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Introduction 
	
The	 African	 philanthropy	 landscape	 is	 incredibly	 rich,	 characterized	 by	 a	 diversity	 of	 actors,	
practices,	 and	 policies.	 Today,	 very	 old	 traditions	 of	 giving,	 rooted	 in	 cultures	 of	 solidarity	 and	
informed	 by	 a	 philosophy	 of	 shared	 humanity,	 coexist	 with	 modern	 types	 of	 philanthropic	
institutions	and	practices.	Community	philanthropy	is	developing	quickly.	Venture	philanthropy	is	
also	on	the	rise	as	is	social	impact	investment	and	the	creation	of	private	foundations	fueled	by	the	
increasing	 number	 of	 high-net-worth	 individuals.	 There	 is	 also	 strong	 growth	 in	 the	 number	 of	
private	 foundations	established	by	African	companies.	Additionally,	Africa	 is	home	 to	 the	 fastest-
growing	middle	class	in	the	world.	African	philanthropists,	therefore,	have	both	the	power	and	the     	
opportunities	to	address	the	pressing	challenges	facing	the	continent.		
	
TrustAfrica	together	 with	WINGS,		 in	 partnership	 with	the	 African	 Philanthropy	 Forum	(APF),	
African	 Philanthropy	 Network	(APN),	 Center	 for	 African	 Philanthropy	 and	 Social	
Investments	(CAPSI),	 	Global	 Fund	 for	 Community	 Foundations	(GFCF),	and	 African	 Venture	
Philanthropy	Alliance	(AVPA)     	have	engaged	local	and	regional	philanthropy	networks,	support	
organizations,	funders,	and	other	relevant	stakeholders	in	West	Africa	in	a	participatory	process	to	
map	and	strengthen	the	 local	philanthropy	support	ecosystem.	This	project	 is	a	pilot	 that	aims	to	
better	 understand	 the	 players	who	make	 up	 the	 philanthropic	 support	 infrastructure	 in	Burkina	
Faso,	Ghana,	Senegal,	Nigeria	and	Ivory	Coast.	

	 	 	 	 	
“…It	became	very	clear	that	there	are	different	dynamics	going	on	in	
West	 Africa…You‘ve	 got	 a	 coexistence	 of	 traditions	 and	 practices	
that	have	been	around	forever.	Systems	of	solidarity,	mutual	help,	
taking	different	forms…in	the	spirit	of	what	in	southern	Africa	we	
call	UBUNTU	or	NITTÉ	 in	West	Africa	depending	on	whether	you	
are	speaking	Wolof,	Mandigo	or	Pullar…We’ve	got	those	traditions,	
and     	then	we’ve	got	huge	things	coming	up	with	Foundations…,	
the	African	diaspora…and	there	is	the	Support	Ecosystem…”.	x 

 
	
By	philanthropic	support	infrastructure,	we	mean	any	and	all	organizations	involved	in	promoting,	
coordinating	and	accelerating	local	philanthropy	such	as	giving	movements,	community	foundations,	
think	tanks,	advocacy	platforms,	donor	and	funder	networks,	associations	of	non-profits     	and	more.	

	
Several	activities	related	to	the	implementation	of	the	project	are	underway.	In	addition	to	

participatory	mapping,	 desk	 research	will	 be	 produced	 to	 serve	 as	 a	 reference	 document	 on	 the	
current	state	of	the	philanthropy	ecosystem	in	West	Africa.		
	

“In	 the	context	of	 this	project,	 there	 is	a	need	to	get	a	better	understanding	of	who	 is	 in	 the	
ecosystem?	Who	is	who?	And	is	doing	what?	in	a	participatory	way	to	unlock	the	potential	in	the	
region	and	increase	the	possibilities	of	mobilizing	the	resources”.	(Dr.	Ebrima	Sall)	



    
 

 

	
It	 is	expected	that	through	this	process	new	collaborations	and	new	initiatives	will	emerge	in	the	
region	 and	 the	 amount	 of	 funding	 that	 goes	 to	 building	 the	 ecosystem	 will	 increase,	 and the	
investment	will	be	more	coordinated.	It	will	also	help	build	bridges	between	philanthropic	actors	and	
other	 development	 actors	 such	 as	 the	 government,	 multilateral	 and	 INGOs	 interested	 in	 the	
sustainability	 of	 local	 civil	 society.	 It	 will	 also	 create	 a	 shared	 understanding	 of	 the	 strategic	
importance	of	philanthropy	in	helping	sustain	local	civil	society,	contribute	to	systemic	change	and	
to	achieving	the	SDGs,	and	provide	a	picture	of	the	challenges	faced	by	the	sector.		
This	effort	will	help	with	the	creation	and	development	of	networks	of	philanthropy	institutions	and	
philanthropy	support	organizations,	creating	a	sense	of	belonging	and	enhancing	the	capacities	to	
network	at	the	regional	and	continental	levels.		
	
Within	the	context	of	this	pilot,	a	two-day	kick-off event	took	place	virtually	on	May	18	and	19	with	
the	primary	objective	to	(1)	inform	key	local	philanthropic	actors	of	this	ongoing	initiative,	(2)	gather	
initial	thoughts	from	participants	on	some	of	the	main	challenges	and	opportunities	to	look	out	for,	
primarily	in	terms	of	philanthropic	actors	but	also	practices	of	giving	in	each	of	the	countries	included	
in	the	research	(Senegal,	Nigeria,	Ghana,	Burkina	Faso,	Côte	d’Ivoire),	(3)	start	to	create	momentum,	
engagement	and	ownership	around	this	project.	The	note	below	presents	key	highlights	 from	the	
four	sessions	and	the list	of	participants	is	featured	in	the	Appendix     .	

	
Agenda 
 
Day	1	

● Session	1:	Presentation	of	the	project	and	Contributions	from	Key	Philanthropic	Actors	in	the	
region	

● Session	2:	Deep	dive	into	philanthropic	trends,	practices	and	actors	supporting	philanthropy	
in	Burkina	Faso,	Ghana	and	Ivory	Coast.		

Day	2	
● Session	3:	Deep	dive	into	philanthropic	trends,	practices	and	actors	supporting	philanthropy	

in	Senegal	and	Nigeria.		
● Session	4:	Assessing	strengths	and	gaps	and	Next	steps	and	way	forward	

  



    
 

 

Highlights from	Session 1 	
 

Session title: Presentation of the project  
	
Moderator	:		 Mosun	Layode,	Executive	Director,	African	Philanthropy	Forum	
Speakers	:		 Aude	Anquetil,	Ecosystem	Development	Coordinator,	WINGS	

Allwell	Akhigbe,	Desk	Research	Consultant		
	
This	 session	 focused	on	providing	high-level	 information	on	 the	methodology	 applied	within	 the	
project	to	engage	local	philanthropic	actors	in	a	participatory	process	to	map	philanthropy	support	
organizations	(PSO)	in	West	Africa	and	strengthen	the	field.	
	

1. Presentation of the participatory mapping methodology  
	
Dr.	 Ebrima	 Sall	 (TrustAfrica)	 presented	 brief	 welcoming	 remarks,	 underscoring	 the	 four	 key	
objectives	 of	 the	 project:	 (1)	 to	 gain	 a	 better	 understanding	 of	 the	 landscape	 of	 actors	 and	 their	
relationships	with     	each	other,	(2)	to	identify	challenges	and	opportunities	to	strengthen	the	sector,	
as	well	as	surface,	encourage	and	reinforce	new	collaborations,	(3)	to	engage	local	actors	in	building	
a	roadmap	for	a	self-owned	and	sustainable	regional	philanthropy	development     ,	and	(4)	to	drive	
more	resources	to	the	local	philanthropy	support	ecosystem	and	all	its	actors.	
	
Aude	Anquetil,	(WINGS)	then	shared	some	of	the	key	definitions	used	by	WINGS	to	define	actors	the	
project	 seeks	 to	 map.	 This	 pilot	 is	 primarily	 focused	 on	 identifying	 philanthropy	 support	
organizations	 in	 West	 Africa,	 i.e	 organizations	 providing	 a	 variety	 of	 services	 to	 support	 and	
strengthen	philanthropy.	WINGS	shared	resources	to	its	full	taxonomy,	available	in	its	latest	report	
“Acting	Together	to	Lift	Up	Philanthropy”	released	in	2021,	which	also	features	the	detailed	four-
stage	 participatory	 mapping	 methodology	 which	 is	 being	 rolled	 out	 on	 this	 pilot.	 A	 high-level     	
overview	was	presented	 to	participants	and	WINGS	and	TrustAfrica	 invited	participants	 to	 share	
their	thoughts	and	feedback.	
	

	
	
Questions	arose	on	the	definitions	used	for	philanthropy	and	philanthropy	support	organizations,	to	
make	sure	there	was	strong	diversity	and	inclusivity	of	actors	involved	in	the	process	

	
	

	
	



    
 

 

Participants	also	shared	thoughts	around	the	narrative	of	giving	in	Africa	and	how	it	is	measured,	
highlighting	strong	concern	and	attention	to	making	sure	the	diverse	way     	solidarity	expresses	
itself,	quantitatively	as	well	as	qualitatively,	was	reflected	in	the	project.	
	

2. Presentation of the Desk Research  
	
Travaille	Ensemble	Consulting,	is	working	with	TrustAfrica	and	WINGS,	to	conduct	desk	research	and	
surveys	 in	 order	 to	 identify	 key	 players	 in	 the	 West	 African	 Philanthropy	 Support	 Ecosystem,	
particularly	in	Nigeria,	Senegal,	Burkina	Faso	and	Côte	d’Ivoire,	with	the	aim	of	better	understanding	
the	players,	the	opportunities	and	the	gaps.	
	
The	desk	research	methodology	applied	is	inspired	by	the		     WINGS	methodology,	taking	into	account	the	
specificities	of	the	West	African	Region,	in	terms	of	ecosystem,	players	and	practices	of	giving.		
 
Research roadmap 

	
In	addition	to	desk	research,	Travaille	Ensemble	Consulting	will	be	conducting	surveys	and	Zoom     	
interviews.	A	survey	questionnaire	will	be	sent	to	all	workshop	participants	and	the	interviews	will	
be	an	extension	of	the	questionnaires	with	some	of	the	actors	who	would	like	to	share	even	more	
experiences	and	knowledge	with	us.	The	aim	is	to	have	at	least	40	questionnaires	answered,	and     	25	
interviews	conducted	by	June	2022.	 
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3. Comment and Contribution from a funder’s perspective 
	
Speakers		

● Ibrahima	Aidara,	Executive	Director,	OSIWA	&	Deputy	Director	OSF	Africa	
● Dr	Ebrima	Sall,	Executive	Director,	TrustAfrica 

	
In	the	African	region,	it	has	been	noticed	that	philanthropic	actors	are	always	working	in	silos.	Today,	
there	is	an	urgent	need	to	bring	all	of	them	together	according	to	Ms	Layode.			
	
The	 exchanges	 in	 this	 session	were	 very	 stimulating	 in	 the	 sense	 that	 it	was	 an	 opportunity	 for	
participants	 to	 comment	 on	 the	 methodological	 approach	 but	 also	 to	 share	 contributions	 and	
recommendations	based	on	their	knowledge	and	experience	in	this	field.	From	a	funder’s	perspective	
represented	here	by	OSIWA,	the	Executive	Director,	Mr	Ibrahima	Aïdara	did	not	fail	to	welcome	the	
initiative	 which,	 according	 to	 him,	 came	 at	 the	 right	 time	 in	 a	 more	 than	 appropriate	 context.		
According	to	Dr	Sall,	several	initiatives	have	been	developed	in	the	past	without	success.	However,	it	
is	becoming	obvious	that	the	success	of	such	initiatives	depends	on	a	joint	collaborative	effort.	This	
is	the	purpose	of	participatory	mapping,	which	is	specifically	designed	to	initiate	these	connections.			
	
In	this	perspective	of	exchange,	several	aspects	were	raised,	notably	in	terms	of	identifying	the	actors	
and	practices	of	philanthropy	in	West	Africa.	



    
 

 

	
According	to	Mr	Aidara,	we	need	to	adapt	our	methodological	approach	to	the	different	realities.	It	is	
necessary	to	include	the	traditional	categories	in	this	kind	of	discussion	considering	their	influence	
on	cultural	and	religious	philanthropy.	Similarly,	the	international	and	domestic	private	sector	is	an	
emerging	category	in	the	philanthropy	ecosystem.	
	

“We	cannot	have	a	system	that	works	without	understanding	who	operates	in	the	
system	and	how	we	connect	to	one	another”.	(Mosun	Layode,	African	Philanthry	
Forum)	

	
The	issue	of	the	narrative	was	also	raised	on	several	occasions.	Indeed,	the	practice	of	philanthropy	
is	 not	 new	 in	Africa,	 but	 the	West	African	 context	 is	 different	 from	other	 regions.	 There	 is	 great	
potential	for	philanthropy	in	West	Africa,	so	there	is	a	need	to	create	the	conditions	to	improve	its	
implementation,	starting	with	giving	it	an	identity	of	its	own.	
	

We	need	to	think	first	about     	the	definition	of	the	local	concept	of	philanthropy.	The	
diversity	of	language	exists,	and	cultures	diverge	from	one	country	to	another,	but	there	are	

many	similarities	in	practices.	From	this	point	of	view,	we	have	an	obligation	to	value	what	we	
have,	strengthen	our	initiatives	and	share	our	practices	in	order	to	give	meaning	to	this	local	
solidarity.	(Moustapha	Faye,	Consultant,	Conseil	Nation	des	Droits	de	l’Homme,	Cote	d’Ivoire)	

	
Our	traditional	model	of	operating	is	that	we’ve	tried	to	recognize	and	value	African	giving	by	
converting	it	to	a	numerical	form,	to	get	acknowledged	and	valued	internationally.	But	I	think	
we	must	flip	that	script	and	claim	the	ways	in	which	we	are	valuing	and	acknowledging	our	
own	giving	and	that	means	not	looking	at	the	numerical	equivalent	(…)	it’s	far	beyond	what	
dollar	can	measure.	(Halima	Mahomed,	African	Philanthropy	Senior	Fellow,	TrustAfrica)	
	

The	concept	of	philanthropy	has	been	hijacked	by	the	riches	(…)	Our	notion	of	philanthropy	
needs	to	be	redefined.	Therefore,	in	this	particular	study	about	the	infrastructure	that	
supports	philanthropy,	unless	we	really	have	clarity	on	the	breadth	of	that	definition	of	

philanthropy,	we	will	fall	into	the	trap	of	actually	mapping	out	what	is	already	there,	or	what	
people	tell	us	that	philanthropy	should	be	(…)	our	definition	of	philanthropy	will	affect	our	

definition	of	what	the	infrastructure	is.	(Theo	Sowa,	independent	Advisor)	
	

Highlights from Session 2 
Session title: Deep dive into philanthropic trends, practices and actors 
supporting philanthropy in Burkina Faso, Ghana and Ivory Coast.  
	
Moderator:	Ese	Emerhi,	Global	Network	Weaver,	Global	Fund	for	Community	Foundation			

	
The	 decision	 of	 focusing	 on	 West	 Africa	 reflects	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 region	 is	 less	 prominently	
represented	 in	many	regional	philanthropy	networks	or	narratives	or	reports.	To	Ms	Emerhi,	 the	



    
 

 

philanthropy	support	ecosystem	is	the	one	less	evenly	distributed	and	developed	or	documented.	In	
response	 to	 an	 earlier	 question	 on	 who	 is	 doing	 what	 and	 how,	 this	 session	 will	 provide	 the	
opportunity	 to	hear	 from	practitioners	underground	 in	 three	countries:	Burkina	Faso,	Ghana	and	
Ivory	Cost.	
	
Country Discussions: Ghana  

● Speakers:	 
o Ben	Ocra,	Director,	Ghana	Philanthropy	Forum	 
o Nana	Afadzinu,	Executive	Director,	WACSI	

	
The	exchanges	with	the	panelists	show	that	the	Ghanaian	ecosystem	is	diverse.	According	to	Mr.	Ocra,	
in	terms	of	opportunities,	the	government	is	making	great	efforts	to	build	an	adequate	infrastructure,	
particularly	with	the	NGO	policy	initiative,	or	the	establishment	of	national	platforms	such	as	national	
philanthropy	 impact	 dashboard	 which	 categorize	 and	 classify	 philanthropy	 actors	 into	 different	
frames.	
	
In	addition	to	the	infrastructure,	the	Ghanaian	context	has	witnessed	an	increase	of	the	HNWI     s	
who	are	more	and	more	interested	in	giving	in	their	countries.	There	are	also	the	people	from	the	
diaspora	with	greater	awareness	about	investing	in	their	own	development.	In	terms	of	remittances,	
Ghana	is	the	second-largest	recipient	of	remittances	in	sub-Saharan	Africa	according	to	Ms	Afadzinu.	
The	flows	have	increased,	          from	$107.6	million	in	2007	to	$3.8	billion	in	2018	which	is	about	
7,4%	 of	 the	 GDP.	 However,	 it’s	 not	 all	 about	 money.	 Among	 other	 opportunities	 is	 the	 use	 of	
technology	 to	 enhance	 and	 facilitate	 giving.	 According	 to	 the	 interventions,	 Ghanaians	 need	 to	
identify	the	philanthropic	practices	in	their	own	indigenous	space,	their	meaning	and	their	nature	in	
order	to	amplify	it.		
	
COVID-19	was	also	highlighted	as	a	key	 turning	point	 in	 the	ecosystem,	with	many	philanthropic	
actors	facing	increasing     	challenges	and	constraints	which	threatened	their	sustainability.	Mr	Ocra	
highlighted	the	importance	of	this	project	as	a	way	to	rebuild	an	understanding	of	the	local	actors.	
	

“We	need	a	new	baseline	for	philanthropy”	(Ben	Ocra)	
	
Jamboards	from	interactive	session	with	participants	–	Ghana	in	Appendix	
	
Country Discussions: Burkina Faso 

● Speakers:		
o Abdoulaye	Sawadogo,	Directeur	Général,	Association	Burkinabé	de	Fundraising			
o Micheline	KABORE	Wendyam,	Initiative	Pananetugri	IPBF		 

	
In	Burkina,	 as	 in	most	African	 countries,	 philanthropy	also	has	 a	 strong	 traditional	 and	 religious	
component.	According	 to	Ms	 Sawadogo,	 in	 the	 current	Burkinabe	 context,	we	 are	witnessing	 the	
creation	of	more	and	more	associations	and	civil	society	organizations	that	are	also	involved	in	the	
collection	and	distribution	of	monetary	or	in-kind	donations.	Increasingly,	women's	associations	are	



    
 

 

engaging	in	initiatives	such	as	micro-credits,	collections,	and	redistribution	of	goods	within	women's	
groups	and	associations.	
	
Today,	the	security	crisis	in	Burkina	Faso	represents	a	double	face	for	philanthropy.	Sometimes	it	
constitutes	a	major	challenge	in	the	sense	that	it	puts	community	organizations	at	a	disadvantage	
and	therefore	unable	to	provide	donations;	sometimes	it	constitutes	an	opportunity	in	the	sense	that	
HNWIs	and	large	companies	provide	financial	or	in-kind	support	to	displaced	populations.	According	
to	Mr.	Sawadogo,	this	is	an	opportunity	to	show	these	donors	that	it	is	not	enough	to	give	on	a	one-
off	basis	to	respond	to	certain	situations;	     instead,	PSOs	should	be	able	to	bring	these	actors	to	
reflect	with	the	community	to	initiate	development	projects	for	the	benefit	of	the	populations.		
	
Among	other	challenges	related	to	the	 infrastructure	of	philanthropy,	Burkina	 faces	a     	 lack	of	
strong	 structures	 capable	 of	 large-scale	 mobilization.	 In	 addition,	 at	 the	 legal	 level,	 there	 is	 no	
mechanism	or	policy	to	regulate	donations.	This	is	also	the	case	for	Côte	d'Ivoire	as	stated	by	Mr.	
Moustapha	Dembele	during	his	contribution,	who	did	not	 fail	 to	raise	 the	 importance	of	 the	 legal	
corpus,	especially	in	terms	of	tax	incentives.	Indeed,	companies	and	     private	donors	can	benefit	
from	tax	advantages	based	on	the	number     	of	donations	made.		
	
It	should	be	noted	that	when	planning	this	kick-off	meeting,	it	was	difficult	to	confirm	panelists	in	
Côte	d'Ivoire.	Mr	Dembélé's	intervention	was	an	opportunity	for	us	to	learn	about	the	philanthropic	
environment	in	the	country     .		
	

Highlights from Session 3 
Session title: Deep dive into philanthropic trends, practices and actors 
supporting philanthropy in Nigeria and Senegal.  
	

• Moderator:	Bhekinkosi	Moyo,	Executive	Director,	Centre	on	African	Philanthropy	and	Social	
Investment	(CAPSI)		

	
This	session	focused	on	hearing	from	philanthropic	organisations	in	Senegal	and	Nigeria,	and	their	
thoughts	and	perspectives	on	how	to	grow	giving	and	reinforce	collaboration.		
Country Discussion: Nigeria  

● Speaker:	Gima	Forje,	CEO,	TY	Danjuma	Foundation		
	
Like	the	other	countries,	Nigeria	 is	also	a	very	generous	country	when	it	comes	to	solidarity.	 It	 is	
traditional	to	make	solidarity	actions	and	at	some	point,	 it	even	becomes	an	obligation.	The	2021	
Global	Giving	Index	by	the	Charities	Aid	Foundation	places	Nigeria	on	top	of	the	countries	in	terms	
of	generosity	to	strangers	and	number	four	in	terms	of	overall	giving.	Besides	this	traditional	way	of	
giving	that	M.	Forje	qualifies	as	the	formal	philanthropy	sector,	there	is	also	an	increasing	number	of	
HNWIs	whose	actions	are	complementing	traditional	philanthropy	and	who	are	spreading	solidarity	
beyond	 the	borders	of	Nigeria.	To	M.	Forje,	Africans	 seem	 to	be	giving	more	as	we	go	along	and	
Nigeria	is	also	following	the	trend,	especially	during	the	Covid	-19	pandemic	where	the	     private	



    
 

 

sector	 pledged	US$	25     M	 the	 first	 day	 and	over	US$80     M	 in	 three	weeks	 to	 support	 the	
government.		
	
The	 infrastructure	 is	also	quite	 favourable,	especially	 in	 terms	of	 fiscality.	Private	Companies	can	
benefit	 from	 tax	 incentives	 when	 donating	 a	 certain	 amount	 to	 philanthropic	 and	 non-profit     	
organisations.	In	terms	of	opportunities,	Mr	Forje	mentioned	the	need	of	establishing	an	umbrella	
body	to	guide	actors,	mostly	the	emergent	actors,	to	discuss	issues	of	common	interest.	
	

“We	need	to	invest	in	more	research.		We	need	to	have	more	documentation.”	Gima	Forje	
	
Country Discussions: Senegal 

● Speakers	
o Mr	Racine	BA,	Directeur	Général,	Haute	Autorité	du	WAQF		
o Rouguietou	Khady	Sow,	Program	Associate,	TrustAfrica	

	
Senegal	 is	 called	 a	 country	 of	 hospitality,	 which	 makes	 Senegalese	 culture	 essentially	 one	 of	
solidarity.	Ms	Sow	did	not	fail	to	mention	that	a	solidarity	action	does	not	need	to	reach	a	certain	
value	to	be	qualified	as	a	philanthropic	action.	Moreover,	in	Africa,	not	all	philanthropic	actions	are	
measurable	in	dollars.	The	philanthropic	environment	and	practices	in	Africa	are	not	the	same	as	in	
the	West,	hence	the	need	to	redefine	its	identity.		
	
In	 the	 country     ,	 we	 can	 appreciate	 philanthropic	 actions	 on	 several	 levels,	 particularly	with	
traditional	 and	 religious	 philanthropy,	 through	 the	 Senegalese	 diaspora,	 or	 with	 the	 increasing	
number	of	HNWIs.	We	are	also	seeing	the	institutionalization	of	traditional	philanthropy	with	the	
creation	of	community	and	corporate	foundations	and	the	advent	of	Corporate	Social	Responsibility.	
The	use	of	 technology	 also	has	 a	 lot	 to	offer,	 such	as	 fundraising	 through	 social	 networks	or	 the	
modernization	of	old	traditional	practices	such	as	tontines.	In	addition,	tax	incentives	for	companies	
and	individuals	are	an	important	part	of	the	opportunity.	Among	other	opportunities,	Senegal	has	
institutionalized	the	religious	practice	of	WAQF,	whose	donations	are	also	tax-deductible.	According	
to	Mr	Ba,	 a	 study	 conducted	 in	2019	 identified	399	WQFS	 in	 Senegal	with	 an	estimated	value	of	
US$35M     .	
	
The	challenges	of	the	philanthropic	infrastructure	in	Senegal,	according	to	the	speakers,	lay	mainly	
in	 the	 regulatory	 mechanisms	 at	 the	 legal,	 administrative,	 and	 institutional	 levels.	 Support	
organizations	should	be	able	to	advocate	for	the	reform	of	pre-existing	laws,	improve	the	conditions	
for	 the	 creation	 of	 PSOs	 in	 general	 and	 put	 in	 place	 a	 support	 and	 protection	 mechanism	 to	
accompany	them.	PSOs	should	also	invest	in	research	to	identify	their	environment	and	the	impact	
of	their	actions	on	their	environment.		
	

Highlights from Session 4 
Contributions from Philanthropic Leaders 
	



    
 

 

Moderator:	Halima	Mahomed,	African	Philanthropy	Senior	Fellow,	TrustAfrica		
Speakers	

● Dr.	 Pamala	Wiepking,	 Visiting	 Stead	 Chair	 in	 International	 Philanthropy,	 Lilly	 School	 of	
Philanthropy		

● Osayi	Alile,	Chief	Executive	Officer,	Aspire	Coronation	Trust	Foundation		
● Théo	Sowa,	independent	Advisor,	Board	member	UBS	Optimus	Foundation,	OSIWA,	Graca	

Machel	Trust,	Co-Chair	Equality	Fund 
● Briggs	Bomba,	Programs	Director,	TrustAfrica		

	
	This	session	was	focused	on	distilling	key	learnings	from	the	previous	sessions	to	define	a	
common	understanding	of	the	opportunities	and	challenges	to	strengthen	the	philanthropy	
support	ecosystem	in	West	Africa	at	both	the	national	and	regional	levels.		
The African continent has lots of potential in terms of Philanthropy. It has been noticed that all the 
contributions from the previous sessions acknowledged that philanthropic practices have 
traditional roots in African countries. Considering that fact, very stimulating reflections and 
recommendations have been shared by the panellists in this wrap-up session.   

The issue of the narrative has been raised one more time. To Ms Sowa the issue of the narrative 
must be solved through this current process. We should be able to figure out through interviews, 
podcasts or even documentaries, what is it that African people define as giving because “our 
definition of philanthropy should influence our infrastructure”. This has also been confirmed by 
Ms Alile when saying that “philanthropy is an integral part of our identity as Africans.” Lots of 
structured philanthropic institutions such as corporate foundations or NGOs based in Africa are 
using the same African traditional approach to have an impact. To Ms. Alile, traditional African 
philanthropy is a business model that must be structured to measure its impact.  

Theo brought a new approach regarding tax incentives. In her opinion, organizations should not 
gain benefit from their giving actions, and they should not be encouraged to think that 
philanthropic giving is some way of evading their civic responsibilities. African governments are 
struggling to get a proper tax base to fund their own responsibilities so we should not persuade the 
same governments to give tax breaks to those very people they tried to get some little tax from.We 
should not define African philanthropy only from the rich’s or companies’ side who are “giving 
because they are richer or because they have surplus economics”. Instead in Africa, we believe 
“you exist because I exist”.  

Among other insights, panellists again welcomed this initiative but did not fail to recommend that 
we do not fall into the trap of a very narrow definition of philanthropy and mapping what the 
previous studies have already shown.	
	
“Not	all	of	us	have	the	language	or	the	knowledge	of	engaging	those	non	
traditional	actors,	so	there	is	a	need	for	us	to	build	capacities	to	be	able	
to	be	able	to	engage	with	those	actors	that	don’t	naturally	appear	on	our	
dashboard”.	(Briggs	Bomba,	TrustAfrica)	



    
 

 

“The	 Three	 key	 roles	 that	 Philanthropy	 should	 have	 is	 to	 increasing	 social	
cohesion,	 including	 efficacy	 and	 it’s	 innovation	 to	 solve	 big	 social	 issues”	
Pamala	Wiepking,	lilly	Family	School	of	Philanthropy	

	

Recommendations and way forward 
	
Philanthropy	 is	 not	 a	 new	practice	 in	 Africa.	 It	 is	 part	 of	 the	 African	 culture,	 and	 the	 essence	 of	
philanthropy	is	about	generosity	regardless	of	what	terminology	is	used	to	define	it.	It	should	also	be	
noted	 that	 there	 is	 a	difference	between	giving	 in	Africa	and	giving	 in	 the	north,	 considering	 the	
cultural	and	religious	context.	
As	 developed	 in	 the	 four	 previous	 sessions,	 this	 mapping	 is	 aimed	 to	 be	 completed	 through	 a	
participatory	 process.	 Lots	 of	 ideas	 emerged	 from	 each	 one	 of	 the	 previous	 sessions	 in	 terms	 of	
recommendations	 and	 ways	 forward.	 Dr	 Sall	 highlighted	 a	 list	 of	 opportunities	 based	 on	 the	
outcomes	of	the	previous	sessions	that	could	add	value	to	this	particular	process.	By	the	end	of	the	
participatory	mapping	process:		

● We	should	be	able	to	identify	the	philanthropic	context	in	West	Africa:	who	are	the	actors,	
and     	what	are	the	practices?	     Where	the	funds	are	coming	from,	and	where	the	flows	are	
heading	to?	What	has	been	supported	and	what	is	being	left	out?		

● We	should	also	be	able	to	identify	what	are	the	most	prosperous	and	dominant	philanthropic	
institutions	across	the	region,	and	at	the	same	time,	how	to	equally	exploit	and	value	their	
opportunities	and	 those	 from	 the	other	practices	 such	as	 the	 remittances	or	 the	 religious	
giving.		

● We	should	be	able	to	learn	how	to	transfer	the	motivation	of	some	practices	such	as	religious	
or	personal	giving	to	be	the	basis	for	seeking	to	intervene	in	other	kinds	of	collective	actions	
related	to	development.	

● Lastly,	we	should	be	able	to	redefine	the	narrative	of	the	philanthropic	sector	in	the	West	
African	region.		

	
“We	have	a	number	of	initiatives	who	are	doing	an	amazing	work	now	let’s	give	you	
visibility	in	better	understanding	who	is	doing	what	and	let’s	engage	with	vendors	

with	networks	and	with	everyone	in	rebuilding	the	kind	of	ecosystem	that	will	take	to	
generate	these	resources	and	make	them	much	more	effective	much	more	impactful	

than	what	we’ve	seen	until	now	on	the	ground	in	West	Africa.”	Benjamin	Bellegy	
	
	

We	are	talking	about	African	philanthropy	and	philanthropy	in	Africa,	but	at	the	
end	of	the	day,	we	should	be	able	to	say	what	makes	it	West	African?	what	makes	it	
African?	Dr	Ebrima	Sall	
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○ Eunice	Ampofo,	African	Youth	Philanthropy	
Network	
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Network	

○ Jenny	Hodgson,	Global	Fund	for	Community	
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○ Karine	MEAUX,	Fondation	de	France	
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○ Emmanuel	Kumi,		
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○ Maja	Spanu	,	Fondation	de	France	
○ Goodchance	Mariki,	African	Philanthropy	

Network	
○ Megan	Hunsberger,	African	Diaspora	

Network	
○ Micheline	KABORE	Wendyam,	Initiative	

Pananetugri	pour	le	Bien-être	de	la	Femme	
(IPBF)	

○ Mike	O'maera,	East	Africa	Philanthropy	
Network	

○ Mina	agyemang,	A	Rocha	Ghana	
○ Mosun	Layode,	African	Philanthropy	Forum	
○ Moulaye	Camara,	HUMENTUM	
○ Moustapha	Dembele,	Conseil	National	des	

Droits	Humains	-	Côte	d'Ivoire	
○ Moustapha	FAYE,	University	Laval	
○ Naa	Addo,		
○ Nadya	Hernandez	,	WINGS	
○ Nana	Afadzinu,	West	Africa	Civil	Society	

Institute	(WACSI)	
○ Ndana	Bofu-Tawamba,	Urgent	Action	Fund-

Africa	
○ Ndeye	Khady	Faye,	TrustAfrica	
○ Niamani	Mutima,	Africa	Grantmakers'	

Affinity	Group	
○ Ogo	Chukwudi,	TrustAfrica	
○ Olatunji	Oluwadamilare,	Travaille	

Ensemble	Consulting	
○ Oluseun	Onigbinde,	BudgIT	
○ OSAYI	ALILE,	Aspire	Coronation	Trust	

Foundation	
○ Pamala	Wiepking,	IU	Lilly	Family	School	of	

Philanthropy	
○ Papa	diallo,	Fondation	du	Secteur	Privé	

pour	l'Education	(FSPE)	



    
 

 

○ Facoumba	Gueye,	TrustAfrica	
○ Fatou	Jagne	Senghore,	ARTICLE	19	
○ Fatoumata	Bintou	Sall,	TrustAfrica	
○ Felogene	Anumo,	Thousand	Currents	
○ Fortunata	Francis,		
○ FR	LEVI,		
○ Frank	Yeboah,	GADEF	International	
○ Gaelle	Kergraisse,	Fondation	de	France	
○ GAPA	Business,		
○ Georgina	Yeboah,	African	Forum	for	

Research	and	Education	in	Health	
○ Gima	H.	Forje,	TY	Danjuma	Foundation	
○ Halima	Mahomed,	TrustAfrica	
○ Hamza	Tijani,	Oxfam	
○ Hervé	Lisoir,	King	Baudouin	Foundation	/	

Fondation	Roi	Baudouin	
○ Ibrahim	Tunkara,	TrustAfrica	
○ Ibrahima	Aidara	,	Open	Society	Initiative	

For	West	Africa	
○ Ida	Maritim,		
○ Irène	Sesmaisons,	EFISCENS	
○ Issa	Diouf,		
○ Jacob	Mati,	CAPSI	
○ Jean	claude	KOUADIO,		
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○ Sameera	Mehra,	WINGS	
○ Samson	Ojo,		
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PHILAB	
○ Sareta	Thomas,		
○ Scholastica	Jullu,	African	Philanthropy	

Network	(APN)	
○ Stigmata	Tenga,	African	Philanthropy	

Network	(APN)	
○ Tendisai	Chigwedere,	TrustAfrica	
○ Theo	Sowa,	Independent	Advisor	
○ Tijani	Hamza,	Oxfam	
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○ Wendy	Richardson,	Global	Fund	for	
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Thoughts from country-led conversations 
Ghana 
How	do	people	understand	“philanthropy”,	“solidarity”	or	“giving”	in	your	context?	 

 
Who	are	some	of	the	main	philanthropic	actors	strengthening	local	philanthropy?		



    
 

 

 
What	are	some	of	the	main	challenges	in	the	sector?	

	
Where	do	you	see	the	most	opportunity	to	strengthen	philanthropy,	in	your	country?	

	



    
 

 

Burkina Faso 
How	do	people	understand	“philanthropy”,	“solidarity”	or	“giving”	in	your	context?	 

 
What	are	some	of	the	main	challenges	in	the	sector?	

	
Where	do	you	see	the	most	opportunity	to	strengthen	philanthropy,	in	your	country?	



    
 

 

	
Ivory Coast 
What	are	some	of	the	main	challenges	in	the	sector?	

	
Senegal 
How	do	people	understand	“philanthropy”,	“solidarity”	or	“giving”	in	your	context?		

	
Who	are	some	of	the	main	philanthropic	actors	strengthening	local	philanthropy?		



    
 

 

	
	
What	are	some	of	the	main	challenges	in	the	sector?	

	
	
	
Where	do	you	see	the	most	opportunity	to	strengthen	philanthropy,	in	your	country?	



    
 

 

 
Nigeria 
 
How	do	people	understand	“philanthropy”,	“solidarity”	or	“giving”	in	your	context?		

	
Who	are	some	of	the	main	philanthropic	actors	strengthening	local	philanthropy?		

	
What	are	some	of	the	main	challenges	in	the	sector?	



    
 

 

	
Where	do	you	see	the	most	opportunity	to	strengthen	philanthropy,	in	your	country?	

	
 
 


