Local Econom-

ic Development.    
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West Africa Civil Society E-Directory  

Register on the online directory created to map out all Civil 

Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region. 

Website: http://csowestafrica.org/ 

 Email: Info@csowestafrica.org/regionaldirectory@wacsi.org 

Tel: +233(0)501258147 

Technology Donation Program for Non-

profits in West Africa:  

Join now to access technology products and services, 

such as Office 365, at a discounted rate or for free.  

Website: www.techsoup.global 

Email: techsoup@wacsi.org/ 

Tel:   +233(0)500550662 
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WOMEN AND  

YOUTH LEADERSHIP 

Women and Youth Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in pro-

moting civil society activities in the region. 

 The African Women in Energy Development Initiative (AWEDI) offered a 

professional development training for women in Nigeria especially the 

female STEM students. This opportunity was meant to provide career 

mentorship, capacity building and leadership training to women espe-

cially in the energy sector. The network’s aim for rendering these ser-

vices in Nigeria was to unite women in the energy sector for increased 

exposure.    

 The NGO Initiative pour le Développement (ID) has created a vocational 

training centre to train the youths, especially dropouts. This initiative is 

targeted at saving the youths from migrating from Mauritania in search 

of greener pastures. The Youth Vocational training centre currently 

trains 450 young people, the majority of whom are girls, in sewing, hair-

dressing, shoe making and leather works, electricals and pastries.    

 The mayor of the rural commune of Dialakorodji, Oumar Guindo, has 

chaired a meeting involving CSOs into Women leadership, right and well-

being. The meeting, which was held in Mali on the 22 February 2021, 

discussed issues that affect women with disabilities in the rural commu-

nity of Dilakorodji. 

 

 Members of the Conseil des jeunes cadres pour le développement du 

Kanem (COJECADEK) has urged His Excellency Idriss Deby Itno to stand 

for re-election in the April 2021 presidential elections. Although this 

would be the President’s sixth term in power, the youth of Kanem of the 

COJECADEK association share the view that he is the right person to lead 

the country to peace and stability.    
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