
Civil society across the region engages in various advocacy efforts both directed 
towards policy changes as well as for the direct benefits of citizens.  

 

 The Civil Society Legislative Advocacy Centre (CISLAC), in a statement released 

and signed by Auwal Musa Rafsanjani, the Execu-

tive Director, demanded transparency and accountability in the distribution 

and vaccination processes of the COVID-19 vaccine. This statement was signed 

following the arrival of the long-awaited 3.9 million doses of Oxford/

AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine in Nigeria via the Nnamdi Azikiwe Inter-

national Airport, Abuja, on Tuesday, 2 March.   

 On 16 and 17 March, the National Network of Domestic Workers’ Trade Unions 

(RNTD) in Benin organised a workshop on advocacy for its leaders. This 

meeting aims, according to the coordinator of the 

RNTD, Pierrette VIDEGLA, was “to provide the leaders of the national network 

of domestic workers in Benin with the necessary weapons to lead the fight for 

the ratification of the C189 convention and its recommendation 201.”   
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OPEN (81—100) : The state both enables and safeguards the enjoyment of civic space for all 

people  

NARROWED (61 –80) : While individuals and Civil Society Organizations are generally al-

lowed to express their rights, violations occur. 

OBSTRUCTED (41—60) : Civic space is heavily contested by power holders, who impose a 

combination of legal and practical constraints on the full enjoyment of fundamental rights 

REPRESSED (21—40) : Civic space is heavily constrained. Active individuals and civil society 

members who criticize power holders risk surveillance, harassment, intimidation, imprison-

ment, injury and death 

CLOSED (0—20) : There is complete closure - in law and in practice - of civic space. An at-

mosphere of fear and violence prevails, where state and powerful non-state actors are rou-

tinely allowed to imprison, seriously injure and kill people with impunity for attempting to 

exercise their rights.   

In West Africa, the state of civic space continue to shrink over 

the years. Recent Update on CIVICUS Monitor shows an increas-

ing occurrence of civic space restrictions surrounding presiden-

tial elections in West Africa. Civic right violations which include 

killing of peaceful protesters and use of restrictive laws has be-

come rampant in West Africa. According to CIVICUS, the top 

five civic space violations within the region are, journalist de-

tainment, protest disruption, censorship, intimidation and pro-

testors detainment. Five West African countries’ – Côte d’Ivoire, 

Guinea, Niger, Togo and Benin – rating on the CIVICUS monitor 

dropped from ‘obstructed’ to ‘repressed’. These recent down-

grades of West African countries are indicating a worrying 

trend of closing civic space in West Africa. 

CIVIC SPACE  

STATUS IN WEST AFRICA MONITOR.CIVICUS.ORG 

The CIVICUS Monitor Tool is a research tool built by civil society. It aims to share reliable, up-to-date data on the state of civil society 

freedoms in all countries. Based on a constant analysis of multiple streams of data on civic space, each country is assigned a rating 

ranging between 0 - 100, as follows: ranging between 0 - 100, as follows:  

Questions/comments: research@wacsi.org Website: www.wacsi.org  

West Africa Civil Society E-Directory  

Register on the online directory created to map out all Civil 

Society Organisations (CSOs) in the region. 

Website: http://csowestafrica.org/ 

 Email: Info@csowestafrica.org/regionaldirectory@wacsi.org 

Tel: +233(0)501258147 

Technology Donation Program for Non-

profits in West Africa:  

Join now to access technology products and services, 

such as Office 365, at a discounted rate or for free.  

Website: www.techsoup.global 

Email: techsoup@wacsi.org/ 

Tel:   +233(0)500550662 

West Africans have continued to demand transparency and accountability from 
their governments. 

 Civil society organisations alongside former Nigerian presi-

dent Goodluck Jonathan met with the political leaders in Mali to discuss plans 

to usher in an elected civilian government following the 2020 coup in the coun-

try.    
 

 In BENIN, the ECOWAS Commission met with media managers and Civil Society 

Organisations to discuss the role both stakeholders play in promoting peace 

and stability during elections. The meeting also aimed at developing strategies 

that the media and CSOs will adopt to improve peaceful and more toler-

ant elections.    

 The Citizens Watch Advocacy Initiatives (CWAI), a coalition of 70 civil society 

organisations on pro-democracy and anti-corruption in Nigeria commended the 

Buhari-led administration in a press statement. The group passed a bill to vote 

on the confidence and good governance of the nation under the current gov-

ernment. The president of CWAI Kenneth Aigbegbele urged the government to 

remain steadfast and focused to keep the country safe and secure.   

 The NGO Voice of Women and the EU sign an agreement for the implemen-

tation of the project dubbed "16 days of activism against violence against 

women". Envisioned to start in the city of N'Djamena, in the province of 

Mandoul as well as in the Lake region from November 25 to December 10 

this year, the project would contribute to gender equality and the empower-

ment of women and girls in Chad. For Amina Tidjani, the national coordinator 

of the NGO, this funding agreement will aid in mobilising and sensitising the 

Chadian population on Gender based violence. 
 

 AfriYAN with funding from the UNFPA and SWEED is launching a campaign to 

get young girls back to school. The Republic of Chad as part of its National 

COVID-19 Response Plan has eased restrictions allowing schools to reopen. 

This campaign, which is scheduled to start on November 25 and end on De-

cember 5 this same year, aims at sensitising households and the youth with 

priority on girls about getting back to school. AfriYAN also envisions to dis-

tribute relief kits to ensure the smooth and safe return to the classroom. 

ELECTION 

One of the main pillars of democracy, elections, is a constant cause for tension in 
West Africa. 

 In preparation for the 2023 Nigerian election, the Nigerian Civil Society Situation 

Room (Situation Room) held a meeting in Abuja to discuss and review the thresh-

old document in preparation. The meeting was organized to ensure a communal, 

inclusive and peaceful general election. The Situation Rooms consists of 70 CSOs 

which support and advocate for transparent elections.    
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CIVIL SOCIETY ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENT 

 The Republic of Chad faces fundamental freedom challenge as police sur-

round the offices of opposition parties, civil society associations and the 

homes of some opposition leaders. This follows the announcement of the 

organisation of a citizens' forum by a coalition of civil society and the op-

position in the country. The initiators of this citizen forum had boycotted 

the national forum on institutional reforms organised last week by the 

government. Describing it as a retrogression in democracy, Barrister Max 

Loalngar who is the president of the Chadian League for Human Rights is 

among those who have been living in hiding for about a week now. 

 SOURCE 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) are increasingly recognised as key players in 

promoting democratic governance, equitable development and inclusive growth. 

To be able to play their role in society to their full potential, CSOs need an oper-

ating environment that gives them the space to act freely.  

CIVIL SOCIETY 

SUSTAINABILITY 

 The Forum National des Organisations de Droits Humains (FONADH), 

also known as The National Forum for Human Rights Orgnaisations in 

English, celebrates its 20th anniversary. The Forum which brings togeth-

er 20 Mauritanian NGOs celebrates 20years after its creation to pro-

mote civil society synergy in the fight for human rights and the promo-

tion of peace and justice. FONADH came at a time when human right 

abuse, illegal confiscation of property, genocide and other inhumane 

conditions were at their peak. It came to draw international and 

regional attention to the situation. 

The issue of sustainability of civil society in West Africa is becoming increasing-
ly important with the gradual but significant decline of funding from donors 
over the years.  CSOs are continuously employing strategies to strengthen their 
organisational sustainability.  

Women and Youth Leadership initiatives continues to play a pivotal role in pro-
moting civil society activities in the region. 
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