
Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed 
towards policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.  

 

 The Africa Youth Network (RAJ) organised a consultation and advocacy meeting 

with CSOs involved in mining governance on 21 and 22 January 2021 in Ouaga-

dougou, Burkina Faso, to draw up a roadmap for collaboration. RAJ noted 

that the Mining Fund for Local Development (FMDL) still has limits, such as 

identifying boundaries of the communities for the efficient management of the 

fund, the non-appropriation of the fund’s operating mechanisms by the moni-

toring committees , etc. In two days, participants reviewed the different areas 

of their interventions and proposed strategies to increase communities’ access 

(especially women and young people) to FMDL. 
 

 Voice for Less Privileged Organisation (VOLPO), a non-governmental organisa-

tion has made a call following the second wave of Coronavirus, COVID-19 pan-

demic in Nigeria, with the increase in deaths rate. The call was made by the 

Founder, Dr Ego-Queen Ezuma, who was voicing out worries over the plight 

of defenseless women, children and families, following the outbreak of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, #EndSARS protests, deadly attacks by insurgents, bandit-

ry, kidnappings, flood disaster, rising unemployment, vices etc. She further said 

that government should enforce laws that will protect women from abuses.   

 

 On 25 January 2021, the National Pension Fund of Chad (CNRT) was massively 

invested by civilians, widows and orphans of Chad to advocate for the payment 

without delay of one year of pensions. Composed mainly of seniors, these re-

tirees have shown their determination by disrupting the smooth running of 

activities at the CNRT. Moments after their assault, two of their delegates were 

received by the director of the CNRT, Mahamat Abdelkerim Haggar and his 

staff. The retirees swept aside the intervention of the director. “We are tired of 

speeches”, they say. They demand their arrears to support their children. They 

unanimously decided to spend the night at the National Pension Fund of Chad 

under this cold.   
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In West Africa, the state of civic space continue to shrink over 

the years. Recent Update on CIVICUS Monitor shows an increas-

ing occurrence of civic space restrictions surrounding presiden-

tial elections in West Africa. Civic right violations which include 

killing of peaceful protesters and use of restrictive laws has be-

come rampant in West Africa. According to CIVICUS, the top 

five civic space violations within the region are, journalist de-

tainment, protest disruption, censorship, intimidation and pro-

testors detainment. Five West African countries’ – Côte d’Ivoire, 

Guinea, Niger, Togo and Benin – rating on the CIVICUS monitor 

dropped from ‘obstructed’ to ‘repressed’. These recent down-

grades of West African countries are indicating a worrying 

trend of closing civic space in West Africa. 
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Questions/comments: research@wacsi.org Website: www.wacsi.org  

West Africa Civil Society E-Directory  

Register on the online directory created to map out all Civil 

Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region. 

Website: http://csowestafrica.org/ 

 Email: Info@csowestafrica.org/regionaldirectory@wacsi.org 

Tel: +233(0)501258147 

Technology Donation Program for Non-

profits in West Africa:  

Join now to access technology products and services, 

such as Office 365, at a discounted rate or for free.  

Website: www.techsoup.global 

Email: techsoup@wacsi.org/ 

Tel:   +233(0)500550662 

West Africans have continued to demand transparency and accountability from 
their governments. 

 Members of the Platform of African NGOs and Associations for the Promotion 

of Democracy and Good Governance (PLA.FOND), headed by the dean of Afri-

can observers Caves Paul, met on 12  January with the President of the National 

Assembly, Ousseini Tinni., Niger  The observers had come to present the results 

of their observations during the first round of the presidential election held on 

27th December. The delegation also came to seek the help of parliament for 

the proper conduct of their observation mission, for the second round of presi-

dential elections to be held on 21 February.   

 

 La Plateforme “Yerewolo debout sur les remparts (Yerewolo Standing on the 

Ramparts), a civil society group in Mali, has made plans to organise a protest 

against French presence in the country, citing the presence of France as the 

cause for the political instability in the country. They intend to conduct this pro-

test on 20 January in Bamako, Mali.   

 

 HELVATAS, a non-Governmental Organisation in Burkina Faso through the 

WASHPRO project aims to help improve the living conditions of internally dis-

placed people and host communities affected by the humanitarian crisis 

through better access to water, hygiene and sanitation. Most of the victims 

have found refuge in other communities. HELVATAS, through the WASHPRO 

project, intervened in the Host communes of Séguénega, Kossouka and Rambo 

(northern part of the country ) to meet the immediate needs of the displaced 

and host communities, and strengthen social cohesion. The pro-

ject rehabilitated water points, built family and institutional latrines in schools, 

distributed money to the most vulnerable households and made residents 

aware of good hygiene practices.    

 On Thursday, 28 January, the Director of Gender Promotion, Marie Made-

leine Ouédraogo / Tougouri, proceeded to the official launch of the project 

’Women’s rights and health in Burkina Faso: Prevent and reduce vulnerabili-

ties in the context of crisis and post-crisis Covid -19.The project was initiated 

by a consortium of 4 NGOs whose goal is to strengthen the power and capac-

ity of women to act so that they are more resilient in the face of the crisis 

and that they become agents of change whose voices count in decisions. It 

will be implemented in three regions namely the Center, the Center-Nord 

and the Hauts-Bassins, and will reach more than 170,000 direct beneficiar-

ies.  The project will receive funding from the French Development Agency 

(AFD) to the tune of 600,000 euros and will support response to the Covid-19 

pandemic. It extends over a period of two years, from October 2020 

to September 2022.   

 On 22 and 23 January 2021, the Center for Democratic Governance (CGD) 

organised a training workshop for women and girls from seven regions 

of Burkina. It was about building their capacities so that they can partici-

pate effectively in the fight against violent extremism and the prevention of 

the phenomenon.  The project aimed to strengthen the participation of 

women and girls in peace and security.  

ELECTION 

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in 
West Africa. 

 The Group for Dialogue, Democracy and Development (GRAD) has recommended 

that the only way out of Togo’s political impasse is through a transition-

al government, national unity and mission and, if, required a power structure to 

supervise the transition period. GRAD proposes the rebuilding of Togo through 

alliances and collaborations between political parties, civil organisations and 

various socio-professional bodies.    

 The advisers of the constitutional court have refused an application brought by 

civil society actors to overturn the Autonomous National Electoral Commission 

(CENA)’s decision to make sponsorship of presidential candidates anonymous. 

The court in Benin decided that the Electoral Commission did not violate the pro-

visions of the Electoral Code.                                                                                                               

 

 The institution in charge of organising the presidential election in the Republic of 

Benin by the Autonomous National Electoral Commission (CENA) called for a 

meeting on Tuesday 26  January, 2021 with the representatives of legally consti-

tuted political parties.   
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 In January 2021, NGOs in Mali received a grant from the UNOPS Peace and 

Security Cluster. The grant focused on strengthening humanitarian mine 

capacity through the implementation of Explosive Ordnance Victim Assis-

tance Activities (VA), Emergency Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) 

and First Aid Training. Through this grant, Mali’s NGO will be able to design 

and build a sustainable national capacity.   

 Mauritania has adopted a law allowing associations to operate more 

flexibly. This initiative follows constant repression against the formation of 

civil society groups and movements over a long period in Mauritania. 

Many cases of abuse and wrongful arrest of leaders of association and ac-

tivists were recorded during this period. Although the problem is not 

solved, things are expected to turn around favouring CSOs that are 

yet to be formed or are already in operation.     

 Eight CSOs in Togo will be received an investment of $250,000 (CFA 135 

million) from the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP). This funding serves as part of the 11th round of funding of the 

Global Environment Facility Microfinance Program (GEF). According 

to Koffi Eli ATRI, who coordinates the GEF’s microfinance program, the 

program “aims to finance projects initiated by CSOs and which boost local 

capacities for the preservation of biodiversity to tackle climate change, 

land degradation, and the pollution of international water, and the man-

agement of chemical waste.”   

SOURCE 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are increasingly recognised as key players in 

promoting democratic governance, equitable development and inclusive growth. 

To be able to play their role in society to their full potential, CSOs need an oper-

ating environment that gives them the space to act freely.  
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Women and Youth Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in pro-
moting civil society activities in the region. 
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Civil society organisations (CSOs) are increasingly recognised as key players in 

promoting democratic governance, equitable development and inclusive 

growth. To be able to play their role in society to their full potential, CSOs need 

an operating environment that gives them the space to act freely.  

 On 17 January, the Network for Democracy and Development 

in Nigeria commended the federal government for progressive improve-

ment in the state. In a virtual news conference  delivered by the national 

coordinator of the organisation stated that the government has been able 

to create an enabling environment for all the major critical sectors into eco-

nomic recovery.    

 On 26 January 2021, the Ivorian government and the African Development 

Bank invited a dozen Ivorian civil society organisations to discuss during the 

mid-term review of the Country Strategy Paper of Côte ’d’Ivoire from 2018 

to 2022  . The objective of this meeting, organised by videoconference, was 

to gather the opinions of CSOs on the mid-term process of the Country 

Strategy Paper (CSP) as well as the proposals for improvement for the re-

mainder period  to be covered until 2022.   

 Dozens of citizens in southern Chad are suffering from the effects of toxic 

waste that found its way into their water bodies. In a statement, raid, one 

of the three NGOs that lodged a complaint, resulted from an unattended 

leakage that later exploded. The toxic waste coming from the operations of 

Glencore, a Swiss oil company, found its way into farms and water bodies, 

causing the people to suffer severe burns, skin lesions, with others suffering 

from diarrhea.   

 The Chadian government has rejected allegations levelled against its Na-

tional Army in a report by the International Crisis Group (ICG). The NGO 

highlighted, among other things, the absence of meritocracy, corruption, 

and abuse of power. However, the Chadian government, through a press 

conference, has denied all the allegations. According to the Minister Dele-

gate to the Presidency in charge of the Armies, Veterans and War Victims, 

General Mahamat Abali Salah, the report is incredible, bias, and misleading, 

a threat to national security that should not be considered under any 

circumstance.     

 Citoyennes et Citoyens Debout (CCD), a non-governmental organisation in 

the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, is putting in the effort to end intercom-

munal conflicts. In a country highly characterised by profound inequalities, 

CCD believes that the solution to the problem at hand is a united and egali-

tarian society. The organisation currently unites the majority of the 

youth in Mauritania in this quest.    

 Pressure groups in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania call for the criminali-

sation of any relation to Israel. Union des forces de progrès, Alli-

ance populaire progressiste and Alliance pour la justice et la démocratie are 

part of the groups mainly constituted by the opposition seeking for a legis-

lation that criminalises the normalisation with Israel.    

 In recent years, violence and insecurity have forced 1,000,000 people to 

flee their homes in Burkina Faso.  On 14 January 2021, Education Cannot 

Wait (ECW) with the Government of Burkina Faso, UNICEF and Enfants du 

Monde, the global fund dedicated to education in emergencies and pro-

tracted crises – launched a new multi-year programme that aims to provide 

education to over 800,000 children and adolescents in crisis-affected re-

gions of the country. It seeks to mobilise an additional $48 million from 

public and private donors to be fully funded and reach all targeted children 

and youths.    

 Kolu Sokodolo Children’s Foundation has donated rice and cash to the 

UNECO Orphanage Home, catering for more than 25 children. The orphan-

age comprises of children and grandchildren of foreign soldiers sent to Libe-

ria on a peacekeeping mission by the United Nations and the Economic 

Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS) during the 14-year civil conflict 

in the country. The items and unspecified cash were presented at the foun-

dation’s compound located in the Moulton Corner Community 

in Brewerville, outside Monrovia, on Tuesday, 5 January. Mr. Gbelemah the 

foundation’s Country Director, further emphasised the need for govern-

ment and others to come to the aid of less fortunate Liberian children who 

are in terrible conditions for support.   
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