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A cross-section of participants during the opening plenary
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Key recommendations directed at ECOWAS, national governments, development 

partners, civil society organisations and citizens are captured below;
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viWest Africa Civil Society Week 2025



viiWest Africa Civil Society Week 2025



participants) (59) (9) (8)

female participants (40%)
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A cross-section of participants during the opening plenary



1West Africa Civil Society Week 2025

Opening 
Reflections 
Civic Space, Civil Society, and 
Democracy Beyond Elections

Dr. Afadzinu

Dr. Nana Afadzinu 

Executive Director, WACSI
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Ms. Sola Olutayo, delivering opening remarks on behalf of  Ms. Victoria Ibezim-Ohaeri, 

Executive Director, Spaces for Change



Ms. Onyinye Onyemobi, delivering opening remarks on behalf of 

Dr. Catherine Chinedum Aniagolu-Okoye, Executive Director, Ford Foundation West Africa
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Chambas



Addo

Special Guest of Honour Address

Ms. Nana Oye Bampoe-Addo, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the President, Republic of Ghana
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Keynote Address

Ambassador Dr. Abdel-Fatau Musah Commissioner, Political Affairs, Peace and Security (PAPS), ECOWAS
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Session 1 
Economic Integration, Democratic 
Governance and Shared Prosperity 
in West Africa 

Chaired by Mr. Oladayo Olaide 

Board Chair WACSI Node, Nigeria
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Session 2(a) 
NGO-ization and the Question 
of Civil Society Legitimacy 

Chaired by Mr. Ahmed  Hamza  Tijani

Senior  Programme Manager, HiiL
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From left to right: Prof. Charles Ukeje, Ms. Ahoefa Huguette Sossou, Dr. Nana Afadzinu, Dr. Olufunmilayo Akinyele, 

Mr. Juwon Sanyaolu, Mr. Ahmed  Hamza  Tijani 

 



Session 2(B) 
Youth and Leadership: Filling the 
Gaps and Amplifying Young Voices

Chaired by Mr. Rotimi Olawale 

Executive Director, YouthHub Africa, Nigeria
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From right to left: Mr. Idriss Bilyaminu Ndasadu' Lau, Ms. Grace Mawusi Annor, Mr. Rotimi Olawale



Session 3(A) 
Resource Capture, Corruption, 

and Accountability in West Africa 

Chaired by Dr.  Hussaini  Abdu  

Country  Director,  CARE International, Nigeria
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Session 3(B) 
Peace, Security, and 

Justice Imperatives 

Chaired by Dr. Vincent Azumah 

Head, Monitoring and Evaluation, WANEP

 Military commanders inspect arms and ammunitions recovered from Boko Haram jihadists 

in Goniri, Yobe State, in Nigeria's restive northeast. @chathamhouse.org
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for Peacebuilding (WANEP)
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From left to right: Mr. El Moctar Cisse, Ms. Joy Animah, Debrah, 

Mr. Kop'ep K. Dabugat, Dr. Nansata Yakubu, Dr. Vincent Azumah, Joseph Wemakor



Supplementary Protocol on Democracy and Good Governance in 2001

Chaired by Dr. Emmanuel Akweytey  

Executive Director, Institute for Democratic Governance, Ghana

Strengthening Civil Society in a Multipolar 

and Democracy-Challenged Context 

Session 4 Plenary
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From left to right: Dr. Chukwuemeka Eze, Prof. Nana Tanko, Mr. Alioune Tine, Dr. Emmanuel Akweytey



Chaired by Mr. Oyebisi Oluseyi  

Executive Director, Nigeria Network of NGOs (NNNGOs)

Weaving Resilience in Defence of Civic 
Space: Lessons from Civic Space 
Resource Hub Project

Session 5 Plenary
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Understand 

physical & 

digital threats, 

influence policies.

Adhere to legal 

frameworks

Prevent arbitrary 

closure.

Strong 

organizational 

governance.

Improve 

compliance.

Institute Board 

Oversight & 

Strategic 

Management 

frameworks.

Build 

sustainable 

resource portfolios.

Improve financial 
resilience to 

sudden funding 
shocks.

Develop diversified 
revenue streams.

Mitigate 

cyber-attacks 

& surveillance.

Strengthen digital 
protection systems.

Facilitate dialogues
 on safe digital 

activism.

Evidence-based 

advocacy.

Strengthen 
credibility.

Shape policy 
debates and 

influence 
governance 
processes 
effectively.

FIVE KEY STRATEGIC PILLARS OF INSTITUTIONAL 
STRENGTHENING UNDER THE CSR-HUB

CIVIC SPACE 
PROTECTION & 
REGULATORY 
COMPLIANCE

LEADERSHIP AND 
GOVERNANCE

RESOURCE 
MOBILIZATION & 

FINANCIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY

DIGITAL
SECURITY AND
PROTECTION

RESEARCH AND 
KNOWLEDGE 

BUILDING

1 2 3 4 5

RESILIENT 
INSTITUTION
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Ecosystem Mapping and 
Collaboration Protocols among 
Organised and Organic Institutions

tr
uth

Lies

Lies

tr
uth

Lie
s

tru
th Lies

truth

Lies

Lies

tr
uth

Lie
s

truthLies

truth
tr

uth

truth

Digital security and 

misinformation were also 

discussed as emerging 

threats to the civic 

ecosystem.

“

“

Session 6(A) 

Chaired by Ms. Omolara Balogun  

Head, Policy Influencing and Advocacy, WACSI
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Session 6(B) 

Chaired by Ms. Antoinette Mbrou   
Coordinator, Women in Law and Development in Africa, WILDAF

Women's Rights, Gender Equality, 

and Inclusive Participation
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Gender inequality 

not as an isolated 

issue but as a systemic 

governance failure rooted 

in deeply embedded 

structural and 

socio-cultural 

dynamics
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WACSW 2025 Technical Partners (From left to right): Dr. Oluwole Ojewale, Institute of Security Studies, Mr. Madi Jobarteh, 

Edward Francis Small Centre for Rights and Justice, Ms. Omolara Balogun, WACSI, Ms. Agnes Thomasi, West Africa Democracy Radio, 

Prof. Charles Ukeje, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ms. Antoinette  Mbrou, WILDAF West Africa, Ms. Aisha Daboe, Africtivistes, 

Ms. Sola Olutayo, Spaces for Change, Mr. Dayo Olaide, Ms. Marie-Josiane Ngah, WADEMOS 
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Session 7(a) 

Chaired by Ms. Joy Lawal   
Strategic Project Lead, American Business Council, Nigeria

Material Conditions and 
Renegotiating the Social Contract 
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From left to right: Dr. Akin Iwilade, Mrs. Ebun Akin-Falaiye, Mr. Sammy Obeng,  

Ms. Joy Lawal, Mr. Souleymane Ouedraogo,  Ms. Naomi Ayot Oyaro    



Session 7(B) 

Chaired by Ms. Felicia Anthonio  
#KeepltOn Global  Campaign Manager, Access Now

Media, Information Integrity, 
Technology, and Artificial Intelligence 

“Cyber-attacks, 

surveillance, and 

harassment constrain 

journalists' ability to 

conduct investigative 

reporting and hold 

power to account”
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Session 8(A) 

Chaired by Mr. Charles Kojo VanDyck   

Head, Capacity Development, WACSI

Enabling Environment for Domestic 
Resource Mobilisation and 
African Philanthropy
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Structural 
barrier

legislative and 
policy frameworks

limited African 

philanthropic actors.

Community-based 

funding mechanisms 
Pooled 
funds 

Blended 
finance 

Social 
Enterprises 

Includes:

public, 

private, & 

philanthropic 

resources. 

Alternative Financing Models
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Session 8(B) 

Chaired by Mr. Joachim Onwe   

Communications Officer, Spaces for Change

Intergenerational Bridge-building 
of Civil Society Leadership in 
West Africa
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From left to right: Mr. Rafiu Lawal, Hon. Abdul Oroh, Hon Joe Ghartey, 

Dr Fatima Diallo, Hon. Justice Nkemdilim Izuako,  Mr. Joachim Onwe   

 



Conclusion
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A group picture with a cross section of participants



KEY 
RECOMMENDATIONS

ECOWAS
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CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS
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From left to right: Dr. Chukwuemeka Eze, Dr. Nana Afadzinu, 

Ms. Mercy Catherine Adjabeng, Dr. Angela Dwamena-Aboagye, Dr. Emmanuel Akwetey



DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS
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WEST AFRICAN CITIZENS
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Annex
A G E N D A



Arrival and Registration of Participants

Welcome performance

Official Opening 

DAY 1
Facilitator: Mr. Jimm Chick Fomunjong, 

Dr. Nana Afadzinu,

Ms. Victoria Ibezim-Ohaeri,

Dr. Catherine Chinedum Aniagolu-Okoye,

H.E. Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas,

H.E. Zia Choudhury,

Theme:

H.E. Ambassador Abdel-Fatau Musah (PhD)
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GROUP PHOTO | COFFEE BREAK | NETWORKING & MEDIA INTERVIEWS



Dr. Yao Graham,

Dr. Sonny Onyegbula,

Ms. Zéneb Touré, 

Dr. Edward Ampratwum,

Ms. Maame Awinador-Kanyirige,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Speakers

7

LUNCH BREAK

Host: 

Theme: 

Ms. Ahoefa Huguette Sossou,

Dr. Nana Afadzinu,

Mr. Juwon Sanyaolu, 

Dr. Olufunmilayo Akinyele,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary



Host:

Theme: 

Mr. Prince Stephen Bentil, 

Ms. Grace Mawusi Annor,

Mr. Idriss Bilyaminu Ndasadu' Lau,

Mr. Adelani David Oluwatodimu,

Mr. Emile Kouakou Bela,

Speakers

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Host:

Theme:

Ms. Marcella Samba Sesay,

Mr. Madi Jobarteh,

Prof. Omar Ndongo,

Mr. Eddie Jarwolo,

Ms. Beauty Emefa Narteh

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Speakers
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Session 3 (b) – 

Host:

Theme: 

Speakers

Dr. Nansata Yakubu,

Mr. Kop'ep K. Dabugat,

Ms. Theodora Anti, 

Mr. El Moctar Cisse,

Ms. Mercy Larbi,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Theme: Strengthening Civil Society in a Multi-polar, Decolonized, and 

Democracy-Challenged Context 

Lecture, by Professor Adebayo Olukoshi, 

Discussants

DAY 2
Facilitator: Mr. Jimm Chick Fomunjong

Dr. Chukwuemeka Eze,

Prof. Nana Tanko,

Mr. Alioune Tine,

9

TEA / HEALTH BREAK (15-mins)



TEA / HEALTH BREAK (15-mins)

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Mr. John Frinjuah, 

Mr. Patrick Allam, 

Prof. Olubunmi Ashimolowo,

Ms. Anthoniette Arhin,

Mr. Mamadou Mignane Diouf,

Ms. Ijeoma Joy Oguadimma,

Speakers

Weaving Resilience in Defence of Civic Space:

SECURITY REPORT LAUNCH – SPACES FOR CHANGE

Ms. Loveth Liberty – Poet 

Title:

Recognising Victims of Injustices and Brutalities in West Africa: a 

decade

LUNCH BREAK

Host:

Theme:
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Speakers

Host:

Theme:

Mr. Oliver Baker-Vormawor,

Ms. Zainab Onuh-Yahaya,

Mr. Harry Udoh,

Ms. Aisha Dabo,

Mr. Prince Akpah,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Speakers

Ms. Esther Tawiah,

Mr. Mamane Kaka Touda,

Ms. Koniba Samaké, 

Mr. John Gbenagnon,

Ms. Bunmi Dipo-Salami,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary
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Speaker

Dr. Akin Iwilade,

Mrs. Ebun Akin-Falaiye,

Mr. Souleymane Ouedraogo,

Ms. Naomi Ayot Oyaro,

Mr. Sammy Obeng,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Host:

Theme:

Mr. Franck Sombo, 

Ms. Precious Ankomah,

Mr. Mohamed B. Fadiga,

Ms. Vivian Affoah,

Ms. Agnes Thomasi,

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Speakers
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Theme:
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Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Session 8 (b) –

Host:

Theme:

Speakers

Hon. Abdul Oroh,

Hon. Justice Nkemdilim Izuako,

Dr Fatima Diallo, 

Hon Joe Ghartey,

Mr. Rafiu Lawal,

Theme:

Ms. Grace Maingi,

Hon. Victor Obuzor,

Omar N'diaye,

Dr. Nana Afadzinu, 

Mr. Gima Forje,

Speakers



NETWORKING  |  END OF WEST AFRICA CIVIL SOCIETY WEEK

Vote of Thanks 

14

Q & A, Comments, and Discussion in plenary

Ms. Loveth Liberty – Poet 

Title:

Closing Plenary: Dialogue Commitments and Way Forward

Facilitators:

Delegation from Nigerian civil society, development partners, regulatory bodies, 

and the National Assembly at WACSW 2025
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@wacsiorg @wacsi wacsi
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